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ee BIRTII. 

At’ No. 12, Belilios Ternacc, Hongkong, on the 
27th February, the wife of Isrpore Xavier, of a 
: . son. : 

: vf ° DEATIL. 
At 6, Chaoufoong Road, Shanghai, on the 27th 

Febraary, 1898, Lizzie Tuomrson Sait, the 
dearly beloved .wife of Janes Ferrier, China 
. Merchants’ S. N. Co. ; 


i * ARRIVALS OF MAILS. 


The: French. mail of the 28th January 
arrived, per M. M. steamer Melbourne, on 
. the 27th February (30 days); and the English 
- ‘mail of the 4th February arrived, per P. & O. 

steamer Thames, on the 3rd March (27 days). 


© EPITOME OF THE WEEK, 
y) 


Yon pieces. that have been “chopped” in 
China are discounted on exchange in Japan by 
25 per cent. ae 
The. guarantee for the new Chinese loan 
includes‘ the tnpledged portion of the Customt 
and a part of the Likin. 
 * A Court Martial has been held on the ground- 

ing of the Victorious. The Captain and Staff 
Commander were saverely reprimanded. 

-.. Bix officers: attached to the ‘staff of Viceroy 
‘Chang* Chih-tung ‘arrived’ at; Nagasaki on the 
22nd-February, to commence a tour of inspection 


‘Japan 


HONGKONG, SATURDAY, 5tH MARCH, 1898. 


M. Hanotaux hasinformed Sir Edmund Mon- 
son that France has not the slightest intention 
of imitating Germany by seizing a Naval basa 
in China. ‘ 

Mr. Curzon read a note from Count 
Muravieff in the House of Commons, declaring. 
that any port Russia occupies in China will be 
open to ships for the commerce of the world. 


The proposed Chinese national domestic loan 
is, the N. C. Daily News says, an-utter failure. 
All the Princes and Ministers of the Tsungli 
Yamén together only subscribed for Ts. 20,000. 


Sir Charles Mitchell, Governor of the Straits 
Settlements, is expected to go on leave to Eng- 
land about the end of March. Mr. J. A. Swet- 


tenham, Colonial Secretary, who returns: from | 
leave about the middle of March, will be. 


appointed Acting Governor. 


Famine prevails in some of the proviaces of 
Annam. The Government has organised a 
system of rice distribution, and relief works 
have also been undertaken, the wages being paid 
half in money and half in rice. The Avenir du 
Tonkin says the famine may now be considered 
as well in hand. 


We (N. C. Daily News) understand that an 
Imperial! decree was issued last week authoris- 
ing the construction of a railway from Tientsin 
to Chinkiang by way of Shantung; and that 
on'‘this the German Minister, Baron Heyking, 
protested on the ground that Germany must 
have the first right to construct railways in 
any part of the province of Shantung. 


Thenew Governor of the German Settlement 
at Kiaochou Bay is Captain Truppel, the Re- 
sidency being in the yamen at Chingtao. We 
(N.C. Daily News) learn that Mr. Melton Prior, 
the artist, was most cordially received by the 
German authorities at Chingtao, which is forty 
miles from the city of Kiaochou, and was kindly 
invited to be the guest of the Governor. 


The Tsungli Yamén acting. on advice from 
Minister. Wu to the United States, has requested 
the Viceroy of this province to give orders to 
his subordinates to admonish all ‘tea planters 
and merchants to be careful in the quality of 
teas exported, and not to mix leaves of inferior 
quality with good teas, to the detriment of the 
trade. Viceroy Liu has accordingly instructed 
the Shanghai Magistrate to that effect.— 
Mercury. ; 


It is stated in native official circles at Shang- 
hai that, upon the recommentation of T's‘ai 
Taotai, the Viceroy Liu of Nanking has ap- 
pointed Mr. W. V. Drammond Chief- Legal 


| Adviser to thea Bureau of Foreign Affairs at 


that port, and that Mr. Drummond's clerk, Lo 
Chen-yi, has been appointed Assistant Legal 
Adviser. The honorary title given by Viceroy 
Liu to Mr. Drummond is “an official of the 
3rd brevet button,” light blue—N. C. Daily 
News. 


On the morning of the 19th February the 
Manila and Dagupan railway was found to be 
damaged between the stations of Calumpit and 
Apalit and -an examination showed that the 
damage had been caused intentionally, A party 


of Cazadores was sent out to search the neigh- ' 


bourhood and they found in hiding amongst 
the reeds a band of robbers, upon whom they 
opened fire, killing five and taking one prisoner. 
The damage was repaired the same day and 
traffic resumed in the evening, 


Weekly 


z : a China @Ooerland Trade Report. 


‘| resources of Western China opened out to the 


‘about Yunnan than 


.| been. wanting at the same time also increase her 
‘| power.—N. ('. Daily News. : 7 


No. 9. 


Mr. Archibald J. Little’s launch Leechuen, 
the pioneer steamer for the Chungking trade, 
started from Ichang at noon on the 15th 
February, with one small junk and also a 
gunboat sent by:the Chinese for protection, im .~.,.": 
tow. Her progress through the rapids up to . =. * © 
her future port will be watched with great: 
anxiety and interest by all who wish to seb the 


world.— NV, C. Daily News. : 


Sir Howard Vincent has addressed a letter - . 
to the Sheffield Chaniber of Commerce on the ° 
British position in thea Mediterranean and -° 
China, in. which he expresses his satisfaction 
that Lord Salisbury and Her Majesty’s Govern- ~ 
ment are taking ‘energetic steps, in friendly- 
alliance with China, to develop mutual trade - 
between British: Burmah and “the rich, ad-— 
qposn and’ thickly populated valley of the . 

unnan!” It is to be hoped Lord Salisbury 4% * 
and. Her Majesty’s Government know more - 
: Sir Howard Vincent 
oes. 


Auother important arm is to be added to the 
Shanghai Volunteer Corps. We aretohave a - 
corps of marine volunteers for the defence of 
the harbour and water approaches of the Foreign a 
Settlements, with launches armed with gatling 
guns. A meeting was held on the 23rd February 
at the Mercantile Marine Officers’ Association 
with the object of forming the new branch of - 
the S.V.C. and was largely attended. Major 
Holliday was present and addressed the meeting. 

No less than 42 names were at once sent in for 
membership and a committee was nominated to 
carry the project through its initial stages.— 
China Guzette, 


On account of the Emperor's recent decree 
founding special examinations, great desire isnow 
felt by scholars in Peking and in Tientsin to ac- 
quire a knowledge of western science, history, 
and law. Translations made in recent years by 
foreign scholars on economical and historical 
subjects, such as those published by the Society 
for the Diffusion of Christian and General 
Knowledge in China, are now eagerly read in 
every part of China; a new era has dawned and 
the star of hope is now ‘seen shining on the 
Chinese horizon. Knowledge is power, and 
China by acquiring knowledge will through 
that diplomatic aptitude in which she has never 


It is reported in well-informed native circles 
that the people inhabiting the Yangtze Valley 
have recently begun to quietly arm themselves 
and that they are being gradually supplied with . 
firearms through various influential quarters. 
Something is evidently expected to happen in 
the near future and the leaders of public opinion 
amongst the masses are apparently: trying to 
prepare the-minds of the latter for some - 
crisis. There is now, .in consequence, — 
& certain restlessness of spirit and a longing ===: 
for “something to happen” observable . ~. 
amongst the people of (the Yangtze Valley, ©. .:. 
such as has not shown ‘itself since the time 
when first it became known that the Taiping 
rebels were nearing Kiangsu province, some 
forty years ago. . Aprdpo of the above itis . 
interesting fo learn that the members of a ~.- 
certain powerful secret society--whose head: 
quarters ate not a hundred miles from Shanghai, © 


have been observed to be unusually active of 
late.—N. C. Daily News. 0: 


162 
DECLARATIONS OF THE FOREIGN 


| POWERS AND BRITISH INTERESTS 
i \ : IN CHINA. 

i. ae ——_s—_—___,; 

: I i -The agsurances.received, first from Count 
ig ‘Moravierr to the effect that any port in 


China occupied. by Russia will be open to 
the commerce of the world, andsecondly from 

' M. Hanoravux that France has uo inten- 
tion of imitating Germany by seizing a 
naval base in China, are satisfactory so far 
as they go. They would be most completely 
so if other circumstances were corroborative 
‘of the pacific intentions professed. Of 
** course, a3 far as France is concerned, a 
great deal must be allowed for the colonising 
zeal of many of her officers and agents, who, 
in their desire to do something to distinguish 
themselves, are very apt to exceed their 
instructions, as was obviously done by the 
French Agent at Sokoto the other day. It 
will, also, only be fair to Russia to credit 
her with liberal intentions so far as the 
opening of new markets in China is con- 


wee 


afte ee neem te remerrenn nner tt eT enema sats womchmtenien ttt 
i 
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‘have supplied her financial necessities, re- 


cerned. We can very well understand that 
the Russian Government would willingly 
ee throw open to commerce a port in Manchu- 
i ria asa sop to Cerberus in order to divert 
attention from their future designs in that 
i region. It would be a small matter to open 
i one port to the commerce of the world in 
i a large province, even if the policy of 
‘fi the act from a financial and commercial 
1 -_ point of view did not commend itself 
i tothem. But unfortunately for our peace 
: - of mind, the course of Muscovite policy 
in the Far East has not hitherto been 
of such a character as to impress us 
: : with either its liberality or straightforward- 
j ~ 3 ness. It is not for nothing that Russia is 
-*  geeumulating the major portion of her naval 
‘strength in these waters, nor is it merely for 
~ the protection of her existing interests that 
‘she is gradually massing an army at 
Viadiyostock. It is readily understandable 
thatthe refusal of Great Britain to participate 
in any movement for the partition of China 
has in a way compelled Russia and France 
t to assume a virtue if they have it not. 
Moreover, it is quite in accordance with 
Russian diplomacy in past times to attempt 
to lull mistrust by frank assurances of the 
most harmless intentions. If, for instance, 
the receipt of such/an assurance as that 
offered by Count Mtravierr would induce 
Lord SALIsBuRY to abandon all thought of 
the re-occupation of Chusan and negotia- 
tions for the extension of the Hong- 
kong frontiers in the ‘hinterland of Kow- 
loon, it would not have been made in 
vain. If, even, the assurance ‘served 
to throw dust in the eyes of the British 
Cabinet and led to the suspension of 
military preparations for the better pro- 
tection of the Far Eastern Coloniesand to 
| 1 the reinforcements to the British Fleet in 
these waters being ‘countermanded,. there 
would be scarcely suppressed chuckles both 
a oh on the banks of the Neva and at the Quai 
mt d’Orsay. oven , 
ES It may be quite true, and probably is so, 
that neither Russia nor France has any 
‘desire to precipitate a war. They are, per- 
haps, not yet prepared for such a tremendous 
cataclysm ‘as a contest between the Great 
= . + Powers, whether its theatre bé in Europe or 
ee , Asia, must infallibly prove. But though 
they may not wish for a breach of the peace 
now prevailing—though the said tae is 
daily growing more into the semblance of 
an armed neutrality—they are certainly 
quite ready to grasp at any opportunity for 
self aggrandisement which the trend of 
events or the wheel of fertune may render 
apparently safe or eagy. - It is therefore 
devoutly tobe hoped that the British Lion 


‘will not be caught napping, or be hood- 


p 


(March 5, 1898.. 
H.E, the Acting Governor. at once declared 
this attack to be unfair, but the hon. mem-. 
ber inmediately repeated that ‘the hon.° 
“gentlemen opposite,” meaning Mr,.CHATER 
and Mr. WHITEHEAD, “have been ‘unable- 
“to set aside their own interests,” °-Mr. - 
WHITEHEAD, £0 far as we are aware,-is nob. .-7. 
personally interested in property ‘and his... 
name may therefore be left out of the ques; 
tion. Asto Mr. Cyatir’s interests, -it is - 
well known that of the buildings now in’ 
course of erection and projected on the 
Reclamation every single room has been let. - 
and the demand for offices in that locality 
having outrun the prospective supply recent 
applicants have failed to secure accommoda- - 
tion. There is no question, therefore, of 
ensuring the immediate occupancy at high 

rents of the property, as a good deal-of it 

has been let on leases of twenty one years, 
and the shortest term is five years. The value . 
of the property in question would, -more-— 
over, be more likely to be enhanced by’ 
the erection of mercantile offices than by 
the erection of a Post Office’ on the site 
in question, as in a commercial quarter. . 
continuity of commercial offices adds to the 

value of the whole section, and the breaking 

of the continuity by the interposition uf non-_ 
commercial buildings detracts from the value. . 
Tt may be said that the Post Officeis nota = 
non-commercial building, but asa matter of _ 
fact it is comparatively seldom that the, ° 
European staff of foreign firms have occasion. — 
to go in person to the Post Office, their - 
business with that establishment being con- 
ducted by means of chit-coolies.. If the lot 
in question is put up to public auction 
there can be no doubt as to its finding eager 
buyers, and if the ewners of the surrounding 
property acquire it they will be able to 
make a good deal more out of it than 
they would gain by the erection of. - 
the Post Office on the site. When’ :% 
it? was originally proposed to transfer the -— 

Post Office from its present site to the 

Praya Reclamation no word of objection 
was raised. Lately,. when Mr. Ormssy 
brought forward a scheme for retainining 

the establishment on the present site,.it =: 
met with approval and the preponderance: .:: 
of public opinion seems to be decidedly in . 
its favour. There are some, however, who 
still believe the transfer would in the long 
rin prove to be for the benefit of the colony, .. j 
and they are fully entitled to hold that. _ 
opinion without having corrupt motives. 
imputed to them. It is much to be re -¢ 
gretted that that element should have been 
introduced into the discussion. ae 


winked by fair ‘promises, So far we appear 
to have scored, morally at any rate. .We 
have maintained our prestige in China and 


ceiving in return a concession the benefits 
of which all the rest of the Treaty Powers 
will enjoy equally with us. But the 
opening up of the inland waterways of 
China to foreign commerce, though beyond 
question a most important point, is not all 
or everything Great Britain requires, Her 
vast trade, built up at so tremendous an 
outlay, requires.constant and adequate pro- 
tection, and to ensure this she needs, first, 
to render this farthest outpost of the Em- 
pire. impregnable to attack} and secondly, 
to secure another coaling station farther 
north, which will protect Shanghai, in which 
port such extensive British commercial and 
industrial interests have grown up. With- 
out, therefore, laying herself open for a 
moment to the charge of seeking territorial 
aggrandisement.or of coveting the posses- 
sions of the Celestial Sick Man, Great 
Britain may reasonably ask for such an 
extension of the boundaries of the Colony 
of Hongkong as will enable her to effec- 
tively protect it from outside attack, as well 
as the retrocession of Chusan for a coaling 
station from which to guard the interests of 
British trade with Central China. Even 
these demands would not be put forward 
were it not for the well founded conviction 
—only too well demonstrated by recent 
events—that China herself is incapable of 
preserving Chusan from aggression and by 
her weakness may any moment precipitate 
a rupture inthe Far East. Great Britain 
must therefore be prepared for eventualities 
and place herself in such a position that, 
whatever happens, she will be able to keep 
the seas with her warships, leaving the coal- 
ing stations to take care of themselves. The 
value of British trade with ‘the Far East 
has at last been recognised in the United 
Kingdom, and the statesmen and newspaper 
organs of all parties are agreed that that 
trade must be preserved at all hazards, even 
—as Sir Micuart Hicks-Beace pithily 
puts it—“‘at the cost of war.” 


LEGISLATIVE COUNCILLORS AND 
INTERESTED MOTIV'S. 


a 

It was unfortunate, we think, that the 
Hon. E. R. Betintos should have deemed 
it necessary at the Council meeting on 
Monday to make an attack on the senior 
unofficial member and impute to him un-. 
worthy motives in respect of the.controversy 
with reference to the site of the new Post 
Office. It-is true that Mr. Breittos’s right 
to vote on a fiarticular proposition had 
previously been called in question by an- 
other metuber on the ground of pecuniary 
interest, but that was as a matter of general 
principle, and it was not directly sug- 
gested that the. hon, member’s judentent 
was in fact biassed by self-interest. _ Nor was 
it by Mr. CHarer that the objection 
was taken, but by Mr. W#HIreHEaD, and 
when the latter brought the matter 
forward in Council he was not supported by 
Mr. Caater,. Mr. Bettios, however, 
seems to have supposed that the objection 
was really taken on Mr. Caater’s behalf 
and he replied with a direct charge of cor- 
rupt motives against that gentleman. “ The 
“removal of the Post Office and Treasury 
“to the Praya would,” he said, “ of course 
“materially enhance the value of the ad- 
“joining lots, by ensuring the immediate 
“occupancy at high’ rents of the great blocks 
“in course of erection or to be erected 
“there, and hence my hon. friend’s anx- 
“iety to see these offices removed thither.” 


THE SITE OF THE NEW POS1 - 
OFFICE. 


eg 
The Director of Public Works stated. in ~ 
the debate in the Legislative Council on the: 
site of the new Post Office that the resolution -” 
proposed by him, which was carried, did not»; 
commit the Council to any action. The.” 
resolution was in fact merely an expression 
of opinion, and if it should be thought. that 
opinion wasia mistaken one it is not ‘too late 
to alter it} H.E. the Acting Govern 
said that “the Government has been m 
“anxious to know the real wish ofthe 
“ colony on this subject, because it does - n¢ 
“affect us one way or the other, but 
“affects the colony for all time, or at ‘lea 
“ for the next sixty or seventy years... A 
a means of ascertaining the real wish of the 
colony it it 


ight be advisable to - invit 
an’ expression of opinion on. the .subjec 
from the Chamber of Commerce,.”:which 
is a sufficiently representative 
give weight to any opinion expressed 
a decisive majority of. its’ members. 


“March 5, 1898.]° - 


unofficial members : ot the Legislative 
© Council are -divided in opinion and 
£* the Government ‘therefore cannot derive 
B much assistance from that quarter. We 
have on the-one side Mr. CaaTer and 
f° Mr. Warrenrad, and on the other Mr. 
= Bewi.tos, Mr. Bett-Irvinc, Dr. Ho | ar, 
sand Mr. Wer Yuk. Imputations of interest- 
y. ed motives have unfortunately been thrown 
H'-out as between some of these gentlemen. 
#-- While we do not believe, that any one of 
=. them would consciously allow his judgment 
to -be influenced by his individual inter- 
| ests the fact may be taken note of for what 
y- itis worth that Mr. Warreneap is the only 
- one who is uninterested in property. Ifit be 
(debe that some of the remainder might 
m benefit by the removal of the Post Office 
Wit must also be granted that others would 
H equally benefit by its retention on the pre- 
sent site. Jn the long run we do not think 
h- it would make much difference to any of 
A them, but we should think it would bea 
j satisfaction to the Government, especially 
in view of General Buack’s remarks, to 
have an expression of opinion from a re- 
presentative body sufficiently numerous in 
its _membership.to neutralise any possible 
bias arising from individual interests. 
So far the subject has not received 
that amount of consideration and public 
discussion which its importance deserves. 
When Mr. Ormspy’s scheme was launched 
_We expressed our approval of it. Like 
:General Buacx, however, we are in- 
terested only in seeing the Lest scheme 
‘adopted, and as a contribution to the dis- 
cussion ve propose to allude to one or two 
points that have not hitherto been meb- 
tioned. We: offer them simply for what 
they are worth and without expressing any 
further opinion upon the rival schemes as 
g.awhole. In the first place, ina city over 
four miles in length a difference of a couple of 
hundred yards one way or the other cannot 
make much difference in the relative cen- 
f trality of the respective sites under discus- 
asion. We have to consider also not only 
absolute centrality as determined by bee- 
‘lines but also accessibility. As soon as 
the Praya Reclamation is completed we will 
have a tramway running along the whole 
length of the old Praya, turning into 
§ Queen’s Road by the Cricket Ground, con- 
Atinuing along Queen’s Road to Arsenal 
aStreet, aud thence running along Praya 
East to East Point and in course of time 
ano doubt to Shaukiwau. The stream of 
Mtraffic will follow the line of the tram- 
mWay, and the proposed Praya site for 
| the Post Office will be in at least as cldse 
touch. with the tramway as the present site. 
qa the Colonial Treasurer in the course of the 
adebate in Council said the residents of 
WKowloon ought to be considered and he 
weuggested that the present site would be 
More convenjent for them. We should 
have thought! the Praya site would have 
been preferred hy the Kowloonites, as it 
would be as near the. wharfas the existing 
Bite and the road to it would be more 
agreeable. But if Kowloon should ‘be 
onsidered ‘so -should the East Point 
id ‘Wanchai districts, which are’ 
wapidly growing in importance and popula- 
ewion, -As already remarked, a hundred 
ards one, way or the other does not 
Fake much difference, but the differ- 
Fence, such as. it is, is just as much on the 
né side as on the other, P 


V s e ° 
he’ question of cost is in a somewhat 


i 
t 
t 


-“‘not very considerable; and as the 
lony is not in‘a poverty stricken con- 
tion, the choice ought not to be deter- 

ed solely by considerations of economy. 


| be 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


We are building for posterity, and the 
vote that would be most valuable if it 
would be’ that ‘of the 
residents of the colony fifty years hence 
the light of the conditions 
But as we connot obtain 
the opinion of posterity we must form our 
own opinion in the light of past experience. 
Those who have been resident in the coluny 
for the past twenty or thirty years have seen 
the Chinese steadily pressing eastward and 
the Europeans retiring before them. The 
movement has not reached finality nor is it 


“were obtainable 


given in 
then obtaining. 


likely to do so for some time to come, 
We already have Chinese shops in Queen’s 
Road eastward of the Clock Tower, and 
although there are still some European 
establishments to the westward they are not 
likely to remain there. Ina few years the 
present Post Office site will be completely 
surrounded by Chinese 
we want to know what posterity will 
think of the people who erected a new 
Post Office there the -present genera- 
tion may ask itself what it would have 
thought if - its predecessors had placed 
the old Post Office in Chinatown. It is 
said that we should consider the Chinese an 
this matter and determine it according ‘to 
their convenience; but there is a note of in- 
sincerity in that argument; the zeal for 
Chinese interests does not strike one as 
genuine. Moreover, as the city grows there 
will have to be branch Post Offices both 
east and west, which will meet local require- 
ments, and the removal of the General Post 
Office two or three hundred yards away 
from its present site would not involve a 
Sacrifice of anybody’s interests, 

The rival schemes being fairly -evenly 
balanced as regards centrality ‘and cost 
the consideration by which the choice 
must be mainly determined is that 
of whether a Chinese quarter or 
the European quarter is the preferable 
location for the General Pust Office. That 
the Chinese quarter will spread up to and 
overlap the site of the present Post Office 
theré can be nu doubt. The old Victoria 
Hotel is already in course of conversion ; 
then, proceeding eastward, we have several 


shops in Chinese occupation, until we come, 


to that ancient landmark, Messrs. LANE 
Crawrorp & Co’s establishment. Arrange 
ments, we hear, have already been made by 
that firm for a lease of premises on the 
Reclamation, and when the removal takes 
place the present premises are to be 
demolished and four  storeyed Chinese 
houses erected in their stead. This brings 


us up to the Government property known. 


as Crosby’s Store, which adjoins the 
Supreme Court. Looking next to the north 
side of the present Post Office, it is under- 
stood that Messrs. JARDINE, MatHeson & 
Co. intend to build new offices on their 
Reclamation lot, and if that is so there can 
he no doubt the firm’s present offices will be 
replaced by Chinese houses. We will thus 
have Chinese property adjoining the .pre- 
sent site of the Post Office and Supreme 
Court on the. west and. north. If we 
look to the south, we have on the 
opposite side of Queen’s Road the premises of 
of Messrs. A. S. Watson & Co., Limited, 


and the New Club. Further to the west-| 


ward we have a few European stores mixed 
with Chinese stores, the offices above being 
occupied by lawyers and others. With 
the removal of the law courts there will 
an exodus of the lawyers from 
Queen’s Road and the European stores 
will probably find -it to their interest to 
follow the general movement eastward. 
Messrs. A. 5S. Watson and Co. may 
retain their present premises for their 
: 


. perhaps 


houses, and if 


junction with Ice House Lane, 


all four sides and on which a reall 


The subject is still in the 
stage, and as the Government professedly 


munity, but has not yet taken any effective 


States that the Government has arranged to 
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wholesale anc) manufacturing departments, 
but as‘ regards the retail store the same en 
considerations will weigh with them as with <.. - 
others. There still remains the New Club - 
to give a Eurupean air to the district, but ~~ - 
with the encroachment of the Chinese ‘the 
members, it may be presumed, will look 
out for more agreeable surroundings else- 
where, and the property will also yield a bet- 
ter return to the owners upon being converted 
into Chinese houses. Looking to the east- _ 
ward we have on the side. of Pedder’s - 
Street opposite the Post (fice the - 
Hongkong Hotel, which many may 

be inclined to regard as 
an impregnable buttress against any 
further Chinese encroachment in that direc- 
tion. But the Hotel possesses in its Re- 
clamaticn lot a much better site for a hotel 
than the present one, and if it euuld 
dispose of its existing block of buildings — 
on satisfactory terms, especially the 
old building on the Queen’s Road 
frontage, it would naturally be glad to . 
do so. That it will before very -long - 
have an opportunity of so disposing of it 
may be taken for granted. The owners of 
contiguous property at present in European a7 8 : 
occupation may be inclined to look with - 4 
sume dismay at the changes thus fore- 
shadowed, but in the long: run they will 
find that the changes will not prove pre- 
judicial to their pecuniary interests, for 
Chinese property pays well. Even were 
it otherwise, however, the retention of the 
Post Office on its present site would have 
but little effect in preserving the European 
character of the locality, and what little 
effect it might have would: prove but : 
temporary. Post Office or no Post 
Office, Queen’s Road will inevitably become 
in the main a Chinese street as far as its 


The question then is whether the Pos 
Office should be left in a district destined to 
become Chinese or should be removed into 
the European quarter, where there is a site 
availoble with a seventy-five foot road on 


handsome 


could be erected. 


debatable 


building 


desires to ascertain the wishes of the com- 


steps to that end, we would suggest a refer- 

ence to the Chamber of Commerce, and we 

would further suggest that the Committee - 
of that body should call a general meeting : 
of the members to pronounce upon the 

matter. We do not wish to be ‘under- 

stocd ourselves as condemning . Mr. 
OrmsBy’s scheme (of which we expressed. = 
our approval when it was launched), but 
we think that before being finally adopted’ 
the scheme requires much more careful 
and general consideration than it has yet 
received, and it. is for the purpose of 
promoting discussion that we have ventured 
to offer a few arguments that seem to tell 
against the scheme. Our columns are open 
to any one who has any ideas to offer on the 
subject, but we would request correspond- .. 
ents to argue the question on its own merits 
and not with reference to any bearing it may se ny 
be presumed _to have on the supposed in- Spee ee 
terests of Mr, CHaTER, or. Mr, BELILtOos, 7 
or any one else except the community at — 
large. nk 


A Taipah telegram. of the 16th February 
published in the Japanese vernacular _papers. 


undertake the construction of the Formosan 
railways, and Mr Kawai, a-Commissioner inthe. 
Formosan Governor-General’s . Office, has left: .¥.: 
for Tokyo on this business. The Formosan - 


Electric Light Co. has been wound up.” : 


* 


' NATIVE DAIRIES AND THE 
MILK SUPPLY. 

The report’ presented to the Sanitary 

Board on the 24th Feb. by the Colonial Veter- 

, inary Surgeon with ehiaies to the milk 
supply from native dairies is calculated to 
cause consumers some uneasiness. Mr. 
Lapops says that from the manner in which 

. the milk is collected he should say that it 
would be very unwise to drink any of it, 
unless previously boiled, and even then 
he should hesitate to do go because of the 
_. Yisk to health which might arise from the 
consumption of such fluid. Hitherto con-. 
sumers have been under the impression that 
they could secure absolutely pure ntilk by 
tronising one of the European dairies, but 

r, Lapps throws doubt on this, for, he 
says :—“‘ Upon reference to the attached list, 
“it will be seen that all three of the dairy 
“forms have been buying milk from these 
“native cowsheds, one of them being in- 
directly supplied with milk from Canton ; 
“and in future théir customers would do 
“well if in protection of their own interests 

“they were to insist upon a guarantee froin 
“the dairy supplying {hem that they had al- 
“ together ceased from purchasing from out- 
* side sources.” The dairy-farms may per- 
haps say that they do not purchase milk 
from the native cowsheds for the purpose 
of palming it off upon their customers 
as coming from their own cows, but for the 
purpose of feeding it to their calves, or for 

utter-making, or for other such purposes 
in connection with the working of their 
farms. Indeed we have known cases in 
which, upon its own supply of milk running 
‘short, a foreign dairy has. informed its: 
customers that it could only supply milk. 
procured from native sources as a matter of 
convenience for the ciistomers. Whether 
that “is the rule or an exception we are 
‘unable to say, but the matter is in-such a 
position that some explanation from the 
dairies seems called for in reply to Mr. 
Lapps’s strictures. - 

We rust confess, however, thai we would 
have liked more details as to the grounds 
‘on which Mr. Lapps bases his sweeping 
condemnation of the native dairies, for his 
report is couched in very general terms. It 
‘appears he wag asked to report .upon the 
. milk supply .of the Colony, ‘“‘and more 

~ particularly ss regards what becomes of 

- the milk which is collected in the cowsheds 

“owned by Chinese and Indians.” Mr. 

-Lapps accordingly gives a list ‘of the 

principal custémers of each of the Indian and 

Chinese cowsheds, but as to the milk itself, 

he confines himself tc saying that it would be 

> -wnwise to drink it. It would appear from 

“the minutes attached to the report that the 

Army and Navy draw their supplies from 

native sources, and with the strict medical 

“gurveillance exercised in these Services we 

- should think that if the milk were really an 

“effective source of danger if would soon be 
Wetected and the source of supply changed. 
“Phere are also regulations in’ force for the 
-=@ontrol of dairies which are understood to 
“.ebsure a supply. of pure water for cleansing 
“Purposes, and the inspection should also be 
-gitch as to ensure. a reasonable observance 
_-.6f:-cleanliness. “If the conditions under 
“which the milk is collected are really as 
-~ bad as would appear from Mr. Lapps’s 
= teport it follows that the system of inspection 
“ must be. radically defective, and this throws 
“the -responsibility upon the Government. 
~It would be satisfactory, we think, ifa sm 
<-eommi 
_ dairies in company wi 
recon Naval- and. 7 
= yepresented’ upon ~ 


f 


the commission. 1 


all 
asion were appointed to visit {he 
“compat th Mr. Lapps, the 
Army Medical Services being 
f! vessels would still have.an advantage when 


matters are really as bad as Mr. 
represents it is disgraceful that milk should 
be obtained from native dairies for the naval | 
and military hospitals. 


NOTICE OF RESULUTIONS IN THE 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. - 


: —_——__q—_—- 
The Government, we think, will on con- 
sideration recognise the justice of the un- 
official members’ request. that all motions to 
be brought forward in the Legislative Council 
should be set out at length on the agenda. 
It may be assumed that the members will 
probably have a getieral acquaintance with 
the subject matter of a resolution, but they 
are placed at an unfair disadvantage if they 
are kept in ignorance of the exact terms of 
the resolution until they hear them from 
the lips of the proposer. If the matter is 
one upon which they: wish to move an}; 
amendment they are éntitled to know the 
terms of the resolution in order that they: 
may be able with due deliberation to draft 
their amendment in accordance therewith, 
which they cannot always be expected 
to do. in the heat of debate and 
without a copy of the resolution before them. 
The omission of the resolutions, and questions 
also, from the agenda is of quite recent date 
and we believe originated from a feeling of. 
irritation on the part of the Government 
officials at certain rather long-winded re- 
solutions of which notice was -given by 
the Hon. T. H. Woarrexeap, which 
swelled the agenda paper to rather porten- 
tous size. The hon. gentleman is a thorn 
in the side of the Government and perhaps 
it was thought undesirable to give him any 
measure of publicity that could possibly 
be avoided, or perhaps it was a mere coninci- 
dence, butcertainitisthat it wasata time when 
Mr, Wurregeap was rather prolific of long 
resolutions that the practi-e of printing them 
with the orders of the day was discontinued. 
General Buack, we think, will recognise 
the fairness of reverting to the old practice 
and of setting aside any paltry objections 
thereto. arising from official hostility to Mr. 
W AITEHEAD. 


DISADVANTAGES OF BRITISH 
SHIPPING. 
—-—————_—_ 

British shipowners complain of: the dis- 
advantage at which they are placed owing 
to the greater stringency of the British mer- 
chant shipping law as compared with that 
of other countries. The load line regulations 
area particular grievance, as they compel 
British ships to carry relatively less cargo 
than foreigu’ vessels. We have seen it 
suggested that these regulations should be 
repealed on the ground that they are no 
longer necessary, shipowners and insurance 
companies being very well able to take care 
of themselves. - No one, we think, has ever 
entertained much doubt about. the ability 
of shipowners and _ insurance companies 
in the direction indicated; it was not 
for their protection that the ioad line 
regulations were introduced, but for the 
benefit of the ‘seaman, to prevent the 
loss of life. that formerly occurred through 
sending overloaded ships to sea. There is 
therefore not much prospect of the legislature 
repealing the law now in force, but greater. 
equality between British and foreign ships 
might be established by requiring foreign 
vessels sailing out of a British port to comply 
with the British regulations. They already 
have to do so with regard to. the carrying.of 
emigrants, and there is no good reason why 
they should not equally be required to do 
so with regard .to cargo. 
bring about absolute equality, for, foreign 


recent meeting of the Hongkong and: K 
loon Wharf and Godown Co., Limited; t 
is one unpleasantly ves 
The handling and storage ; 
Irvine said, was a subject’ which had--en: 
gaged the attention of the directors, 
they found it impossible to.improve mat 
to any extent, ‘‘ for the reason. 
“company cannot resort to tiftse subtle ex 
“ nediencies by means of which” others; 
“in. the same line of’ business, ” Appeai 
. cess,” 
the expediencies-—(“ expedients ” would i 
a more appropriate word)—referred .to ar 

of a.corrupt and dishonest nature. Th 
subject is not a new-one. We do nol 


-cargoes are weighed in and out and of.the 


putting parties interested on the. ale 


This would :not- 


ge 


TRICKS IN 1HB-COAL- TRADE 
made by the Chairman att 


In the speech 


suggestive. passage, 
of coal, Mr. BELiz 


¥ but 


that a pub 


‘to command so large a measure of 8 
The obvious suggestion is t 


recollect having seen it so openly referred: 
before, but in conversation one often hear 
curious tales about the way in which coa 


perquisites attaching to the trade. . It would 
be well if the matter could be thoroughly, 
ventilated, and Mr, Bert-Irvine’s reference 
may possibly ‘serve a useful purpose - by; 


though the practices complained of are 0 


: 
kind which it is difficult to detect. : 


THE SITE UF. THE DIAMOND 
JUBILEE HOSPITAL: 

It is with much pleasure we learn that t 
idea of placing the Diamond Jubileé Mem 
orial Hospital for Women’ and Children in 
the grounds attached to the Governmeng 
Civil Hospital. is being reconsidered. A 
the time the Hospital was decided upon we 
urged that it should he placed on Bowei 
Road, or on some other site at a reasqnabli 
distance from Chinatown. Although the ex 
pediency of this was recognised by man 
decision at that time was in favour of thesite! 
the Civil Hospital grounds, although it bad 
been officially declared that those. groun 
were already over-crowded. Apparently th 
objections to that site have now : beé 
recognised, and the present proposal: is: 
buy Craigieburn, at the Peak. Per 
the Peak Will prove a better site than B 
Road, but it is at all.eventsa matt 
congratulation that the institution is.o 
be placed ‘on the site originally d 
upon. | ee ae 


a 


ee 


8 
id 


Telegrams to the Manila ‘Comercio st: 
the disaster to the Maine at Havana was 
by the dynamos of the electric light in 
communicating fire to the magazin 
caused an explosion of the powder and to 
blowing up the ship with the whole of the 
Two hundred and eighty” were — 
hundreds injured. ‘The greater nu 
survivors ‘were picked up. by. b 
Spanish cruiser Alfonse XIII. - : 

A San Francisco paper says that th 
steamer Commonwealth, 6,000 tons, havi 
abandoued on: the coast of Vahoonver 
and -picked up by. the’ steamer Willapa,: 
safely anchored in Sidney Inlet. - The Con 
-sbealth was bound from Kobe’-to™ Portla: 
broke her shaft. She drifte ‘thr 
and finally came to ancho 
The anchor chains parted 
_the: boats in panic. and 1 } 
Willapa, having towed the aband 
safely, went-in sear ct 

them up pbout re" 
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aoe - the extent of $60,000. This is a detail of course, 
~_ bat.in making calculations of this kind it is well 
: to be exact, if possible. The building area at 
; - °° the disposal of the Government at present is— 
~. . square feet. 
~ Plot No. 1 on Reclamation...... _ 34,230 
Plot No.2 ,, 3 wre. 49,630 


a ee "Total... ... 83,860 
fom Of this it is proposed to sell 
Plotl 2. 0. 2... 84,230 


Le : Leaving ... 49,630 

S : Add sites of present Post Office - 

a and Supreme Court House 

7 (to be retained) _.. ... _... 25,860 ~ 

z Add area occupied by “ Bea- 
AL. _ consfield’ (lo be purchased) 
>. 90,250 


2 oratotalof oo... ... : 
C- : . square feet. After purchasing Beaconsfield th 
— Government (supposing it adopts this scheme 
: of the Director of Public Works) would have 
at its disposal an extra area of 6,391 square feet 
of land for building ;urposes. This would be 
partially carrying out the recommendation of 


14,754 


-- . for in their report they tell us that the area of 
83,860 square feet now at the disposal of the 
Government is not sufficient for the require- 

“ments. By purchasing Beaconsfield therefore 

: : an expenditure of 863,910 would be saved, 

= because to acquire 6,39] square feet of land 

in the .vicinity of Queen's Road at least 
$10 per square foot would have to be 

paid. I think this is sufficiently demon. 

- . strated. Now for the funds required. The 

* ~ report of the Commission shows (on page 9) the 

‘ aggregate sum needed to be $557,600 
Mr. Ormsby in his memorandum, - 

however, does not recommend the 

erection, at present, of a-store house 

for the Public Works Department. 


We can therefore deduct 90,000 
leaving... ... ...>... $467,600 
The estimated cost of Mr. Ormsby’s 
a scheme is... .:. 2. 0. ee oe > 162,000 
es Which deduct from the amount ———— 
named by the Commission, leaves $305,600 
Or including the surplus area of 6,391 | 
square feet (acquired if Beacons- : 
field be purchased) at $10 per foot 63,919 
This means a total saving to the co- 
lony of ° ... ... wae §©8$869,510 


by the adoption of the scheme of my hon. friend 

eos on my right. This is,a very large saving, and the 

- scheme should be adopted without hesitation, 

7 "  -moré especially if we endorse the gloomy views 

+ ° ~ of our financial position taken by the hon. mem- 

ber representing the Chamber of Commerce, 

i who a few weeks back prognosticated in this 

o> 5 ~~. °. Council that in our gold engagements alone 

the colony stands to lose one million of dollars. 

If, however, for the sake of economy, it is sub- 

sequently deemed desirable to add one, two, or 

three extra stories to the proposed two-storied 

structure in Queen's Road instead of continuing 

tooceupy thecool, airy, and quiet quarters secured 

for the officials in Beaconsfield, the money 50 

saved will go to still further augment the 

~$369,510 I have already mentioned as the 

“ amount saved by the adoption of the scheme of 

the Director of Public Works. With these 

~ remarks, Sir, [ beg to record my vote for the 

resolution which is now before the Council. 

~'Phig- resolution contains nothing about the 

. purchase of Beaconsfield; therefore the hon. 

-tiember opposite can have no ground to lodge 

: another protest against my voting on this 
oocasion. 

he ~ | Hon. T. H. Warrenesap—Your Excellency, 

; I rise to make a few remarks, and to begin 

: with I would state emphatically that I am 

pledged to no scheme. I am here with an open 

oe mind. “I am not interested in property on the 

new Praya Reclamation or elsewhere and I am 

here to vote for the scheme which will be the 

most efficient, give us the best service and be 

the most economical. (Hear, hear.) Your Ex- 

callency at the last meeting of Council said that 

. the whole community had had ample time to con- 

sider this question. Sir, the question which the 


tion gs put before the” Government by the 


_.! ig therefore ont in his calculations to 


in a report 


| dustrious 


s om ’ the architects consulted by the Crown agents, - 


- proposed new Government offices. 


community have had time to consider is the ques- 
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in September, 1894,—the Committee that sat 
ifor two years and two months and reported 
i dated 23rd November, 1896. 
That Committee, sir, was composed of 
five .members. Two of them were the 
former Director of Public Works and the 
officer holding the dual office of Postmaster- 
General and Treasurer. In regard, sir, to the 
late Director of Public Works, all will admit 
that he was an extremely able and a most in- 
.officer—(hear, hear)—and one 
thoroughly independent and thoroughly com- 
petent to advise the Government as to what 
was best for the proposed new Government 
offices. I will now ‘refer, sir, to the lay 
members of the Committee. There was*Mr. 
Jackson, who has had an experience-a very 
pratical experience—of the colony during the- 
last thirty-four years. Mr. McConachie, 
another member of that Committee, has been 
Chairman of the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, 
Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce, and 
has also had an experience of some thirty years of 
the colony. The senior unofficial member (Mr. 
Chater) has also had an experience of upwards 
of thirty-five years of the colony, I submit 
therefore that that Committee was thoroughly 
representative of the community, and thoy. 
unanimously reported in favour of the retention 
of the sites in front of the City Hall for the 
That scheme 
differs from the one propounded by the Director 
of Public Works a few weeks after his arrival 
here. Ifin the course of another month another 
Director of Public Works arrives possibly he 
may have anotherscheme; but the absence of con- 
tinuity{on the partofthe Crown colonial Govern- 
ment isa defect in that system. The Committee 
appointed by Sir William Robinson recommended 
the retention and utilization of the sites on the 
Praya Reclumation: in front of the City Hall. 
No doubt the- sale of the site of the present 
Post Office would be unpleasant to many, partly 
on account of sentiment and otherwise. There 
is a feeling that if it. were sold it would be con- 
verted into Chinese. houses and bring the 
Chinese into the midst of the European 
part of the town; but these reasons will 
not stand. We may be sorry at the removal of 
an old land mark, but the’ sits of the pres nt 
Post Office, Iam assured on the very vest au- 
thority—experts and other gentlemen outside of 
this Council—is more valuable by forty to tifty 
per cent. than the present site opposite the 
Hongkong Club. ~ The Director of Public 
Works at the last meeting of Cayneil said :— 
“« My office is resorted to at all hours of the day 
by overseers, contractors, and land-holdeis, and 
to have a stream of such constautly passing up a 
two-sturey building would be most objection- 
able to all the other offices in the block.” 
That little difficulty might be very easily got 
over by making’a separate entrance which would 
have no connection whatever between the two 
oftices. -The finanéial side of the scheme is one 
with which I am-not satisfied. I am informed 
on the very best authority, after careful 
investigation and calculation, that it will be 
a long time before the front site on the reclama- 
tion can be sold at the valuation placed upon 
it. Some estimate the value at twenty per cent. 
less than that placed upon it by the Director 
of Public Works. There are other schemes, 
however, which could be suggested. Why not 
add one or-two storeys to the building in which 
we are now? The foundations are amply 
sufficient to carry two more floors and to 
yield the best offices, certainly as good offices 
as any in the colony for light, air and 
ventilation. I am afraid, sir, 
question has not been: approached without 
bias and without prejudice, but opinions are 
divided and there is no hurry to push forward 
with-this scheme. The Government have pro- 
vided extra accommodation for the. Post Office 
and have also leased Beaconsfield. Your Ex- 
cellency at the last. meeting said the Govern- 
ment were most anxious to know ‘tlie real 
wish of the colony on the subject because it is 
a matter which mot only affects us now but 
affects the colony for all time, af least as far as 
we are concerned for the next fifty or sixty 
years. Thatis true. The colony, I believe, sir, 
is in its infancy, as it has been decided to open 
the internal waters of the vast Empire of China 
to forsiga tad 


[i #37 2 1 ave 


that this. 


le and steam navigation. There-. 


- —_— oe 
fore, if the Government really -wish to meet the 
wish of the community in this matter, involving 


to wit, the Chief Justice, invite suggestions for: 
fresh proposals to be sent in within a fortnight 
take further evidence and report to this Coune 

All that could be done within six weeks or two 
months at the outside. It is, I agree cordially 
with the Government, most desirable to 
facilitate matters for the Chinese in regard.to 
the new Post Office, but the question of the 
distance between the front site on the Reclama- 
tion and the present Post Office is bui a matter 
of three and a half minutes. To walk it-would 
take only three and a half minutes, while to. go 
ina ricksha is|a question of two minutes. Take, 
on the other hand, the question of wharves. 
Pedder's wharf js the most important wharf 
the colony. It G already—at all events it w 
be when ready—as it was in former years, 
overburdened with traffic, and to land mails % 
there it. would be necessary to take them 
from the launch to the wharf, from tho 
wharf toe trolley, from-a trolley to the pro- 
sent Post Office site, and then carry them 
‘into the Post Office. Whereas if. the front 
site on the Reclamation is utilized there is 
Queen’s Statue wharf which could be used for 
mail purposes and the mails could be carried 4} 
to'the Post Office across a 75 feet street. and j 
vice versa, There is much to be said on-| 
the financial side of the question; and therefore j-: 
IT am uot now in a position to record my vote’ 4: 
in favour of the second portion of the resolu: 3 ° 
tion. J quite agree with the ‘first portion, | : 
but-I snbmit os wo are not now ina 4%: . 


position to vote 1 we have made further 
enquiries and satéhed ourselves as to the finan- 
cial side of the scheémo brought forward by the 
Director of Public Works, which scheme is en- 
tirely at variancé with the recommendations of 
the Committee, who sat for two years and two 
months.- I may just one word more. 
reason why [I question the value placed on 
the front site on the reclamation is this, that’: -: 
the new blocks of offices already in course of 3 


construction, and others which are about to be ;-! 
~cnstructed are, I understand, all already let. 3 
Lhe principal firms, the insurance companies,’ |<’ 
the shipping and other companies have been 3 - 
secured as tenants for these offices on long ° 
leases. I have a list of those firms and com- 
punies, over a score in all, who have already been 
booked. And, sir, all the Banks own their pre- 
mises or hold them_on long Jeases, while the 
other principal firms—Jardine, Matheson and 3 - 
Co., Buttertield and Swire, and the P.-and O. 
Company -own their premises. oa. 
Hon. Ho Kat—I rise, sir, to make a fow 
remarks in support of the motion. Notwith- 
standing what the hon. member: for the Cham- 
ber of Commerce has said that the Council: are 
not ready or not in a position to vote on this ?3 / 
question, I contend, on the contrary,.that we 
have had a long time to consider this question. 
ard we ought really to come to_a speedy - 
decision. I remember some time ago the 
hon. gentleman I refer to was just 
the contrary track, He rather blamed: -the - 
Government for not bringing this question 
forward in 9 speedy manner, as his idea of a-Com- 
mission appointed to enquire into a particular ; 
subject was that it was always equivalent to | 
shelving the question-altogether. Now, on 
the contrary, he wishes your Excellency . to 
appoint another Commission to enquire into™ 
this question, Itis all very well for the hon, 
momber to say it might finish its work in six 
weeks, but as far as my: experience goes a Com 
mission lasts a good deal longer than six weeks 
it lasts ten times longér than that and perhaps 
two years. Now, I say I come to this Council 
with just as open a mind. as tho hon, membe 
who has just spoken. I shall vote for the most ; 
economical and most officient scheme, and at the £ 
same time I shall also vote for the most. 
venient. scheme of all—the scheme. that ‘i 
proved to be the most convenient to the public, 
not toa section of the public, but to the majority 


Director of Public Works is the more econ 
or not is the question we have to consid 


has the advantage over the other | 


a aneneres ah. es 


_ say that the keeping of the Post Office and the 


_in favour of keeping the 


_cheqye in payment of rates, taxes, and so on, 
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of saving three lakhs of dollars or more, and 
even if we take off the amount which the hon. 
amember. (Mr. Whitekead) says ought to be 
deducted from it, say twenty per cent., it wonld 
still be more economical by a stim of nearly two 
lakhs of dollars. Whether the scheme is efficient 
or not is.a matter no doubt for those who will 
have to occupy the main premises, that is to say, 
the Postmaster-General, the Treasurer, the Di-. 
rector of Public Works himself, and others. 
Whether the new scheme would provide enough 
room for them and in the most convenient 
form they can give their own testimony upon, 
but assuming for the. present that they are in 
favour of the scheme, there is therefore no doubt 
that the scheme proposed by the Director of 
Public Works would bethe most efficient. Now I 


Treasury on the present site is undoubtedly the 
most convenient to the majority of the Euro- 
péan community—(hear, hear)—and decidedly 
80 to all the Chinese community; and as repic- 
senting the Chinese community I must say tht 
so far as I know their opinion is unanimously 
Post Office and 
the Treasury on the present site. An assertiun 
hag been made that the Post Office is 
generally and mostly used by large European 
firms.- Now, sir, I would remind = the 
gentleman who made that statement tnat 
during the last few years we have tried our ut- 
most~to make the Chinese use the Post 
Office, and it will not do after having got the 
Chinese to make use of the Post Office to remove 
it some five minutes’ or even three and a half 
minutes’ walk away from the central position of 
the town and entailing on theman extra tivo cents 
in the hire of a ricksha. And, furthermore, 
the Chinese make use of the Treasury more 
than the Europeans. The European sends his 


but the Chinese have to go to the Treasury and 
pay in cash and get a receipt: from the Treasurer. 
In that way also three and a half minutes’ weik 
more or less to the Chinese would be a great 
hardship. Of course if other cases have to be 
considered we may force the Chinese to walk a 
little further, but since we can save a couple of 
Jakhs of dollars by this scheme I really do uot 
‘gee why we should vote for the Post Office aud 
Treasury- to be removed toa plot of land a long 
distance away from the centre of the town. 
Especially to remove that site would be an incon- 
venience to the majority of the Enropean com- 
munity as well. For these reasons [ have no 
hesitation in supporting the new scheme as pro- 
pounded by the Director of Public Works, and I 


. ghall cordially support the resolution that he has 


proposed. 

Hon. Wer YuK—Sir, I quite concur with all 
that the hon. member (Hon. Ho Kai) has said. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER—Bir, I came pre- 
pared thisafternoon to combat argumentsagainst 
the resolution, but I am in the pleasant position 
of not being called upou todoso. It appears 
to me, sir, that the first consideration—the chief 
consideration—in regard to the Post Office site is 
that it should be on the main road, and, other 


- things being equal, I think that the old site is as 


suitable for the purpose of a Pcst Office as any 
new site. Ido not think there can be any question 
for a moment that the old site is more central 
than the-new site. It seems to me, sir, dhat 
the old site is a most commanding site. If you 
knock down the Clock Tower, as L believe it is 
the intention of the Government to do, you will 


- have a very fine frontage to the east and you 


- have already a fairly wide road on the sonth, 
and with the skill of the builder we could no 
doubt have a building surrounded on all four 
sides by roads. Now, sir, it has not been stated in 
this Council to-day—butI may as well refer to that 
point—that there is doubt in some quarters about 
the sufficiency of light and air on. the old site. If 


- you have roads all round the building it seems 


to me that that question in the hands of skilled 
workmen, and skilled designers, is a question that 
could be very easily solved. It is nota question 
of superfluity of light. Undoubtedly the posi- 
tion on, the Praya would give a good deal more 
light than the old site, but the question is, 


- eould- the old site provide sufficient air and, 


a ee 


light ? I think there can be no doubt—in view of 
proper construction of windows, &c., and an open 


space all round the building—that the building 


would be ‘furnished with sufficient light and 
air, Something has been said to-day about the 
great advantage in the saving of time if you 


= 
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could transfer the _mails from the wharf 
just across a 75-feet road. Suppose that saves 
two minutes. Those persons who wait for their 
mails—the Chinese and the Europeans living on 
the upper levels—will have to go a further walk 
after getting their letters, so really it.is nota 
saving to them. It may be a_ saving 
to the Post Office, but I think the 
matter which should be considered is the con- 
venience of the public. There ig.one portion of 
the community who are peculiarly located. I 
mean the residents of Kowloon. How about 
their claims? Is the old site or the new site 
more convenient to them? Is if more con- 
venient to lund at the old Pedder’s Wharf and 
go to the old site or to land at the old Pedder’s 
Wharf and go to-the new site P With regard 
to ‘the: remarks which. the hon. member 
representing the Chamber of Commerce 
made about the original Committee having 
sat for two years and two months considering 
theg&cheme for the erection of Government 
b@ldings and then unanimously considering 
that the proper site for the Post Office 
was on the Praya, I surmise that that ques- 
tion of building on the old site was never 
brought before the Committee: Nor does any 
sentiment enter into the question of retaining 
the old site; it isa matter of convenience and 
either the people of Hongkong nor the mem- 
bers of this Counci! have any sentimental 
regrets. I do not propose to deal with the 
financial side of the scheme because I do not 
think it is before the Council. However, if I 
am allowed, I should like to say that I have 
worked out the figures, and it appears to 
me that whichever way we Jook at it 
the building of offices on the old site is the 
most economical scheme that has been put be- 
fore us. I ink, sir, that weare in need of new 
offices, and I think we should hurry on this work 
as fast as we can. Now with regard to my own 
office, the Treasury, I am quite of opinion that 
the Treasury ought to be re-erected on its pre- 
sent site, and I think the balance of convenience 
points that way. I have here rough figures 
showing, the number of Europeans who 
might use the Treasury and the number of 
Chinese. The umber of European owners of 
tenement in Victoria and the villages is 297 
and the number of Chinese owners of tenements, 
in Victoria alone is 1,066. ‘Chat seems to prove 
conclusively as far as the population is con- 
cerned that the balance of convenience is in 
favour of the Treasury being where it is. 


there is very little for me to reply to, but Ishoud 
like to make some remarks with regard to the 
statements by the hon. member for the Chamber 
of Commerce. It may have been a slip when he 
described the site of the old Post. Office as being 
the centre of the European portion of the town, 
Ag I say, it may have been a slip, and if it was 
I do not wish to take advantage of it; but that 
description could not be applied to the site on 
the front ot the Praya, which, when the Naval 
reclamation is completed, will be at one corner, 
I may say, of the business quarter of the town. 
There is the harbour in front on one side- and 
the Naval reclamation a few hundred yards on 
the other side. With regard to the sale of Plot 1, 
Tsaid nothing in my resolution about the finan- 
cial side of the question. T said that the Post 
Office and the Treasury could be built on the 
present site for 890,000. I have gone into the 
figures in several different ways And I am con- 
vinced that the estimate is» very fair one. I 
said nothing about the sale cr lot No. 1, because 
T hope eventually that it will not be necessary 
to sell that at all. The Hongkong and Shang- 
hai Bank have treated the colony in a most 
hand:ome manner, leaving two front lots vacant, 
while they also gave up a strip of land on each 
side of their building, widening Wardley Street 
and the old Praya, and they also gave upa 
strip of land on the sonth side, an act 
which unfortunately was not copied by the 
building next to it. With regard to the 
remark that there is no reed for hurry, the pre- 
sent state of the Post Office shows there is con- 
siderable need for hurry. Never in my ex- 
perience have I geen a Post Office worse 
arranged or more inconvenient than the Hong- 
-kong Post Office. There is no proper place to 


the new Pedder's Wharf, I think perhaps it is 
not known’ that the new pier has been ordered. 
It will be 200 feet long and 40 feet wide and | 
certainly the finest in the harbour, It has 
already been ordered from England and when 
it is erected there will be no fear whatever of — 
overcrowding it even with the ferry servioo. 
There will be plenty cf room for the mails to 
be brought in there and to be transferred by 
means of a tramway—as I hope they will be—~ — 
into the new Post Office. 


majority of eight votes. 
head and Hon. C. P. Chater voted against the 


resolution. 


reading of a Bill entitled An Ordinance to a 
further amend The Prison Ordinance, 1885, - a 


its remaing stages as no alteration was made in © 
Committee. 


reading of the Bill entitled An Ordinance for 
the Naturalization of Leung P‘ui Chi, -alias 
Leung Chak Ch‘ang, alias Leung Chung. 


The Drrector oF Pusiic WorKs—I think. 


-said she carried the regulation mast head and 


put the mails, no security, and confusion runs 
in the place because there aro no proper ar- 
rangements and no space. Therefore I think 
considerable hurry is necessary. With regard to 


167 . 


(Hear, hear.) 
The resolution was then put and carried by s 
Hon. T. H. White- 


THE PRISON ORDINANCE, 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the second 


The CoLONIAL SECRETARY seconded. 
Bill read a second time, and passed through 


NATURALIZATION ORDINANCE. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the second 


The CoLoNiIaAL SECRETARY seconded. 
Bill read a second time and passed through 
its remaining stages. : 
_ ADJOURNMENT, . 
The Council then adjourned sine die. 


SUPREME COURT. 
——-—_~<—__—- 
Qnd March. 


In ADMIRALTY JURISDICTION. 


Berore Sir JOHN CakRINGTON (CHIEF 
JUSTICE). AND COMMANDER W. C. H. 
Hasrincs (Assessor). 


MAK LOK AND OTHERS v. 8.8. “ HAITAN,” 

This was an action for damages arising out 
of a collision between the British steamship 
Haitan (Master, J. S. Roach), and the Kam 
Shem Hing yank (Master, Mak Lok). : 

Mr. J. J. Francis, Q.C. (instructed by Mr. 
(, Ewens) appeared for the plaintiffs and Mr. 
M..W. Slade (instructed by Messrs. Deacon 
and Hastings) for the defendants. 

My. Francis explained that the collision took 
place somewhere in the China Sea on tho evening 
of the 4th August last. In the answers setting 
forth the preliminary acts the junk stated that - 
the time of the collision was 9 p.m.; the steam- 
ship said it was 11 p.m. The time was practi- 
cally immaterial, but presumably, of course, the 
steamer was correct. The junk gave the place 
of the collision as fifteen miles south-west of 
Chi Lang Point, and the steamer said it was 
eight miles west of Pedro Blanco island. That 
was a difference of fifteen miles, but it was im- 
material. ‘l he junk said the wind was N. E., 
light, and gradually dying away; the steamer 
gaid the wind was E, foree about 4. Accord- 
ing to the junk the weather was clear and 
stars were visible; the steamer said it was cloudy 
and overcast-and very dark but clear on the 
water. That difference might become material. 
The junk said that when the Haitan was first 
seen they were sveering about 8.W. with mo- 
derate speed ; the Haitan said when they sighted 
the junk their course was KH. by N. half Ni, 
speed about eleven knots. The junk said she 
carried two white lights, one on the foremast 
and the other on the mizenmast; the steamer. 


side lights aud that the junk carried no lights. 

The steamer's lights were not disputed. The 

junk said that. she sighted the steamer three 
miles off bearing right ahead; the steamer said a 
that sie caught sight of (he junk about a quar- 3 
ter of a mile off and bearing about a point on 

her port bow. The junk said that the red light 

of the steamer was seen just before the collision ; 

the steamer said that just before the collision . 
someone ran along the junk’s deck withalan- ~ . 
tern. The junk said she tried to avoid the cole «© 
lision by porting when the white light of the -= = - — 
steamer was seen, by burning paper, and by - 
shouting ; the steamer said that her helm was- - 
put hard astarboard with the object of Ppa =e 
on the starboard side of the junk, which would  * 


ao 
r 


‘ ~ on board, becanse she neglected to port her 


Ede, and Mr. H. McCallum (Secretary). 


. recommendations made by the Colonial Veterin- 


} 
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‘have been well cleared had sho not altered her 
course tostarboard. Both sides agreed that the 
steamer struck the junk on the port side, sinking 
.the junk; the occupants were rescued by ths 
steamer, The junk alleged fault on the part. of the 
steamer, which did not have a proper look-out 


helm and did not keep out of the way of the 
“* junk; the steamer alleged that the junk had 
- 0 light, no proper look-out, and she altered 
her course when the vessels were approaching 
one another, thereby causing the collision. 
* Counsel contended that the steamer on her own 
admissions was clearly inthe wrong. If there 
had been a proper look-out on the steamer the 
junk would have been sighted more than a quar- 
ter of a mile off. By starboarding her helm 
_ the steamer was brought near the junk, thus 
" yendering a collision almost a certainty, as she 
turned towards the junk. The evidence would 
show that, lights or no lights, the steamer ought 
to have sighted the junk more than a quarter 
of a mile off. 

Evidence was then called and the hearing 
was still proceeding on the 4th March. 


HONGKONG SANITARY BOARD, 
: ——_—_—_ 

ANOTHER OUTBREAK OF RINDERPEST. 

- A special meeting of the Sanitary Board 
was held on Ist March at the offices. Dr. 
Atkinson (Principal Civil Medical Officer) 
resided and there were also present—Hon. R. 
hb. Ormsby (Director of Public Works), Dr. 
Clark (Medical Officer of Health), Mr. N. J. 


The Presipent—We are called here to-day 
to consider an outbreak of rinderpest amongst’ 


the cattle at Sassoon’s Villa, Pokfulum, and the 


ary Surgeon. J ask the Secretary to read a 
letter which has been received 

The SECRETARY read the following letter:— 

Government Offices, 
2lst February, 1898. 

Sir—I have the honour to report for the 
information of the Board that rinderpest, has 
broken out amongst the cattle at Sassoon’s Villa, 
Pokfulum, the property of the Dairy Farm 
Company. 

The sick animals have been isolated from the 
healthy ones and stricf measures for effectual 
disinfection ‘taken. 

No danger to the milk supply need be 
apprehended, as lactation is suspended im- 
mediately when the disease- invades the animal. 

‘A watchman might be stationed at the 
entrance of the farm to prevent the removal of 
animals and to carry out any other instructions 
that he might receive. 

I think these precautions will suffice for the 
/ present. — have the honour to be, &c.  ~ 

C. Vivian Lapps, 
Colonial Veterinary Sur geon. 


The Secretary, Sanitary Board. 

‘ After reading this letter the SECRETARY 
said—That letter was at once circulated to 
members for approval and.the recommendations 
have been carried out. A second letter came in 
yesterday and that is at present in course of 
circulation. 

The PresmeEeniI—It is evident that these 
animals are suffering from a daugerously 
infectious disease. In accordance with 
section 6 of Ordinance 17 of 1887, “if it 
appears to the Sanitary Board that an animal 
placed in segregation is suffering from a dan- 
gerously infectious disease, it shall cause such 
animal to be forthwith slaughtered, and the 

- garcase thereof shall be disposed of in. such 
manner as the Board may deem fit.” Section 7 
says— If it appears to the Sanitary Board that 
any animal has been in contact or in the same 
herd with animals suffering from disease, it may 

. atdiscretion cause such animal to be slaughtered 


-*- and the carcase thereof shall be disposed of” in 


such manner as the Board may deem fit.” Mr. 
Ladds recommends that these animals be 
slaughtered. It is not a question of one or two 
animals, it is a question of nine. He also re- 
commends that the owners be compensated for 
the loss of those cattle. “Section 3 of Ordinance 
17 of 1887 says—“<The Governor iy Council 
shall direct that out of the public revenue of 
the colony compensation shall be paid as fol- 
lows: for any animal slaughtered under the 
provisions of the Ordinance.” 


If you turn 


to sub-section 2 of section 3 of Ordinance | 
17 of 1887 you will find that. “ When an animal 
has shown symptoms of. disease after being 
over fourteen days in the colony one half its 
value immediately before it became infected 
shall be given.” Snb-section 3 says .—‘‘ When 
an animal has shown symptoms of disease, but has 
been in confact or in the same herd with diseased 
cattle compensation shall be given.” So we have 
power to recommend the Government to grent 
this compensation. I think I am right in, 
saying that in the former attack by this 
disease the animals were allowed-to die. They 
were not slaughtered and the Government did 
not compensate. ‘The only question is whether 
the Board thinks it advisable to sluughter and 
compensate or to allow the animals to be isolated 

to follow the course of the disease and die. 
The Secretary here read the following 

second letter :— 
Government Offices, 
28th February, 1898. 

Sir,—Adverting to my letter of 21-2-98 re- 
porting an outbreak of rinderpest at Sassoon's 
Villa, Pokfulum, I now have the honour to 


‘| advise, as all the precautions which have 


been taken to prevent the spread of the disease 
have proved useless, that the Board now order 
the slaughter of the remaining nine European 
bred cattle at the farm and with compensation 
to the amouut of $1,800 for them under the 
provisions of sections 2 and 3 of Ordinance 17 
of 1887 and the by-laws made thereunder. 

There would yet remain sixteen native 
bred cattle upon the farm, but I do not advise 
their’ slaughter at present, having reason to be- 
lieve that they will not contract the disease—I 
have the honour to be, &c. 

. C. Vivian Lapps. 

The Secretary, Sanitary Board. 


The PRESIDENT—I asked Mr. Ladds to be 
present here this morning so that he might an- 
swer any question you’ may think necessary. 

The MepicaL OFFICER OF HeaLTH—Are 
these nine already diseased ? 

Mr. Lapps—Three of them ; the other six are 
all right. 

The PRESIDENT— Yow suggest that these six 
should be slaughtered ? 

Mr. Lapps—Yes. 

The MepicaL OFFICER OF Hr..iTu--Are 
the healthy ones to be used as food? 

Mr. Lapps—No. 

Mr. Ep—E—How would Mr. Ladds arrive at 
the valuation? So far as I see from section 3 
the animals must be over fourteen days in the 
colony. 

The Prestpent—How long have they been 
in the colony? 

Mr. Lapps— Months, and some of them years, 

The Director or Pustic WorKks—Is it 
necessary to recommend this? 

The PresipeNtT—The only question before 
the Board is whether we consider it necessary 
to recommend to the Government that these 
animals be slaughtered or whether they should 
be simply segregated as before during a similar 
attack in 1896. The animals were not slaugh- 
tered then. Personally I do not see the object 
of slaughtering these healthy cattle. 

Mr. Epe—Perbaps Mr. Ladds will tell us 
why he thinks it necessary to slaughter them. 

Mr. Lavps—Because we have been isolating 
them and the'disease has spread to healthy ones, 
and it is likely to spread to the whole of them. 

Mr. Epr— Will it spread to the native cattle? 

Mr. Lapps—I do not think so. 

The Presrpent—My experience in 1896 

proved that we could isolate the cattle, because 
the disease broke out at the Dairy Farm and 
did not spread {o the other farms. A watch- 
man was put on the premises and the cattle 
remained there and they vearly all contracted 
the disease and died. I think we are justified 
in following a similar course now. 
- Mr. EpE—I think you will have to slaughter 
the diseased animals at once, because you can- 
not Jeave the diseased animals among the rest 
of the herd. 

The PRESIDENT—If the others have been 
amongst them they have probably got the 
disease now. 

The MEpiIcaL OFFICER OF HEALTH—Weo 
did not think there was any danger to other 
dairies. 


course, 


The Mepioas OrricER OF HEALTH—There- 
are only these nine that are not native: bred. oat 


The PRESIDENT—That is our pant of. 
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cattle. How many have died ? 

Mr. Lapps—LEight or ten; I am not quite: 
sure, . 

The Pres1ipeExt—It is evidently a -yery = 
infectious disease. In 1896 it spread. like - 
wildfire. If we kill these nine I do not aun Don: 
it will stop the disease. 

g. Mr. Epr—Mr. Ladds is of opinion that it 
will. It will-be better to order the -slanghter 


of all the diseased animals and as the others - © 


show symptoms of the disease Mr. Ladds should. 
be given anthority to have them slaughtered — 
also. I’ understand that with ‘rinderpest. you 
must not only remove the killed carcase of 
animal but disinfect the place and do all sorte: 
of things. - 

The Presin—ENt—Can Mr. Ladds inform us - 
what is the period of incubation ? 

Mr. Lapps—It is indefinite. I think if 
do not follow my advice you run a great dea of 
risk of getting the disease on the other side 
where there are 170 animals. If you have to . 
kill those animals it will be a great thing for 
the Government. 

The PREsIDENT—In 1896 they were not 
slaughtered. 

Nr. Lapps—No, but there is the risk,” 

ao PRESIDENT—How far is the other farm 
0 a 

Mr. Lapps—400 or 500 yards. 

The PRESIDENT—Will yon make a motion; _ 
Mr. Ede? 

Mr. EpE—I have no objection io moving — 
that the diseased cattle be slaughtered at. once 
and that the Colonial Veterinary Surgeon be 
authorized to slaughter as soon as any of the 
others show: symptoms of the disease, and 
that the carcases be disposed of so that the 
disease shall not spread. Steps should also be 
taken to disinfect the premises in a proper 
manner. The question of compenszation caa be 
referred to the Government. 

The PRESIDENT—You move that Mr. Ladds’ ” 
suggestion be carried out? 

Mr. EpE—Except of course’ the slaughter of 
the healthy cattle. When they show the first 
symptoms I say they should be slaughtered. 

The Prestpent—I second that motion because 
: think that during the outbreak in 1896 that 

urse was not followed, and it is more satisfac- 
ory to try to eradicate ‘the disease, if possible. 

Mr, EDE—It spread very rapidly last time. 

The Presivent—This isa much more scien- © 
tific way, at any rate. 

The resolution was then put and carried un- 
animously. 

The Board then adjourned. 


RINDERPEST AGAIN UNDER DISCUSSION, 

A special meeting of the Sanitary Board was 
held on the 3rd March at the offices of the 
Board. Dr. Atkinson (Principal Civil Medical 
Officer) presided, and there were also present—_ 
Hon. 
Police), Dr. Clark (Medical Officer of Health), 
Mr. N.J. Ede,and Mr. H. McCalium (Secretary). 
Mr. C. Vivian Ladds (Colonial Veterinary. 
Surgeon) - was also present, 

The Presrpent—I have called you together, 
gentlemen, because I think it is necessary for 
the Sanitary Board to declare the farm at 
Sassoon’s Villa, Pokfulum, an infected area in 
accordance with bye-law 12, Schedule A., of the 
Cattle Diseases Ordinance. The bye-law says— 
“Where it appears to the Sanitary Board that . 


disease exists or Has within fifty-six days existed - 
in any place where animals are kept, the Board --.. 


may declare such ‘place to be: infected. and tike 
such steps to .prevent the spread. of ‘the’ 
disease as if deems necessary.” Of course it is 
optional with the Board whether they declare the 


farm infected or not, but in 1896 we declared - 


the Dairy Farm an infected area, aud that. 


practically meant that no one could go into the |. 


farm and noone could get out. Taking into con- 
sideration the probablef{way in which this ‘disease: 
is spread, either by fodder, soiled clothing, or 
emanations from the affected cattle, I am of 
opinion that we ought to declare the farm. an. 


infected area. . 


Mr. EpE— What steps will be taken afte 
that P 

The Puesmen1—Then, in aceonianes. with ~ 
section 13, “ when a-place has been‘ declared to - 


be infected a x abe shall be: ae to ‘that : 


F. H. May (Captain Superintendent of — -- 
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- effect and the removal therefrom, without the 
sanction of the Sanitary Board, of any animal, 
earcase, fodder, litter, utensil, or other thing 
therein: is prohibited.” 

Mr. Epe—Are you going to prohibit the 
men going in and ont of the farm ? 

The Presipent—Yes; that is the conrse 
we took in 1896. . 

The CAPTAIN SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
—What I want to know is about the watchman. 
One watchman cannot be on duty there 
throughout the twenty-four hours of the day. 

The Secretary—I think I can get two other 
watchmen within twenty-four hours. 

The Presipent—I think the watchmen can 

. beobtained. The policeare absolutely necessary 

for that purpose, our Secretary will be able to 

obtain.the watchmen. 

Mr. Enu—How are you going to prevent the 
people in that place from communicating with 
the outside? On the last occasion we had some 
arrangement by which the people should come 
out after adopting certain precautions, 

The Presipent—I think it will be more 
satisfactory for the Secretary to write to the 
Dairy Farm suggesting the adoption of the 
steps which wers taken in 1896. Thena watch- 
man was placed on the premises and no one was 
allowed to come out. 

Mr, EpE—How was the food taken to them ? 

The Secretary—I think some arrange- 
ments were made for the food to be carried 
there. 

The PREsSIDENY—I should like to mention 
that in 1894 there was an attack of rinderpest 
amongst the cattle before the plague broke out 
in this Colony ; again in 1896 there was another 
oulbreak of rinderpest before the plague 
epidemic of that year. qi 

Mr. Eps—I noticed that. ! : 

The PrRestpent—There may be some con- 
‘nection between the two. I think there very 
probably is. ; : 

The CaPTaIn SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
—I do not sea anything in these regulations 
about preventing people from going in or com- 
ing out of the farm,. 

The PRESIDENT—It states so here. 

The Captain SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
—All if states is that the removal of “any 
animal, carcasa, fodder, |'S:., utensil, or other 
thing therain is prohibited.” 

The Presipent—Nothing can come out of 
the place. . 

The Caprain SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
—There is no law to compel them to remain 
there. : 

Mr. EpE—They were recommended to remain 
there for their own protection. 

The SecRETARY—They did that of their own 
accord. We recommended it, but we had no 
power tocompelit. Wedid not order it. 

The Carprain SUPERIN’2NDENT OF POLICE. 
Thore is no power to prevnt the people from 
having communication with the outside world. 

The Presment—“‘ The removal: of any 
animal, carcase, fodder, littar utensil or other 
thing therein is prohibited.” 

The CapTalIn SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE. 
—I know it is. 

The Presrmpent—They are liable to a 
penalty for a breach of these bye-laws, butit does 
not prevent a coolie from going out, if he seizes 
his opportunity. : : 

The Caprain SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
—Coolies did go out; one or two did. Our 
powers are limited. We have got te stop the 
infection going out. If a man chooses to keep 
his servants in it is all right, but we cannot 
‘compel him. | 
/ The PeesmEent—The object of course is to 

prevent the disease as far as we possibly can 
from spreading to the opposite farm. 

Mr. Epe—Under Section 12 the Board can 
“take such steps to prevent the spread of the 
disease as it deems necessary. ‘Therefore I 

-should think we could order the psople to 

* remain there, but we might advise thé manager 
to give the order. 

The PResipENT—I move; that Sassoon’s 
Villa,-Pokfulum, be declared an area infected 
with rinnderpest. 

Mr. Epe—Three cattle were slaughtered, 
Mr. Ladds ? 
Mr. Lapps— Yes. 

Mr, Epe—Has there been any disease 
amongst the other six ? 

Mr. Lapps—No, not so far. 
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The Presipent—Any fever ? 

Mr. Lapps—Not so far. 

The Pre3siDENtT—Have they been examined 
to-day ? 

Mr. Lapps—Yesg, I went out there to-day. 

The Mepicat OFFICER OF HeaLta—How 
many cattle are there altogether ? 

Mr. Lapps—Six European bred cattle and 
sixteen native bred cattle. ; 

The PRESIDENT—How many cattle have 
already died of the disease in addition to those 


slaughtered ? 


ee a ae ee ee 


Mr. Lapps—Twelve, I think; T am not sure. 

Mr. EpE—AIl European cattle ? 

Mr. Lapps—Yes. 

Mr. Epze—Yon expressed the opinion last 
time that the native bred cattle were not likely 
to catch the disease. - : 

Mr. Lapps—No, I said that it appeared that 
the native bred cattle had had the disease before 
and therefore were perhaps immuned, but they 
are just us likely to catch the disease as the 
others. ; 

Mr. Ene—Is it safe to allow the native bred 
cattle, who are supposed to be immuned, to go 
out and to be put somewhere else ? 

The PRESIDENT—NO, certainly not, Ishould 
say. Ask Mr. Ladds. 

Mr. Lapps—TI thiok the best plan would be 
to remove these European bred cattle some 
distauce from the present infected sheds, then 
disinfect the whole place, aud open the place 
again, 

The PresipENt—By that means you may 
infect another spof. - 

Mr. Lapps—Don't remove them off the farm, 
but into auother shed. There is plenty of room 
down the hill side. There is an old bungalow; 
I think it’s called Chater's bungalow. — 

The PRESIDENT—T hat is a matter of arrange- 
ment with the Dairy Farm employees. I think 
Mr. Ladds might arrange with the manager of 
Sassoon’s Villa. : 

Mr. EpE—There are certain native cattle 
which are supposed to be immuned and ara 
giving milk. By declaring this place infected 
we prevent the milk from coming out without 
the sanction of the Sanitary Board. 

The PResiDENT—There are, I understand, 
170 cattle in the other farm. 

Mr. EpE—If it is necessary! to stop the milk 
we will do so, but if it is not necessary I think 
it should not be done. 

Mr. Lapps—I think there is-no reason to 
stop the milk. Section 13 says “without the 
sanction.of the Sanitary Board.” I do not see 
why you should not lef them do it if you 
cannot prevent coolies from going out with the 
milk. 

The PaREestpENT—Is it wise.to permit this ? 
The clothing of those people who are in the in- 
fected area might get. contaminated by having 
been in contact with cattle already infected. 

Mr. Labps—The Captain Superintendent of 
Police told you you cannot stop the coolies. 

The PResiIpDENT—But you do not wish to 
multiply the risk. 

The Caprain SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
—I did not say you cannot stop the coolies. 

Mr. Eor—How would it do to declare the 
place an infected area and then for Mr Ladds 
to communicate with the manager of the farm 
stating that, by adopting certain precautions, 
they, could sand out the milk until they were 
stopped ? 

The PREstpeNtT—Personally i do not think 
it is wise, becaase|by that means you might 
spread the disease. 

The MsepicaL OFrFiceR oF HEALTH—I sup- 
pose they are distributing this milk at the pre- 
sent moment, ? 

Mr. Lapps—At present they are. 

Mr. Eps—The disease can only be spread by 
contact. It is not a question of the milk, 

Mr. Lapps—TI do not think the milk conveys 
the disease. ; 

The Meprcan OFrFicer or Heattu—lIs it 
possible for this milk to be sold as food for 
calves P 

Mr. LADDS—No. I do not think so. 

The PRESIDENT—No possibility ? “Do lyou 
know what is done with the milk P 

Mr. Lapps~—It goes to Wyndham Street. 

The Prestpent—Anybody can buy it? 


Myr. Lapps—Yes. 
The PREsmIDENT—Therefore anybody—any 
Chinese dairy—might buy it to feed calves, 


i 
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The CAPTAIN SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
—I beg to second the resolution. . "i 

Mr. EpE—I do not exactly know what.to do. 
I think with 
the milk out. a 

The PRESsIDENT—I should like to know if 
the Police have been informed of the presence 
of rinderpest at that farm in accordance with 
Bye-law 14. ; 

The Captain SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE - 
—-I have received information of it, but not 
from the owners of the farm. x ; 

The PRESIDENT—I think their attention - 
should be drawn to that bye-law, I recommend 
ik they be furnished with a copy of these bye- 

aWs. 

The MepicaL OrFiceR oF HEa.tH—Jn 
regard to coolies going in and. out of 
the farm and the possibility of their spread- 
ing the disease, would it not be advisable to 
take the advice of the Crown Solicitor as to 
whether under by-law 12 “ taking such steps to 
prevent the spread of the disease” would not 
include prohibiting coolies going in and out? 

The PREsIDENT—This should be done. 

The CarpraiIn SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
—I think the coolies ought to be kept in. 

Mr. EpE—So do I. 

Mr. Lapps—I do not think that coolies 
would spread the disease, but it is possible. 

The SECRETARY said he would arrange that 
matter with the manager of the farm. : 

The resolution declaring the farm at Sassoon’s 
Villa an infected area was then carried... - - ° 

The PRESIDENT asked the Secretary to read a 
letter which had been received from Mr. Ladds 
this morning. aa 

The SECRETARY read the following letter :— 

Government Offices, 
; 2ud March, 1898. 

Sir—I have the honour to report for the 
information of the Board that in accordance 
with the resolution passed at the special meet- . 
ing which was held yesterday morning to con- 
sider the question of dealing with the outbreak 
of rinderpest at Pokfulum, and which: reads— 
“That the animals that are now diseased be 
slaughtered, and that as others at the same 
place show symptoms of the same disease that 
they also be slaughtered,” the three animals 
at Sassoon’s Villa which were showing symp- 
toms of rinderpest have been destroyed and 
buried. 

f take this opportunity of recording as my 
opinion that the only present effecttial method 
of dealing with an outbreak of rinderpest in.a 
shed of dairy cattle in the colony is the jimme- 
diate slaughter and burial of every animal in 
that shed directly the disease makes its appear- 
ance, No half measures should be entertained. 
Prompt action is necessary. 

1 think the timo is not far distant when the 
serum treatment of this disease will be gener- 
ally adopted, but this system needs the use of 
special apparatus, which at present is not avail- 
able.—I have the honour to be, &e., 

C. Vivian. Lapps. © 


proper precautions we might let’ 


The Secretary, 
Sanitary Board. 

The PRESIDENT—Since receiving this letter 
I,have readjthe Cattle Diseases Act in force in 
England and there it states “that any animals 
suspected of being infected with cattle plague, 
or being or having been in the same shed, herd, 
or flock, even if they have not the disease, within 
an infected area shall be slaughtered.” After 
ascertaining this I quite fagree with Mr. Ladds 
that all the cattle within the shed should be 
slaughtered. = . 

Mr. Epz—But Mr. Ladds seid the native 
cattle were immuned. 


| Mr. Lapps—I believe they are myself. I ~~ 
think they have had the disease at some previous 


time. 

The Presipenf—* Any cattle being or hav- 
ing been in the same shed, herd, or flock.” I 
certainly think that if that is the custom at 
home it should be carried out here. Have the 
sixteen been in the same shed? . 

Mr. Lapps—Some of them. : 

The Paestpent—I think it would be safer 
if they were all slanghtered. fc ee PE 

Mr. Epr—I think it would be better to - |. 
let the matter rest at the resolution passed'at 


the last meeting, and if another case arises we... 
can adopt that method. There has not. been — . 
pits case and it is possible there will not be. 
_ another. roe ee : 


PY. | T 
Mr, Lapps—I do not think it is necessary to. 
slaughter all of them. 
'. Lhe Presrpent—Yonr letter’ says—‘ I teke 
this opportunity of recording as my opinion that 
the only present effectual method of dealing with 
an outbreak of rinderpest in a shed of dairy 
’ eattle-in the colony is the immediate slaughter 
‘and burial of every animal in that shed.” Also, 
“No half measures should be entertained.” 
Mr. Lapps—I said that before, but you 
would not take my advice then. 
The Prestpent—Because I had not then 
‘had the opportunity of reading the act in force 
home:. I have had an opportunity of reading 
the Cattle Diseases Act-since then. 
oe The Captain SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
eS = What shed were the cattle in ? 
= ‘Mr, Lapps—They came out of three different 
eo sheds, I think. 


Rohs, The Captain SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
Bee} —How many have died ? 
: Mr. Lapps—I am not sure, but I think 
’ twelve died and three were slaughtered. 
_ The Parsrmpent—It would be better for you 
to'report to the Board exactly what has occurred. 

The CAPTAIN SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
—How many cattle were in each shed? 

Mr. Epr—Twelve died and three wers 
slaughtered. There remain six sound ones of 
European breed and sixteen natives — thirty- 
seven in all. ~ ! . 

: The CAPTAIN SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
Te —They were the whole of the occnpants of the 
three sheds ? ; 

Mr. Lapps—I.am not sure of the number. 
~The Prestpent—We should know. 

Mr. Lapps—lI think there were four or five. 
in one shed, six or seven in other, and eighteen 
in another. I am not quite sure. 

The Presipent—They all have practically 

; the same food P 

2 Mr. Lapps— Yes. 

ie _ The Persrpent—Do you think the disease 
might be spread by the food ? 

Mr. Lapps—l think it must bave come in 
the straw. 

The Presinent—Then the straw must be 

infected. ; 
z Mr, Lapps—T hey have ceased to tse straw now. 
feo The PREsIDENT—I am afraid Mr. Ladds 
a . is too sanguine in regard to the serum. 
7 treatment, as it is only within the 
: last twelve months that Professor Koch 
attempted at great expense to find a remedy for 
for rinderpest in South Africa, and his experi- 
ments, proved as I understand, quite useless. The 
a question is whether the whole of the cattle at 
om i! Sassoon’s Villa be slaughtered or not. I move 
oF that they all be slaughtered. 

Mr. Epe—I am not in favour of that. I 
think if any more cattle get sick we should 
slaughter them, and if the disease spreads we 

’ might take that proposal into consideration. 
: At present three cattle have been slaughtered 
; and the rest have shown no signs of the disease. 


Under those circumstances I think the matter’ 


should stand as it is. 

_The Presrpzent—Does anybody second my 

motion P Pai 

' “The Captain SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 

_—TI+ seems to mo that Sassoon’s Villa is a pla 
: _ + that could be isolated and nothing will be re- 
“=. moved therefrom. Having done that, I think 
oe ‘we might let things rest where they are without 
slaughtering any more cattle. Even if the 
rinderpest does spread within those confines I 
do not see what harm it will do; but if the orders 


the disease should spread. 
- The ‘Presrpent—Of course if no one 
seconds my motion it falls to the ground. Tho 
lace now being declared an infected area there 
is no absolute necessity for any more slaughter- 
ing of the cattle to take place. 
Mr.° EpzE—The previous resolution stands 
- “good. 1 was trying to save the sixteen native 
~ eattle. - Unless there is a motion to the effect 
_ ‘that the previous resolution is cancelled it will 
ar have to stand, of conmrae. 
‘ ‘The Caprarn SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
==Yes, it does stand. - 
After some further conversation it was agreed 


-destroy.tha straw, and the President said that 
_ ‘the Government would have to compensate the 

“owners the full market value of the straw, or 

~. any other article destroyed during the cleansing 
- + and disinfeotion. pee 


ay, 


of the Board are carried out I do not see why 


- “ta yecommend the Dairy Farm Company ‘to. 


HE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 
'.The Prestpent—Havo due precautions been 
taken in regard to burial P 

Mr. Lapps—Yes, the carcases were buried 
six feet deep and quicklime was put on them. 

The PrestppEnt—On the farm itself P 

Mr. Lapps—Yes, there is no danger. We 
do not know that there are any germs. - 

The PresipENT—I found some in 1896. 

Mr. Lapps—Dr. Koch did not find any. 

The Pres1peENt—Never mind, I did. (Laugh- 
ter.) The bacillus is almost exactly the same 
as plague bacillus, Dr. Wilm and myself found 
a bacillusin the spleen and the mesenteric glands, 
and the only differenc is that -the rinderpest 
bacillus wad much larger; it stained at either 
pole in the same manner as Kitaratos’ post 
bacillus. You will find this mentioned in -Dr. 
Wilm's report on the epidemic in1896. 

The CAPTAIN SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
—If that is so it would appear desirable fo bury 
these animals in a better way. 

The PREsIDENT—That is why I asked the 
question. Last year they were dumped into the 
ea, 

The MepicaL OFFICER oF HEaLTH—And 
some of them came up again. 

The Presipent—I am in favour of burning 
the carcases. 

Mr. Eps—It did not succeed last year. 

Theo PRESIDENT—In India carcases of horses 
are freguently burned, and I do not see why it’ 
is impossible here. 

The CAPTAIN SUPRRINTENDENT OF POLICE 
—Theadndian Police are accustomed to burn their 
own;dead, and they would burn the cows for us, 

The PRESIDENT—I do not think you would 
require to have a furnace. You want wood and 
kerosine. 

Mr. Epze—When the last attempt was made 
the carcases were only half burnt. 

The Secretary.—They tried to bury the 
animals, but they could not dig deep enough. 
Then they tried to burn the carcases, which 
were lying there three days before they were 
taken out to sea. 

The PResIDENT—If it could be done as an 
experiment it would be a good thing. 

Tho CaPpTAIN SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
—If you can burn a human carcase you can 
burn a cow's if the fire is big enough. 

The PResipENT—It is possible that this out- 
break is the result of the 1896 disease. The 
germs may be still in the soil. 

The Caprain SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
—I was not here-in 1896, but I am told that 
some yachts were nearly wrecked through run- 
ning on cows’ horns. (Laughter.) I move that 
an attempt be made to burn the carcases. 

The PRestpent—I second that. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The PRESIDENT—I would add that it be-done 
‘under the supervision of the Colonial Veterin- 
ary Surgeon. . - 

Mr. Lapps—I do not think it is possible to 
burn the carcases, If you will show me how to 
do it I will be very pleased to do it, but I do not 
think it is-possible. 

_ The PRESIDENT—]jthink the Indian Police, 
who born their dead, might be able to assist you. 

The CAPTAIN SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
—I will give you all the assistance I can, Mr. 
Ladds. I have an idea that we can do it. 

. Mr. Lapps—I think the President's sug- 
gestion that they be buried at sea is the best, 
if they are buried carefully. 

The PresipENt—I am afraid the resolution 
is carried now.. That is all the business. 


———— 
THE RUMOURED SHIZULE OF 
KWONGCHAU BAY BY - 
- THE FRENCH. 
—— . 

Fot some days past a rumour has been cur- 
rent in the colony that the French had suddenly 
seized Kwongchau Bay and that French war- 
ships were in possession of the place. There 
was certainly some ground for the rumour, but 
it turns ont that the French have not as yet 
made any seizure. . A few days ago the French 
fleet appeared in Kwongchau Bay and no doubt 
the Chinese imagined that the visitors had 
come to remain.. We learn, however, from a 
most reliable source that the French fleet with- 
draw from the place on the 23rd inst., so it is 
probable they were only making one of their 
‘mysterious visits to various parts. of the China 
coast. a legen ACY yo as 


ships have entered Kwongchau Wan. and 
landed troops there. The report is somewhat 
premature, the truth probably being~ that 
French war-vessels have visited the place and 
are surveying it with a view to ‘making it-one - 
of their bases of operations in their coming -. 
campaign in South China. eta bate at 
- ~The above fact being tnken for granteda fow = 

particulars about Kwongchan Wan will doubt-° 
less be of interest to the newspaper reading 

public. Kwongchan Wan lies in lat. 2l.deg.. _ 
15 min. N and long. 110 deg. 30 min. BH; it is,.-..- 
approximately, about 200 miles W.S.W. from =. 


for the purpose of a naval harbour: and a-com- ” 


(CONTRIBUTED)... > 


Té has lately been ‘reported that French war: 


Hongkong. The bay isan éxcellent one, both 


mercial port, and the French-have in selecting . 
this point as a base for their operations exhibited - 
great grasp of what they want and how to 
take it. The harbonr is in some respects 
similar to Hongkong, being superior to it 
in some points, but lacking many of the ~ 
advantages of the British port; still it will. 
be a prize well worth seizing. .There are 
two narrow entrances to the harbour, which is. 
twenty miles long and completely land-locked 
and has a depth of from 34 to 10 fathoms with . 
good holding ground. The eastern entrance, 
which is about 14 miles wide, has’ several 
sand banks outside of it which prevent a direot 
approach from seaward, but it can easily. be 
approached by a good channel running up 
along the shore from the south with an~ 
average depth of seven fathoms; but at 
one point the channel is only five and & half: 
fathoms deep. In the entrance itself there is 
twelve fathoms of water, and on entering the 
harbour, which is five to six miles across at this 
point, there is an average depth of - nine 
fathoms. ‘he wide portion of the harbour is - 
ahout ten miles long,-from east to west, and © 
about six or seven miles wide, from north to 
south, thus affording a safe anchorage for- an 
immense fleet of ships of the heaviest draft. 
In addition to the wider portion of the harbour 
there is a narrower arm, averaging from 1} to 
2 miles in width, and about fifteen miles long, 
leading from the main harbour to the eastern 
exit or entrances. The depth of water in this 
narrow arm of the harbour averages from 34 to 
4 fathoms. The tide runs very strong in the en- 
trances of the harbour and through the narrower __ 
arm, as might be expected considering the 
immense basin which has to be filled and 
emptied with each rise and fall, and the nar- 
row space through which the water has to flow. : 
A river of some size discharges into Kwong: “ . - 
chau Bay aud on this river is situated the town 
of Cheikhome, a trading centre of considerable 
importance, carrying on a large trado with - 
Macao and Kongmoon, on the West River. -. 
The imports into Cheikhome are principally. . 
cotton yarn, piece goods, and opium, but all the 
otuer staple‘articles of trade in China go there. 
in considerable quantities. The principal ex- _ - 
ports are groundnut oil and matting. The 
matting is that used so largely in South China 
for matting packages and for making mat bags 
and mat sails. a ‘ a7” 
-Apart from its commercial value the posses- 
sion of Kwongchau Bay will carry with it 
the control of Lnichow, Lienchow, and Kochow 
Prefectures, which, with the island of Hainan (or 
Kiungchow Prefecture), will now undoubtedly - 
be incorporated with the French: possessions-in- 
Tonkin. 7 te St Soe 
A comparatively low range of hills, some 
distance inland, is al! that will separate the  —. 
French possessions from the valley of the West. - .. 
River during the greater part of its courses. 
. The trade of this part will probably quadruple:.. - 
itself within five years after the French occupa-- ~ 
tion, notwithstanding their differential tariffs, — 
for the burden of those special tariffs will be as 
nothing compared to the burden placed on trade - 
by piracy and Chinese officialdom at the present - 
time. ; wee ah 
Hongkong will not fail to profit. by these 
changes: and might well congratulate : itself 
upon the additition to the trade of. the port 
(for the trade will be with Hongkong direct) 
were it not for the restlessness and territorial 
insatiablity of our. French — neighbow 
they will only be content..with, the 
for a fow years at most and then, be 
absorb the ‘West River valley, 
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_ Enclosed is a list showing the sickness - 
amongst the members of the nursing-and ~~ 
medical staff during the years 1892 to 1895 
‘From this it is evident how trying hospital work 
is on the lower levels. ~ ee 

A transference of their sphere of action to. 
the Peak, whilst benefiting those who are nursed 
by the sisters, would undoubtedly assist inin-, | 
creasing their efficiency by a better maintenan 
ot health. . 

This applies similarly to the medical staff of 
the Department. eee 

There is at present a private hospital at the 
Peak, but its sphere of usefulness is necessarily 
limited, and as in the main it is a commercial 
undertaking the benefits to be derived from an 
annexe such as this to the Medical Department 
of the colony must be evident to all who . 
seriously consider the matter. . : 

) would point out that. if the suggestion I 
have made is approved of it will not in my 
opinion be.necessary to proceed with the how 
Women’s Hospital. In this way the criginal idea. 
of the promoters of a Women's Hospital will be 
more literally carried out. With a few altera- 
tions “ Cragieburn ” could be made available for - 
women and children in addition to being an 
annexe to the Government Civil Hospital.’ 
Another important advantage would accrue in 
the fact that the present hospital premises will 
not be further crowded upon. . 

I request that the whole question be referred: 
to the Jubilee Committes. . 

With regard to the financial aspect of the 
| question, I am given;to understand that it may 
be possible to purchase “ Cragieburn” alone; 
by that I mean the building without the whole 
of the grounds, ; 

I understand that there is the fear that. 
Chinese patients may object to being treated in 
a hospital at the’ Peak, This prejudice in my 
opinion would soon disappear, and it must be 
remembered that it is principally for Karopean’ 
women and ehildren that greater accommodation ~ 
is required.—I have the honour to be sir, your - 
obedient servant, a a 

J. M. ATKINSON. 
Principal Civil Medical Officer. 
The Hononrable J. H. Stewart Lockhart, 
Colonial Secretary. — 

The CHAIRMAN stated that in view of this 
letter he would be glad to know what course 
the Committee advised should now be adopted. 

Hon. F. H. May moved that the question of 
the selection of the plans.be postponed with a 
view to 4 further consideration of Dr. Atkinson’s 
letter. | 

Mr. Dansy seconded the nfotion, which was 
carried, 

It was_then resolved, in view of Craigieburn 
being offered for sale on the 1st March, to 
authorize the ( hairman to try and arrange with 
the owners to postpone the sale until such fime 
‘as the Jubilee Committee had given some definite 
decision on the proposal made by Dr. Atkinson. 

The Coarrman then read the following report - 
on the progress of surveys, &c., in connection 
with the Victoria Jubilee Road. The report 
was prepared by Hon. BR. D. Ormsby, Director 
of Public Works, who was’ present at the 
meeting by requesti:— ee 

Mr. T. G. Hughes, of the Royal Engineer - 
Staff, was engaged by Government and attached 
to the Public Works Department in November 
for special work, namely, the tracing and sur- 
veying of the proposed carriage road round the 
Island. tee at ganas 

Mr. Hughes commencéd work on the 18th 
November, and has been continuously employed 
-at it erer since. i ae ae : 

His work consists in surveying and levelling 
over the existing road and (where the gradients 
are found to be too steep for the new road) seek- . 
ing a suitable line, with no steeper gradient © 
than 1 in 18. ie Son ce? 8 

I had hoprd to make 1 in 20 the maximum 
grade, but found. the configuration of the ~ 
country made this very difficult except by un--. 
duly increasing the length of the road and - 
the expense of construction. I have therefore — 


by the officials in the last war with France, and 
since that war also, and failure to call in the arms 
again ; the large importation of arms by secret 
societies during the past two or three years 
with intent to raise a rebellion ; and the further 
import of arms by more peaceful persons for use 
in self-defence. “These reasons, and possibly 
other réasons not known to the.avriter, are those 
which have resulted in the growth and exten- 
sion of brigandage until it has become univer- 
sal over an extent of country half the size of 
Europe and only needs the appearance of a 
strong, desperate, and able man to weld all the 
scattered bands into one and raise the standard 
of rebellion in oarnest and carry it over the 
hills into the Yangtsze Valley. The foregoing 
ig an outline of the state of things in South 
China. In the North a similar state of affairs 
exists; even in Manchuria, the home of the 
Tsing dynasty. . 


_ Britain cannot allow unless she is going to 
renounce all intention of preserving the Yan;z- 
teze Valley intact to China. 

Probably coal will be found in the neighbour- 
hood of Kwongchau Bay, as the geological for- 
mation in the locality is of carboniferous age. 


‘28th February. 


THE CAUSE OF BRIGANDAGE IN 
SOOTH CHINA AND WAY Il IS 
NOT SUPPRESSED. 
ee pre, SS 
(CONTRIBUTED.) 
i That brigandage has always been more or less 
B : prevalent in South China is well known to all 
la old residents in the Far East and it is a well 
a recognized fact that it has of late years become 
of more general occurrence till, since fhe last 
§ war with Japan, the traveller is not safe on the 
most frequented: highways, either on land or 
water, and there is not a village or town whore 
inhabitants aré entirely free from the dread cf 
being aroused in the dead of night {o pay toll 
to these freebooters. It has been said that the 
peaceable inhabitants know that any night they 
. may be aronsed to pay toll to the armed gang 
:E of robbers who have sprrounded the house or 
iG village and whose only right to demand all the 
4 -. valuables at hand is the power to enforce that 
" demand ; but so free are these piratical bands to- 
levy ‘blackmail that they often disdain to await 
{ill night hides their preparations to attack 
their victims and conceals their retreat, prefer- 
ring the broad daylight for executing their raid. 
One would have thought that in the southern 
capital, Canton, the peaceful citizen would have 
fell, secure from such /attacks, knowing that 
there were located the dhief forces of the Gor- 
- ernment‘of the southern provinces, b:cked up 
by-a Tartar garrison of ten thousand inen, not 
» mention other troops statioued within easy 
eall. Yet what are the’ facts ? Why, ignoring 
these powers and the impotent controllers of 
them the pirate bands fearlessly, from time to 
time, not only levy black-mail on the weaithy 
merchants and rob the pawn-shops, where lies 
the accumulated wealth of the populace, bu‘ 
they do not hesitate, also, to even demand, and 
obtain, large sums from some of the officials 
themselves and rob the houses adjoining the 
yamens. What greater proof could there be 
that the control of these portions of the empire 
is slipping out of the grasp of the present 
feeble and expiring Manchu dynasty. 
Surély it is time for the European Powers to 
step in and agree amongst themselves as to the 
is respective spheres in the outlying provinces of 
2 China which they will undertake to administer, 
:- before it is too late and another greater Taiping 
"Rebellion throws the.country into a state of 
chaos and paralyzes all trade, both native and 
foreign. Britain least of wll can afford to allow 
the present state of disorder to. grow and 
develop into civil war on an extentive scale, and 
cshe can hardly be foolhardy enough to again 
undertake to set the thankless, corrupt, effete, 
and failing Tsing dynasty on its legs once more 
: for another course of thirty years of duplicity 
iz in making and keeping of treaties 
| Although brigandage is rife even in Canton, 
the southern capital, itself, it-is on the outlying 
fringes of the empire, viz., Hainan, Southern 
a. and Western Kwangtung, Kwangsi, and Yun- 
1 nan, that the pirate hordes are waxing boldest, 
i and it‘is this unchecked brigandage which is 
causing restiveness on the part of France which 
will shortly culminate in her invading and 
ome annexing those territories. : 
is _. The canses of this brigandage are, the failing 
_grasp of the alien officials’ (alien in that they 
are natives of provinces other than that over 
which-they rule) on the country ; failure to pay 
the troops and the disbanding of them without 
pay and provision of passage to their homes, 
‘go that they have only one way of exist- 
-- | ing, ie., to help themselves to what they eed, 
or what they desire ;:the impoverishment ofthe 
country by the extortions of the officials and| It is not necessary fer me to dilate upon the. 
the barriers they raise to the free course of | advantages to be derivcd, especially by the sick, 
~  tyade, further aggravated by the withdrawal of ; from a change to the climate of the Peak; this ; é 
capital from circulation and hoarding of same | is known to all who kave resided for any length | allowed short lengths of 1 in 18, which is’a 
5 under the sense of the impending state of | of time in the colony. ; fairly gocd gradient for a carriage road,.° 
. anarchy ; the incitation of piracy by the border Another most important advantage would The first mile of the present road was found 


officials to avert demands from disbanded | accrue to the colony by this procedure, viz., the | to be much too steep, and considerable difficulty - 


THE DIAMOND JUBILEL COM- 
MEMORATION SCHEMES, 
———_< > 
IMPORTANT MEETING OF THE COMMITTEF, 

A meeting of the Hongkong Jubilee Com- 
mittee was held af the Council Chamber on Mon- 
day afternoon, 28th Feb.,at4.30. The Hon. C. 
P. Chater (Chairman of the Committee) presided, 
and there were also present— Messrs. T. Jack- 
son, A. P. McEwen, W. Chatham, J.J. Francis, 
Q.C., W. Danby, D. RB. Crawford, Hons. F. H. 
May, E. R. Belilios, J. J. Bell Irving, Wei A. 
Yuk, Ho Kai, and J. H. Stewart Lockhart (Hon. 
Secretary). 

After the minutes of the previons meeting 
held on the 26th April had been read, the CHAIR- 
MAN said that before proceeding with the busi- 
ness to be brought before the Committee he 
would like to have an expression of opinion 
from the Committee as to whether it was the 
original intention of the Committee that the 
Hospital for Women and Children and the Nurs- 
ing Institute should consist of two buildings, or 
whether it was the intention of the Committee 
that there should be only one building to’ meet 
both purposes, as the resolution proposed by 
Mr. Whitehead at the last meeting- seemed 
somewhat vague on the point. | 

Mr..Fraxcts said he was of opinion that the 
original intention of the Committee was that 
there sh ould be two buildings. . 

The Hon. SECRETARY (Hon. J. H. Stewart 
Lockhart) concurred in this view, as did all -the 
other members with the exception of Mr, 
Belilios. 

The CHAIRMAN then explained that the 
meeting had been originally summoned for the 
purpose of selecting plans for the Hospital for 
‘Women and Children and the Nursing Institute. 
Competition had been invited and three plans 
were received, one from Messrs. Palmer and 
Turner, one from Messrs. Denison and Ram, 
and one from Mr. B. Brotherton Harker; but 
since the notice was sent out summoning the 
meeting the following letter had been received 
from Dr. Atkinson :-— 

Government Civil Hospital, 
; Hongkong, 26th February, 1898. 

Sir,—I have the honour to suggest to the 
Government the advisability of its securing the 
residence known as ‘‘ Cragieburn ” as an annexe 
to the Government Civil Hospital. 

As the result of over ten years’ experience 
in the Medical Department of this colony, I am 
convinced of the great bei. {i derived, especially 
with convalescents, more particularly during 

| the hot season, by a short stay at the Peak. 

Undoubtedly an irstitution of this sort, at 
the higher levels, undey the administration of 
the Medical Department, would prove a great 
boon not only to the Government officials 
temporarily incapacitated by illness, but also to 
the meubers of the community who avail them- 
selves of the opportunities: afforded: at present 
at the Government Civil Héspital. © , 
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soldiery for pay due and to, as they hope, prevent | fact that the nursing and medical staff, of the | was experienced, and the running of several | r 
_ the eslablishment of European rule over the | Hospital would be able to recuperate in health lines necessary, before getting a. satisfack 
-" - adjoining frontiers; the arming of pirate bands ' when living and working at such an institution. trace to the first gap. akg 
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‘The third and fourth mile also presented 
several difficulties. eS? 
I have been personally over the whole trace 


_ on foot, parts of it two or three times. 


~ To Flower show 0.0... cuecccceecsseseeensnecees 


Mr. Hughes sends in a weekly report of his 
progress. ; 

In addition to the traverse and longitudinal 
section of the trace he has to take at least 52cross 
sections in every mile, to enable the calculation 
of earth and rock to be made and has also to 
make enlarged plans of all large stream cross- 
ings. 
In his report of Feb. 12th, he had completed 

the survey of the fifth mile. 
I have <just received the report, dated Feb. 
26th, reporting the completion of the sixth mile, 
and the compass survey and levels for section of 
seventh mile, which is beyond Stanley. 

He informs me that he hopes to finish the 
eighth mile by tha end of next week, which will 
bring the trace to the Gap beyond Stanley 
above Repulse Bay. 

I expect he will easily get to-Aberdeen in 
March; and possibly the whole trace round 

- Mount Davis to Kennedy Town may be com- 
pleted in April. : ; 

A rough, but passable foot-path, is being 
cut along the trace as I inspect and pass it as 
approved. : 

The calculation of the quantities of work and 
the prope nen of the estimate will occupy two 
or three weeks, 

When the plans and estimate are complete, 
the construction of the road may be divided 
into three or more sections as may seem desirable, 
tenders invited, and if satisfactory contractors 
can be found, work commenced at both ends, 
and one or more points between the termini. 

; R. D. OrmsBy, 

This report having been read, a question was 
asked how wide it was intended that the pro- 
posed road should be. 

The Director oF Pusric Works replied 
that it was intended to make a cut of 18 feet 
in the solid and that would make the road 

. surface at least 20 feet. 

A question was also asked whether it was 
intended to commence the road at both ends. 

The Digectok or Pusurc Works replied 
that when the survey was completed it was 
hoped tobe able to commence at either end. 

The CHAIRMAN then laid upon the table the 
following account— — 

Tue Diawonp JUBILEE COMMITTEE IN ACCOUNT WITH 

T. Jackson, Hon. TREASURER. 
To steam launch procession on Jubilee night .. $3,04:.35 
To celebration at Happy Valley on Jubileeday 3,009.17 
To illuminations and fireworks .................. an tae 
2,091.5 


To curio show........000 eo eeceececacceeeeerens 311.62 
To entertainment of H.M. sailors and soldiers 
and Hongkong police on Jubilee day......... 


1,693.00 


_~To entertainment of inmates of charitable in- 


* stitutions on Jubilee day 2 oo... woe. 
To expenses in connection with laying the 
+ foundation stone of the Jubilee Hospital 


426.00 


and Road 2 oe, 351.69 

To expenses of Jubilee Gymkhana 629.33 

_ {Zo advertising and printing...... 595.93 

To bands. eee 200.00 

Wo gratuities 000.2... 280.00 

To stationery and postage: ........ 31.91 

To address to Her Majesty the Queen ...... 293.00 
To Chinese addresses to H.E. the Governor 

‘ orcor reer a 267.10 


~ and « olonial Secretary...... 
To-sundries,............. ... 
To balance po ocee trees teree ees 


eee 6.51 
va 184,381.38 


199,741.94 


{ 


- By amount of foreign subscriptions per lists “ $58,625.84 


By amount of Chinese subscriptions per lists 40,266.44 
By received from Hongkong Government...... 98,892.28 
By interest from Dank ........... 0.0.00... 1,957.38 


$199,741.94 


DEATH OF THE TALWO -KUN. 


~———_4 

Telegraphic news was received at Shanghai 
on the-26th February from Seoul of the death 
of the truculent and grimly liumorons old con- 
spirator, the Tai-won-kun, the father of the 
present Emperor of Korea, only a little while 
after the death of his wife, His death will 
distinctly diminish the interest of the news from 
the peninsula; for he was never long at. rest, 
and might always be relied on to provide some 
new sensation, alone or in company with any- 
one whom he could induce to join him in a coup 
@état of some kind. 
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THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


THE SECRET OF THE BRITISH 
: EMPIRE. 
. ey Pe eat ee 
AN INTERESTING ADDRESS, 


The great. eccret of the British Empire 
was divulged in the Chamber of Commerce 
Room at the City Hall on Saturday after- 
noon 2th Feb., to the memhers of the Hongkong 

‘Odd Volumes Society by Mr. W. V. Drummond, 
who told them in a most entertaining manner 
what had led to the establishment of the British 
Empire and what will always continue to keep 
it intact. There was a very large, influential, 
and most interested audience. “a 

His Excellency the Acting Governor, Major- 
General Wilsone Black, C.B., presided and in 
calling upon the lecturer jocularly remarked 
that he hoped Mr, Drummond would not let 
the secret of our success be too broadly known, 
because we did not want to give the other keen 
competitors too much of a “ tip.” 

Mr. Drummond, who was received with hearty 
applause, prefaced his lecture with a few words 
of a personal nature. Perhaps they thought he 
was rather audacious to consent te talk to them, 
but he asked them to remember that he was a 


century ago, and he had frequently céme down 
from Shanghai since; so that he ought to be 
put in a somewhat different character from that 
of a mere casual visitor. He then told them 
a little story from which he asked them to ex- 
tract the moral. A young lady underteok to 
give a lecture, but as she had been guilty of 
nothing like that before sheasked a professor who 
visited her at her father's house to give her an 
idea of how to carry out her undertaking. She 
asked if it would be better to write the lecture 
and read it, or learn it by heart, or what. 
“There is just one thing to do,” replied the 
professor. ‘* Gotoyour room and saturate your- 
self through and through with your subject, 
forget everything else, and you are bound to 
succeed.” The young lady looked up with horror 
at the professor and exclaimed, “But my sub- 
ject is Drink!” The moral was the word “satu- 
rate.” The lecturor’s mind was saturated with 
his subject, and he had given much attention to 
it. ; The questions regarding the British Em- 
pire were grouped into two ciusses—(1}, Tow 
the British Empire was won and (2), iow it i: 
kept. He had to deal with .the second branch 
of the srbject, but he would first of all like to 
recommend them to read a book entitled, “ Deeds 
that won the Empire,” by the Rev. W. H. 
Pritchett, a clergyman in Australia. He had 
ney.r read the deeds that won the Empire put 
into such magnificent language. - One could not 
read any single page without a lump rising in 
his throat and a moist feeling about the eyes 
of which no-one would be ashamed. Passing 
to the subject of his lecture—the way in which 
the Empire is kept—Mr. Drummond remarked 
that it was an old saying that it was easier to 
make money than to keepit. Witb the Empire 
it was the same. The quality that had served 
in the world’s history to build up an Empire 
had often failed to keep that Empire together; 
but that was where the great Empire of Britain 
shone couspicuously amongst the Empires that 
had preceded it; it wasthe cementing quality that 
kept it together, that maintained it intact, and 
made it the great power it is to-day. The name 
of that quality—the secret—was a very peculiar 
one and a very important one, and one that per- 
haps they did not know of before. He asked them 
two questions: Could they name in their own 
minds any great principle or quality which had 
worked round on every side, in every part of 
the British Empire, and which was peculiarly 
characteristic of the British Empire—a quality 
which was exercised every day by the British 
Empire more conspicuously thfhy any. other ? 
Did they know of any Institution existing 
to-day in the British Empire which was 
carrying that principle into actual: daily work, 
which was exercising a great influence on the 
lives and fortunes of the British people all over 
the globe? The principle was Justice; the 
Institution was what was known by lawyers as 
the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in 
“London. There was the secret. Consider those 
twe things—Justice, and Justice administered 
by the Judicial Committee of the -Privy 
Council. The Justice which was carried all 
over the whole world, not only in British 
possessions, but in other countries besides where 


resident of Hongkoug upwards of a quarter of a. 


ality, 
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British law was administered, was the quality 
which had stood the test of the keenest criticism 
and was to-day the brightest jewel in the Crown 
of. Britain. (Applause) That quality was 
of the highest importance. Did they think 
that to-day the British nation could hold the 


teeming population of India, which-was counted - 


by hundreds of millions, if it were not for the 
innate feeling of confidence and justice in the 
British nation -that exists throtighout the 
country? (Applause.) Where the English — 


‘flag flies, where the English rule goes, there 
went with it a body of administrators of ~~ 


British law, which was tempered ond adapted 
to the wants and feelings of the varions. 
races, and it was that which had such an exs 
traordinary success all over the world. (Ap- 
plause.) That that law was practicable was 
proved by the simple fact that it enabled us to 
hold India—putting aside all other of our pos- 
sessions—with the minimum of force, and we | 
certainly could not do so if the races of the 
land had no confidence in our justice and in our 
impartiality. (Applduse.) Speaking of the 
mighty and vast importance of the. Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council Mr, Drum- 
mond pointed out the confidence engendered by 
that body. For example, a litigant took his 
case from Calcutta, or Bombay, or Madras to 
the Privy Council. That meant that the man 
who was appealing to the Privy Council was born 


‘of an Indian race and had probably never been - 


out of India in his life. He had seen English- 
men working in his country, and that. was all, 
He sent his case to England thousands of miles 
off and he left it to be managed there by Eng- 
lish lawyers at great expense.. The case was 
taken before Luif a dozen elderly gentlemen 
sitting in a dingy room in London, and it was 
confided to their care with the utmost. confidence 
that what was done wonld be honest and true. 
When he used the word “ Justice’ he included 
in it everything we knew.of freedom. Justice 
was a higher thing and a greater word than 
freedom itself. Justice comprised everythin 
that was comprised in the word freedom, an 
something more. Justice, viewed-in that sense, 
might fairly be called the great antiseptic of 
British rule. British rule necessarily wounded 


some people, but the wounds were no sooner © 


made than they were healed. “We could not 
nessibly govern without doing some injury to 
others: We brought the Pax Britannica and 
we insisted upon peace, and that fact alone was 
an injury to some people. -Not to have a 
war Was a grievance amongst some races. 
was of course an extreme case, but there were 
many other cases in which we were obliged to 
tread on their feelings. We had to enforce 


sanitary laws and other laws which were abso- 
‘lutely necessary to carry civilization into the 
We endeavoured to be strictly just ~ 


land. 
between man and man and to give each race 
equal chance with one-another. (Applause.) 
He heard the other day a conversation between 
an Englishman and ai citizen of unother nation- 
The citizen of another nationality said, 
“You Britishers seem {o try to act on the 
principle, ‘Do unto others as you would they 
should do to you?’ Well, that is too long for 
us. 
We say‘ Do others as you would expect them 
to do yon.’” (Laughter). There they had the 
two sides of the question in a nut-shell. Each 
country chooses which of these principles it 
likes. 
British rule was perfect; the tendency was to 
improve it and make things better and better ; 
but they could stand before a higher test than 
had ever been demanded by any race in the 
world. (Applause.) Passing to the Judicial: 
Committee of the Privy Council and its special 
Drummond remarked that it 
furnished one of the most stiiking thoughts, 
which he asked them to consider in 


the secret he undertook to disclose to them. - 


The work of the Privy Council was extraor- . 
dinary. Let then take a sketch map of the 
world without any colour upon it and jnst make 
red every. bit of the earth's surface which was - 


governed by and subject to the jurisdiction of _ 


the Privy Council in London, and the result 


would be astounding to them. It was the most’: 


unique thing in history from the earliest time 
the . world’s -history had been recordéd up- 
to the present moment, and there was nothing — 


in the world to approach it. * To that little room‘ 
in London, where sat the six elderly gentle- -. 


That — 


We cut it short, as-we do most things. .. 


Ho did not. pretend to say that the . 


: . ’ 
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CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


_ Men, every British subject who had a case in 
which important issues were involved could take 
his case, That was a most striking thought 
-and one which perhaps had not crossed their 
minds before. What made the government of 
the British Empire so extraordinary was the 
quiet working of the machinery of the Privy 
Council. It: had not been made a subject 
for poetry and very little prose, ‘that prose 
being hard, dry legal reports. But had 
they tried to extract a great thought that 
lay in it—the thought that that Court 
exercised direct jurisdiction over such a mags 
of human beings? It was a practical, serious 
factor in the government of the British Empire 
and it affected the expense, the actual working, 
and the life of the British Empire. Bearing these 
things in mind and the fact tlat if a search was 
made throughout literature the Privy Council 
was not described in any way, was he not justified 

‘in saying that it was a secret? He hoped this 
unfilled column of literature would soon be 
filled. The subject was as fine as any writer 
could wish to have in this world, and yet it was 
practically untouched.. Therefore he was Jed 

‘to say that in the history of the Empire there 
was something in the nature of an unknown 
secret. He hoped be had given them some 
slight food for thought. The history of the 
Privy Council did not consist of a mere dry 
record of somebody fighting somebody else, but 
it contained the germ of a very great thought, 
the germ of a great principle which was 
going on all over the world and enabled us 
to govern the world at an enormous cast, 
not only with the approval of the citizens of the 
Empire but with the admiration and respect of 
all those who were not subject to the British 
nation at all. (Loud applause.) 


Mr. Granville Sharp, in proposing a cordial 
vote of thanks to Mr. Drimmond, said he knew 
the answer to the first question was “ Justice,” 
but he hoped he would be forgiven for not hay- 
ing “spotted” the Privy Council. 


Colonel Eldsdale said he had saturated himself 
with the weakness of the British Empire, and he 
would ‘like to hear Mr. Drummond or some 
other capable gentleman deliver a lecture on the 
weakness of the Empire, hecanse it was a most 
excellent thing that we should from lime to time 
endeavour to see ourselves as others see Us. 
(Applause.) If no-one came forward he would 
be most happy to give a lecture himself, 
(Applause.) : 


Mr. Francis thought the :greatuess of the 
Empire was coupled with jsome degree of 
weakness, and there were weak points in 
the legal administration of the Empire. It 
was absolutely essential that some endeavour 
should be made to more thoroughly, more 
completely, more perfectly organise the 
administration of justice throughout the Em- 
pire. He complained that three-fourths of the 
laws which were being administered to the 
Chinese had not been translated and were con- 
sequently not known to them. There were also 
defects in the Privy Council itself, some of 
which had lately been remedied by admitting 
colonial judges to their body. 


Mr. Robinson said he guessed “ Justice” as 
one answer. The Privy Council was an in- 
strument of Justice. and the second ‘auswer he 
wrote down was “ Liberty.’ Mr. Drummond 
had ineluded freedom in Justice, but he (Mr. 
Robinson) would put it the other way about. A 
free man demends Justice. A great despot may 

* give justice, but a free man demands it. Justice 
may give respect; Liberty gave contentment. 
He advocated free Parliaments and a free 
Justiciary, and maintained that the-vivifying 
principle which gave hope to the British 
Empire was the principle of Liberty. If 
. the world came against us we should see the 
strength of our Empire—a Volunteer Empire, 
an Empire not held by force, but by Liberty, 
and Liberty meant force. (Applause.) 


ee 


. His Excellency the Chairman also made 
a chéracteristic speech and the vote of thanks 
to Mr. Drummond was enthusiastically carried. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded 
the extremely interesting proceedings, which 
were rendered all the more enjoyable because 
all the speakers, including Mr. Drummond, 
spoke.extempore, 


THE LAUNCH COLLISION AT - 
KUWLOON, 


On 25th Feb. Hon: R. Murray Rumsey (Har- 
bour Master) held an inquiry at the Harbour 
Offiec into the circumstances connected with the 
collision between the steam launches Makin and 
Heron. : 

E. W. Langley, assistant in Dakin and Co., 
Victoria Dispensary, suid—TI was on board the 
Dakin about 4.30 p.m. on the 22nd inst. We 
were “leaving No. 4 Wharf at the Kowloon 
Wharves and we went out ahead from the 
wharf.’ As we got opposite No. 2 wharf a Star 
ferry launch, the Jtising Star, was turning 
between tha wharves to pass under our stern 


bound for Hongkong, while the Guiding Star | 


was on our port bow about a hundred yards off, 
At about the same time the Heron was on cur 
starboard bow about a hundred yards off. All 
the boats were running at their usual speed. 
My coxswain blew two whistles and went towards 
the Guiding Star. _We were passing port to 
port with the Guiding Star when the Heron was 
coming in on us on our starboard bow, and I 
saw the coxswain putting his heln to port. If 
he had kept his course he would have’ cleared 
us. As it was, he came right into us without 
slowing or stopping and struck us about amid- 
ships and cut into us. Water was coming in 
and the Guiding Star took us in tow to the wharf 
and we lashed the Dakin and so prevented her 
from sinking. 

Wong Yung, master of the Heron, said—I 
was coming from Carlowitz and Co's steamer 
and going to the ferry wharf. The Dakin was 
coming round from No. 1 wharf and the 
Guiding Star was coming from Hongkong. 
The Dakin was on my port bow and the 
Guiding Star on my starboard bow. I blew my 
whistle to the Daliin, and she answered and I 
went astern. The, Dakin came up and I ran 
into her. The Guiding Star was close to me 
when I struck the Dakin. IL did! not give way 
to the Guiding Star becuuse we were ‘both 
going to the wharf and we-wonld have been 
clear of each other. ie 

Cheung Lo, the master ‘of the Dakin, said— 
When I got to No. 2 wharf I blew two 
whistles to the Heron because I wished to keep 
to port and not give way to the~ Heron. 
When we were near to each other the 
Heyon was coming on my_ starboard side. 
She blew a whistle. The Guiding Star came 
up on my port side and we were passing port 


to port. The Heron did not slow nor go astern 
and she ran into me. I blew my whistle four 
times. The Guiding Star took us in tow. We 


were sinking. 

The coxswain of the Heron said—I saw there 
would be a collision becatwe the Dakin did not 
give way and I could not go to port because of 
the Rising Star, which was coming round the 
stern of the Dakin. . 

The following was the finding of the Court: 
—Dakin solely to blame for not. giving way to 
launch on ker starboard side, instead of which 
he blew two whistles and thinks this absolres 
him from observing the rules of the road: 
Certificate suspended for two months. 


THE HO\GKONG MUSIUAL 
EXAMINATION. 


—_——_—_@—__. 

The results cf the examinations held in 
November and December last by the London 
‘College of Music: have just been announced. 
The candidates in pianoforte playing were 
examined by Messrs. A. G. Ward and G. 
Grimble, The theory papers were examined by 
Dr. W. H. Sangster and Dr. Karn. The follow- 
ing is the list of successful candidates :— 

PIANOFORTE PLAYING. 
Senior Section :-— 


Ruby Ley Kum ..._ ... Honours (W) 


Tutermediate :— 
M..Duncan ... .. Ist class (G) 
Serene Mehta... > (G) 
Alfred Humphreys pass ‘(D) 
M.A. Hyndman ... is . (D) 
M. Carrol 2. 0. 0. (IC) 
’ Frank Crawford ... 2... ,. (C) 
A. A. Wilson... te cae (C) 
M. F. Rodger : (G) 
J.C. Henderson ... : (G) 
Elementary :— ; ; 
-- A. Parlane ...Ist class (G.) 
A. M. Parker - 55 (H.) 


Aida Alves 
A. Lee... ... 
W. J.|Clerihew 
Madeleine Quincey 
Mary Quincey 

E. M. E. King 
Emily Jorge 


THEORY. 
Associate in’ Music :— 
Emil Danenberg ... 
Junior Honours':— 
E.8. Ford ... ... 
Frank Crawford ... 


“pass (B. 


” 


... Ist class ( 
( 


Ruby Ley Kum ... . Fs ) 

Alfred Humphreys . pass (D.) 
Junior Pags :— : : 

A. A. Wilson... ...Lst class (C.) - 

M. Rocha... 1... pass = (D.) 

Madeleine Quincey i (D.) 

W. J. Clerihew ‘3 (D.8.0.) 
Elementary :— . 

Mary Quincey .. ...1st class *(D.) 

F.W.‘Shaw ... ... ... pass (D.8.0.) 


The teacher or schools to which the candidates 


belong are denoted by letters placed after the 
names, thus :— 


Mr. W.G. Bentley ... 1. .., (B.). 
Miss Crawford ... 0... 0. (C.) 
Mr. E. Danenberg ... .... ... (D.) 
Diocesan School ... (D.S.0.) 
Mrs. Grimble ... ... 4. 4. (G); 
» Hatherley 2. 0... 0. 0. (BA) 

. Italian Convent ... (I.C.) 
Mr. A. G. Ward... (W.) 


The Belilios medals are gained by Ruby Ley 
Kum and Frank Crawford. Miss Ley Kum, it 
should be mentioned, was examined in piano 
playing by Mr. Grimble only, Mr. Ward, as 
her instructor, withdrawing. 


THE FIRE BRIGADE REPORT. 
< SS : 
The following report of the Superintendent 


of Fire Brigade for 1897 is published in the | 


Gazette :—._ 
; Police Office, 
Hongkong, 31st Jan., 1898, 

Sir,—I have the honour to submit the follow. 
ing report on the Government Fire brigade for 
the year 189%. te 

2.—There were 26 fires, two of which occur. 
cred on vessels in the harbour, and 58 incipient: 
fires during the past year. Details regarding. 
each will be fuund attached. The Brigade turned 
out 40 times during the year. ; 

The estimated damage caused by the fires was 
$177,150.00 and by the incipient fires $334.50, 


A list is attachedeshewing the number of fires 


that have occurred during each of the last ten 


years with the estimated valne of property des- - 


troyed in each case. 

3.—There were three prosecutions for arson. 
In two cases the intention was to defraud and 
in these the prosecutions were successful. The 
first was in connection with the fire at No. 99, 
Jervois Street in which three occupants of the 
first floor, which had no connection with the 
shop on the ground floor where the fire origi- 
nated, were smothered by smoke before they 
could be rescued. ; 

Among the débris on the ground floor were 
found unmistakeable evidence of incendiarism, 
and the master of the shop was convicted and 
sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment with hard 
labour, 


incipient | fire which occurred at No. 2381, 
Queen's Road Central on the 2lst of May. __ 
The Chinese constable on the beat noticed 


entrance jfound the cubicle, used by the ac- 
countant lof the shop on the ground floor, on 
fire in fqur different places. With commend. 
able courage and presence of mind he beat out 
the flames with an old curtain. ; 
The actountant was convicted and sentenced 


These convictions seem to have had a bene- 


: | to 5 years’ imprisonment with hard labour. 


ficial effett, for the estimated value of property . 


| destroyed by the 14 fires that occurred up to 


| the 2ist bf May amounted to $115,950, while - 


; the estimated valué of property destroyed by 
the 12 fires occurring after that date amounted 


: to 361,20, including the fire of the 15th June 
which took place before the second conviction. ~~ 
4.—The latter fire was the most destructive -“ 

that occurred during the year. Three houses - 


The second casa was in. connection with the - 


smoke issuing from the house, and forcing an | . 


. 4 


} 
- rH j 
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were partly. destroyed, and the’ value of the 3.—Paragraph 14 of the report of that Com- evidently advantageous and a saving to Govern: a - 
damage done was estimated at $34,000. mittes describes the present accommodation ment as to warrant its early: sanction. ..¢ -° - eke 
12.—In conplusion, I submit for the approval 


“The spread of the fire to the adjoining houses | used by the Department, which I here again 
in this case was entirely due to the large and | enumerate. — ; 
stoutly constructed sunshades existing in Jervois| The Public Works Department Stores are 
Street, the removal of which had to be offegted | now located in_three separate buildings, viz., 
before the Brigade could work with their Crosby Store, No. 3a, ‘Blue Buildings, and at 
ladders. The delay that was thug causéd was | Wanchai Store on Government land reclaimed 
* considerable, and was undozbtedly the cause of | from the foreshore, in addition to which a small 
_ the fire spreading. ; store is maintained at No. 2 Tank in connection 
‘Since then ‘the shop-keepers in Jervois Street | with the workshop there, and some goods are 
have been induced by Mr. Chatham, viel also stored.opposite the Sailors’ Home. 
Acting Director of Public Works, to “make 4.—Crosby Store occupies an area of 4,131 
their sunshades moveable so as to avoid such | square feet and the old Education Offices (form- 
obstruction in future. . ing part of the same building but uow unsafe 
_. 5,—At the fire in No. 64, Third Street on the | aud unoccupied) an area of 6,947 square feet, a 
24th of November, 15 persons unfortunately total of 13,078 square feet of most valuable 
lost their lives. They were occupants of the | land in the heart of the city. | 
first floor. The fire originated under the only These buildings are in such a dilapidated 
staircase leading to the floor, and the wood- condition as to be positively unsafe, rendering 
work being light (as in most Chinese houses) if | their uso as stores very limited, and should they 
immediatély burned so fiercely that no person collapse, likely to lead to considerable loss of 
could ¢enture down the stairs. -the property stored there. I estimate that less 
The occupants retreated to the kitchen, and | than one-third of the space is capable of being 
before assistance could arrive the whole floor | used. , ; . 
was in flames-and they were suffocated. 'I’ha site is probably as valuable as any in the 
The houses on each side of that. burned had City, and I have little doubt wonld sell now for 
ladders leading from the kitchen to the roof, | over 12 a square foot, and thus bring in 


‘but unfortunately such was not the case in $133,600 to Government. 
house No. 64. 5.—The store in Blue Buildings is rented by 


. 6—The water in the mains was not turned | Government from tlie Land Investment Com- 
off at any time during the year. —o~" "*" | pany at an annual rental of $949.20 including 

_-7,—The new floating fire engine. (the engines | taxes. 

- and appliances of which are by Messrs. Shand 6.—The store at Wanchai on the Reclamation 

and Mason) was completed and available for in front of Marine Lots 117 and 118 Praya 


service in February last, and has given satis- Bast. though very small, is undoubtedly the 
faction. most conveniently situated store we possess, and 


8.—I attach a list of places where fire des- | on this site I would recommend the erection of . 
patch-boxes are kept, and of private telephones | a suitable permanent building to contain all our. 
‘to which the police have courteously been | stores, anda small residence for a storekeeper 
granted access ‘in case of fire, together with | with accommodation for our workshops. 


’ eopy of a report from the Acting Engineer on 7-—The present staff employed in connection 
with our Store Department are as follows :— 


of Hia Excellency, the Governor-that I be 


Works Committee, and, if it meets with appro-, 
val, proceed at-once with the work, the neces- 
sary funds being provided by ‘a special supple- 
mentary vote—I have the honour to. be, sir, 
your obedient servant, ; 


R. D. ORMBBY, ee 
Director of Public Works. . 
le the Colonial Secretary. 


CO., LIMITED. 


of the Hongkong Fire Insurance Company, 
Limited, wasp held on the 28th February 
in the offices of the General Managers, — 
Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & -Co. The 
Hon. J. JJ Bell-Irving presided and there 
were also present—Hon. C. P. Chater, Messrs. 
A. J. Raymond, J. H. Lewis, A. Ross, F 
Maitland, ( 
(Secretary), 
Humphreys| Ho Tung, A. Fleet, F. A. Gomes, 
K. McK. Ross, TI. Arnold, Victor H. Deacon, 
W. Parlane! J. R. Michael, R. C. Wilcox, Ho- 
Fook, B. Byramjee, D. D. O'Keefe, A. G. 
Morris, Lo|Cheung Shiu, J. M. G. Pereira, 
K. A. Chingy, and J. M. 8. Alves. a! 
The SECRETARY read the notice calling the 
meeting. 
The CHaAiIRMAN—Gentlemen, I presume you 


being taken as read. At our last annual meet- 
ing, it was with much pleasure I congratulated 
shareholders on the satisfactory statement of 
‘accounts then presented. To-day, it is witha 
feeling of equal pleasure [ am enabled to come 


the state of the various fire engines, which are u : 
all in good working order. ° ; Head storekeeper, ...... $60.00 per mensem | before’ you with what is a more satisfactory ac- 

9—It has not been found -possible yet to ClO gesscetice patties 19.00 ;; count; in fact, it is the best presented by the 
carry out the extension of the Central Fire, Four store coolies, ... 33.00 —,, Company for several years past. It enables us 
Station that I recommended last year. Till One watchman, ......... 7.00 2 to propose; the payment cf a bonus to contri- 


Six Dos dcaceis 36.00 45 
Cne Indian constable, 13.50 ‘i 
: + — $159.50 
or $J,914.00 per annum. 
With all our stores concentrated in one place 
I wouid consider the following staff ample :-— 


buting Pee: an increase of $4.50 per 
share, that] is to say $26.50 as against $22 last 
year, and also the strengthening of our reserve 
fund adding thereto the maximum amount 
allowable under our Articles of Association. 
Now, as regards the position of the 1897: 
account. As you are all doubtless aware 


that is done it is impossible to effect avy 
material improvement in rapidity in dealing 
with fires from the Central Fire Station. , 
10,—By an acceleration in sounding the alarms. 
a gain of two minutes has been effected in the 
turn-out of the firemen at the Central Police 


Station. ° Head storekeeper-(to do clerk's work 
Electric alarms have now been fixed at Hast also); ase. es eas exe ace ee OO ‘last year was marked by the occurrence of severe 
- and West Point Police Stations. the Central Two store,coolie: $10 and $7, .... ... 17.00 conflagrations, and we, like all other offices, 
_ Fire Station, ard Central Police Station. from Two watchmen 37, _.’ |. 14,00 | have had to-bear our proportion of heavier'losses “" 
which further improvement in the rapidity of ——— | than usual, in consequence of which the balance 
101.00 at credit of the account is somewhat less than 


_° communicating alarms is expected, 

11.—On the 11th of May the Nam Pak Hong 
Fire Brigade was by the consent of the Com- 
mittee, placed under the supervision of two 
Buropean engine drivers, who take charge of 
this auxiliary Brigade at fires. The result has 
been satisfactory, aud further improvement may 
be looked for. : 

12.—The conduct of the Brigade throughout 
the year has been good.—I have the honour to 


be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
: . F. H. May, 


or $1,212.00 per annum. 

&.—The store at Wanchai isin a convenient 
position as regards our work; it is within a 
mile of the office, has water carriage up to the 
entrance, and on a portion of the site the work- 
shops and small connected store now on No. 2 
Tank near Taipingshan can be transferred. , 

9.—I hava gone over the existing stores and 
noted the space now occupied, and what our 
maximum requirements in that respect are 
likely to be, and have come to the conclusion 
that a building 110 feet by 35 feet with 2 floors 
will be sufficient. There should be also an open 
shed for nonperishable articles which should, 
however, be under cover, and a residence for 
the storekeeper ; and I estimate the total cost 
will not exceed $18,191.00 as per enclosed parti- 
culars. 
* Tho saving to Government by carrying out 
this proposal would be as follows :— 

Annual cost of present staff ...... $1,914.00 


income shows an appreciable increase. Our 
being $62,618, against $31,588 in 1896. Since 
the account was made up, I regret having to state 
the occurrence of further losses to the extent of 


in Manila, where a most disastrous fire recently 


; Superintendent of Fire Brigade. 
The Hononrable, the Colonial Secretary. 


PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
3 STORES, . 


The following report has been laid before the 


Legislative C il :— : a - 

Boa een e Public Works Office Rent paid for Blue Buildings...... 949.93 | and'to remedy this unsatisfactory state of affairs 

‘ Hongkong, 5th January, 1998. a the various offices combined for the purpose of-* . 
: : ~ $2,863.20 forming an equitable tariff. This was done, but! ~ 


Sir,—The necessity for proper store accom- 
modation for the use of the Public Works De- 
‘partment, in some fairly central site, has been 
more than once bronght to the attention of Go- 
‘veynment, but as nothing has been done yet to 
meet this nndoubted want, it seems scarcely 
‘necessary to refer to previous files, and I have 
the honour now to bring the matter to your 
‘yotice hoping that it may be possible to bring 

it to a definite issue. 
- ¥.—The question was dealt with by the Com- 
mittee. appointed by His Excellency the Go- 
yernor to report on the condition of Public 
,:from which subject, however, T think 
uld-now be disassociated as it really stands 
| quite different footing. vet 


Deduct cost of proposed new staff... 1,212.00 


. Saving......$1,651.20 
which capitalized may be taken to represent 
about $33,000.C0. . : 

1].—I do not refer to the large sum that is 
certain to be realized by the sale of Crosby 
Stora and adjoining premises, as I have in jan’ 
other paper proposed devoting the money 80 rea- 
lized to the construction of new Public. Offices, 
‘nor do I refer to the fact that it was at one 
time proposed to reserve 8 most valuable site on osed “the 
the new Reclamation ‘opposite the Sailors’ | passing of the accounts. .°= 
Home for Public Works Department Stores, | Mr. T. ABNOLD seconded 
as my proposal seems onits own merits to be so Carr. Re ee ee 


counts, I shall be pleased to answer: any. qu 
tions chareholders may have to ask relati 
thereto, © 6 ne ol. sedis 


proposed ‘the-adoption of - the repo: 


oa oe 


authorized to lay this proposal before the Public - ae 


—————~>~>—__—- Al i 
The twenty-ninth ordinary general meeting = 


nsulting Committee), G. T. Veitch 
_H. Cox, G. C. Anderson, Henry” -- 


will acquiesce in the report and accounts - 


* 


for 1896. You will, observe the net: premia ~ 


losses, unfortunately are considerably greater,’ 


$33,000, the larger portion oftwhich was incurred : | 


occurred. Some short time ago, we fortunately 
reduced our risks in the particular ‘locality of 
the Manila fire, otherwise our loss ‘would: haye . 
been much heavier. The various tariffs’ I 
referred to at our last meeting continue . 
to work satisfactorily, although in Yoko- ~ 
hama dissatisfaction at; the rates there 
established has taken the shape of a proposal 
to start a new Fire Insurance Company. Our. 
experience of fire underwriting in Japan, especi- 
ally of late years, has not been satisfactory. 
Keen competition brought rates down toa point. 
‘at which it was impossible to work at a profit,: +. 


it appears a portion of the insuring public thinks - 
the rates fixed too high. I trust the remainder ~ 
of our 1897 risks will run off without.more than ©. 
the average losses, and that our next meeting, ' 
if not able to present such a report, as.to-day, 
atill 1 hope it will be a satisfactory one. Befote’ : 
proposing ‘the adoption and passing of the ac-. 


ting. 


No questions w' re asked and the. CHAIRMAN 
rt and: the: 


~ 


oe 


tan d Ps ae eat 38 itietena 
ARN nn sgt anstbaailgilen 


a i 


Ae 


r 


porceree oI MAT a 


ners 


- be ready to-morrow. I thank you for your at- 


MPHREYS moved.that the: 


2 Mr, appoint- 
ment: of -A. J. Raymond. as a member of .the 
’ Consulting Committes be confirmed, and that 


Mesars.Chater, Ross, Maitland and Raymond 
be re-eldcted to the Consulting Committee. 
Mr; J. H. Cox seconded. 


- - -@arried. 


_, Mr Ho Tune moved and Mr. BYRaMsur 8e- 
corded. the re-election of the auditors, Messrs. 


-Fullarton Henderson and W. Hutton Potts. 


- Carried. = os 
. The Cuarpman—The dividend warrants will 


tendancs. 


_- THE LABUK PLANTING 0O., 
“LIMITED (IN LIQUIDATION.) 


; ———_+—_—_- 

A general and final meeting of the members 
of this Com>i1ny waa held on 28th Feb. Mr. J. H. 
Cox (one of the liquidators) presided and there 
were also present, Messrs.’ V. H. Deacon, H. 
W. Looker (Solicitor to the Liquidators), F. 
Henderson, Carvalho, and Sung Yow. 

~The notice convening fhe meeting having 
been read the CHarrm An -said—Gentlemen, 
the report and accounts having been presented 
to you I will adopt the usual course and take 
‘them as read. Ido not think it is necessary 
for me to dilate on the accounts as placed be- 
fore you, but I shall be pleased to answer any 
question which you may think necessary to ask 
before proposing their adoption. : 

No questions were asked and the CHAIRMAN 
propoged the adoption of the report and accounts. 

Mr: Deacon seconded. 

Carried. 

Mr. Deacon then proposed that the books of 
the Company be destroyed by the liquidators 
when they deemed it necessary. 

’ Myr. Gagvaao seconded. 

Carried. 

: Mr. Deacon said there was a small sum 
laying at the Bank as uncollected capital and 
‘ag there was very little probability of it every 
being applied for he would move the following 
resolution :—‘‘ That the sum of $181.50 now 
laying at the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank as 
uncollected return of capital be paid to the 
liquidators in further discharge of their ro- 
muneration, the liquidators to pay any claims 
hereafter, made on this fund.” 

Mr. CagvacuHo seconded. 

Carried. ~ 

‘The Coatgman—Gontlemen, that concludes 
the business of the meeting. Iam much obliged 
to you for your attendance,—in fact I am ex- 
ceedingly obliged. 


CHINA FIRE INSURANCE CO., 
ica LIMITED. 


a eg a 

The twenty-ninth ordinary meeting of the 
shareholders in the China Fire Insurance Com- 
pany, Limited, was held on the 28th Feb., in the 
offices of the Company. There were present— 
Messrs. N. A. Siebs (Chairman), H. L. Dalrymple, 
-€. Bourmann, C. 8. Sharp, D. Gubbay, A. Haupt 
(Directors): J. B. Coughtrie (Secretary), EK. 
Jones Hughes, A.. Ross, A. Moir, . BB. 
Machado, F. D. Guedes, Wei-A-Yuk, J. Thar- 
burn, D. R. Crawford, A. Denison, HE. Georg, 
H. W. Slade, E. Burnie, R.K. Leigh, J. Orange, 
B.-Osborne, F. Maitland, J. R. Michael, G. de 
-Champeanx, R. C. Wilcox, A. F. Smith, G. 8. 
Northoote, G. I. Tomlin, Fung Ming Shan, 
Chau Pat, and J. M.S. Alves. 

The SECRETARY read the notice convening 
the Meeting. 
. The Coarrman—Gentlemen, the Directors’ 
. Report and Statement of the Company's Accounts 
for the past year having been in your hands for 
‘abont three weeks I have no doubt you will 


*“ednsent to take them as read. You will: have 


‘noticed with great pleasure, I am sure, the 
‘extremely favourable ont-turn of the year 1896, 
which owing to exceptionally small losses: re- 
-sulted:in a profit of $259,953.45. 


-received, being the lowest ratio. the Company 


_chas known for many years and one.the like of 
"which may not recur for many years to come. |- 


The Directors have been enabled out of this 
ge profit to make up the Reserve Fund toone 
ion dollars, thus: accomplishing ‘the -aspira- 
tions of the original Directors of your Company 
twenty-eight years ago.. This, J am. sure, you 
willfeel to be a most gratifying event, and 


The claims |. 
-. accruing to the year's business amounted to no [ 
_more than 14.15 per cent. of the net premiums 


the Meeting. <<" * 


oa 


CHINA-OVERL 
notable achievement in a long career of fairly. 
uninterrupted prosperity. But, gentlemen, it 


is not the opinion of the Diractors that we have 


reached finality. The sphere of our operations’ 
is continually enlarging, and as we gradually: 


progress our horizon is always expanding. The 
.conditions of trade, too, are ever changing, and 
in these days, much more than in the early days 
of the Company, to remain stationary is to be 
left hopelessly in-the rear. Therefore, the Board 
feel strongly that thongh a Reserve Fund of a 
million dollars may have seemed all-sufficient to 
the founders of the China Firo it would be 
unwise for more than one reason, at the pre- 
sent day, to draw a.line at that or any other 
point and say ‘beyond this we will not go.’ 
In this matter I know by the approval with 
which similar remarks from my predeces- 
sors in this chair have been received that 
shareholders are entirely of the sama opinion as 
the Board, and therefore nothing further need 
be said unti] the Extraordinary Meeting to 
. follow at the close of this. After the appro- 
priation of $113,150 to the Reserve Fund, and a 
sum (which you will observe is diminishing) 
with which to pay a bonus due to contributors, 
there will be left sufficient to pay to share- 
holders a dividend for the year of $6.65 per 
share, equal to 334 per cent. on the paid-up 
capital, and this your Directors trust may meet 
with the approval of this Meeting as well as of 
non-resident shareholders, whose good will and 
good words are very valuable tous. Turning 
to the 1897 Accounts, the balance at credit of 
“Working Account” on the lst December was 
$237,802.90, or about $29,000 less than was 
shown the previous year, of which some $23,000 
is accounted for by an increase in the losses. 
This, as I have already intimated, is not 
extraordinary, for we cannot expect our losses 
to be far below the normal ratio for two years 
-in suecession, The losses accruing to 1897 
that have been reported since the accounts 
were closed amount to $20,087. including $12,400 
lost by the terrible fire in Manila of 6th February. 
instant. The losses attaching to the current 
year have been, so far as ascertained, $34,600, 
aud of these $24,000 were due to the Manila fire. 
I think the other items call for no. particular 
comment. The slight decrease in premiums is 
due to a falling off in the receipts from a few 
of our Agencies, which may adjust itself in the 
course of the present year, but, on the other 
hand, the small increase in Charges Account is 


fall in exchange. The Company’s Surveyors 
have carefully examined and reported upon the 
properties in Hongkong under mortgage to us, 
and the Board are perfectly satisfied with the 
security in each instance. These are all the 
remarks [ think you will oxpect_from me, gentle- 
men, and I will therefore conclude by moving:— 
“That the Directors’ Report and Statement of 
Accounts -for the year 1897, as presented, be 
adopted.” After this has bedn seconded I 
shall be happy to reply to any question that may 
be put relating to business before the Meeting. 

Mr. LeragH—I have much pleanare in second- 
ing that. 

There being no remarks the motion was put 
and carried unanimously. - ji ~ 

Mr, A. Ross—I have much pleasure in pro- 
posing that the retiring Directors, Messrs. N. 
A. Siebs and H. L. Dalrymple, be re-elected. 
_ Mr. MacHapo—TI beg to second that. 
ad Sarried. - 
’ Mr. CRAWFoRD—I beg to|propose the con- 
firmation of the appointment of Messrs, G. 
Slade, D. Gubbay, and A. Haupt to the Board 
of Directors ; 

Mr. Gurpss seconded. 

Carried. ~ i 

Mr. HueHes—I beg to propose the re-elec- 
tion of Messrs. J. H. Cox and W. H. Potts as 
Auditors. - ; 

Mr. More seconded. - 

Carried. . e 

The CHarRMAN—That coneludes the business 
of the Meeting, gentlemen. Dividend warrants 
will be posted to shareholders. 
i 

EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING. | 

An Extraordinary General Meeting of the 
shareholders was held at 12.15 p:m., Mr. N. A. 
Siebs presiding, and all those present at the 
above Meeting wore‘also present at this. _ 
° The SECRETARY read the notice ‘cont 


AND-TRADE REPORT: 


-the pridted letter addressed to ‘sha 


probably permanent, being due largely to the. 


little to add to what you have already gat 
—especially as you have, no doubt, well 
sidered the matter in hand upon the receipt. 
ehold 


dated the 5th instant. “Y 


single instance has jan adverse opinion ‘reached. 
betors, and could this: have’ 


that entailed a little meddling with your profits:: 
There has been no canvassing for “votes ‘o 
proxies in order to carry this measure, yet judg-. 
ing from the way proxies have been voluntarily . 
tendered, it is safe to conclude that the proceed- 
ings at this Meeting need-no apology. As‘ré- 
gards the Equalisaton of Dividends question, the 
benefits that would! be obtained by the posses- 
sion of a fund eligible to perform sucha function |. 
must be sufficiently obvious, but [ may reeall to ~- 
your recollection that there have béen noless than  - 
four occasions in the history of our Company. 7 
when dividends were paid only. by ‘the help- of 
balances brought forward from one year-to the ‘. 
following one. Now, gentlemen, without the. 
change we propose to make it would not in...’ 
future be possible for us to call in the aid of a 
profitable year to assist the out-turn of an‘un- — 
fortunate year, for, subject to the main- 
tenance of the Reserve Fund at oie 
million dollars, the whole of the profits of .cach 
and every year must be divided rateably ‘and -: 
paid-away. For this reason alone wo feel-we -. 
are completely justified in asking you. to give. - 
up a trifling proportion of your profits and to 
carry the Resolutions we have framed, but there 
are further reasons in other directions, ‘For 
instance, you will remember that in February, 
1889, the Directors obtained your. sanction: to — 
increase the maximum limit of risk from-one 
hundred thousand to one hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars, no correlative alteration beiiig . . 
then made with regard to the Reserve Fund.. | 
Now, I need only point to the-object leksons 
even the last few weeks have taught, but 
luckily not brought home to ‘us, such as thd | 
two million dollar Manila fire, with Insurance . 
losses of $894,000, the Yokohama Railway -. 
Depot fire with an estimated loss of $270,000,' -~- 
besides less important-affairs at other places; 
whilst, to go further afield, there ‘was:'the 
great Cripplegate fire and the ‘ Melbourive 
fire. with insurance losses of 9 million: and 
3 million dollars respectively, to prove’ that 
great calamiti ust ‘occasionally happen. . © 
which it would be folly to think that Hongkong © 
or Shanghai, for instance, were exempt from. 
I have to add that the substitution of March . .. 
for February for holding our Annual Meetings 
will be a great convenience to us, and make = -. 
very little difference to shareholders. It will. - 
probably only mean a few days’ delay, but these - - 
few days will enable us to wait so:much longer - 
for veturns from distant Agencies and to includze’ 
them in the Statements of Account to be:Jaid- - 
before you. I shall be happy to hear. and an- © 
swer any remarks that any shareholder: may- 
wish to make before putting the Resolutions-to’ 
the Meeting. : CS Bene a 
The CHAIRMAN, after a short’ pauge, pro-. 
posed :—“ That .Articles Nos. 53: and 122 ‘of 
the Articles of Association of. the Company; be 
altered. by eliminating therefrom: the “word 
‘February’ and substituting therefor the word 
‘March.’” gt EE 2 OS 
-Captain BuRNIE seconded. 
Carried. . ‘ 


The CHAIRMAN proposed, and Mr. Maitland 
seconded, the addption of the fqllowing. Reso- 
Intions :— “ Dg TEE 

“That Article No.-7 ba altered . 
the words-‘or Extra Reserve Fund’. 
after the word: ‘ Fund’ in the sixt 
said Article; and the words ‘and: Extra Res 
Fund’ immediately after the. word::*:Funi 
the seventh line of the said -Article: 
~ “That Arti le No.121 be alte 


t 


176, 


.- “That the following Articles be inserted 
immediately after Article No. 121 and be 
numbered Articles 1214 and 121s. 

121a.— Although the Reserve Fund may 

e amount to the sum of One Million 

2 Dollars the Directors may nevertheless 

ee at their discretion from time to time 

eee appropriate a portion, not exceeding ten 

Pe per cent. of the net income and profits 

Bn on - earned “y the Company in any one year, 
; to the formation of an additional Re- 

serve Fund, to be called ‘ Extra Reserve - 
Fund!" ; 

a 121s.—“ The monies standing at the credit 

oa of-the Extra Reserve Fund may be 

x applicable for the equalization of divid-: 
Pe ends, and sach monies, or some portion 

thereof, may whenever the Directors 
shall think fit, be appropriated towards 
the equalization of dividends.” 

Mr. CrawFrorD—Will the action of the 
- Directors have. to be confirmed by the share- 
holders ? 

The CHAIRMAN—Yes, that is the usual 
course. 

Mr. Tuursurn—I beg to propose an am- 
endment, and that is that the words, “ not 
exceeding ten per cent.” be omitted. The 
‘reasons for that are that I think the present 
reserva of a million is not available for the 
purpose of equalizing dividends, and if it was I 
do not think it would be advisable to use it for 
that purpose. I think all investors will agree. 
. With me in thinking that a reserve for equaliz- 
oe ing dividends is most important. It is much 
tnore satisfactory to feel sure that in spite of 
bad years, which are certain to come sooner or 
later, your dividend will not be reduced below a 
certain sum which you can count on, say at 
present $6 a share, than to have high dividends 
for a time, and then, perhaps, following two 
bad ,years running, reduced to almost no- 
things as both our Fire Insurance Com- 
panies here have had experience of within 
very recent years. No one knows when the 
bad years will come. I hope not for a 
long time, but the quicker the raserve is ac- 
‘cumulated the better, and there is no time like 
the present for doing that, while rates are 
“favdurable. Personally, I should like to see it 
amount to a good round sum before paying 
higher dividends, but that of course will be 
left to the discretion of the Directors. The 
object of my amendment is to enable them to 
increase the fund at their discretion by any 
amount they plexse, 

Mr Ross—I have much pleasure in second- 
ing that amendment. I think it would be much 
better if the question were left from yoar to 
year to the discretion of the Directors, instead 
of rigidly fixing it by the Articles of Associa- 
Z tion. 
The amendment was carried nem. con. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed, and Mr, MAITLAND 
seconded, that the alteration to the Articles of 
Association as amended by the daietion of the 
words, “ nol exceeding ten per cent,” be adopted. 

Carried. . 

This was all the business. 


HUMPHRYS ESTATE AND FIN- 
ANCE CO., LIMIVED. 
val é eh, Be ~¢- é . 

; _ he following is the report of the governing 
it _ directors for the year ending the 3lst Decem- 
; ber, 1897, for presentation to the shareholders 

_at the twalfth ordinary annual general meeting 
of the Company, to be held at the Registered 
See aot Offices of the Company, 38 and 40, Queen's Ruad 
yo Central, at noon on Saturday, 5th March :— 
ms To the sharaholdsrs of Hanpurays Estate and 
Finance Company, Limited. 
Gentlemen,— We beg to lay before you our 
report and balance sheet for the year ending 
38lst December, 1897. 
The net profit for that period, including $519.29 


$18,934.68, out of which we propose to pay 4 
dividend of 6 per cent. for the year and carry 
forward $934-68 to the credit of new profit and 
loss account. aa: 
The accounts have been audited by Mr. Full- 
arton, Henderson, who offers himself for re- 
election. ' - 
: JonNn D. Humpnrers & Son, . 
Governing Directors. 


aie Hongkong, 24th February, 1898. 


brought forward ‘from last account, amounts to 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


BALANCE SHEET, FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31sT 
DECEMBER, 1897. 


LIABiLITIE3 $ ¢ 
Capital account 30,000 shares of $10 each 390,00.1.00 
Debentures 200 of $1,060 each ...... er 210,000.00 
Fund for equalization of dividends ...... 28,000.90 
Unclaimed dividends .......ccsesseseeesecee 227.07 
Fixed loans 1.0.15 cecceceeceeees 63,242.38 
Sundry creditors ......ccccccccssseceecseceeeee 9,518.19 
Profit and Loss 10.2.0... eeeecseee cee eee eee eee 18,934.08 
$610,922.32 
ASSETS. a $ Ga 
Amount invested in property............-6. 464,972.73 
Amount investe on mortgage ..........6. 15,437.50 
Amount invested in public companies 
ie shares of the Hongkong and 
Whampda Dock Co.) ......see.ceeeesseeee 105,000.00 
Rents due and accounts receivable......... 8,314.23 
Office furniture..... 1,212.60 


Cash in H’kong & S*hai Bank $13,918.24 
Cash in hand 67.12 


13,9 5.36 


$610,922.32 


Prorrt Anp Loss AccouNT, 


Dr. 
To general charges, Crown reu!, ‘fire in- 
SUTANCE .iceesssecee covererecsecaseeeserseense 3,702.60 
TO P@palrs..c.cccciese: seecvese sedcscsensseceses 
To interest obosceeeceecsnereceettseeeere ee ees 9,80).15 
To governing directors and auditor's fees 


and allowance for clerks and office rent 3,100.00 
To dividend of 6 per ceat. on $300,000 .. 18;000.00 
To balance to new account wse.ceseeceeeeeaee 934.68 

$36,541.47 

Cr. c 

By amount carried forward from 1896 .. 519.29 
By rents. cstocccvssccstecetvnreveseweeeses ase 25,078.19 


By conmmissionsand poofitsoninvestm nts 1 0,849.92 
By transfer fees 94.00 


$36,541.47 


GEO. FENWICK & CO., LIMITED. 


; an Case 

The annual meeting of the shareholders of 
Geo. Fenwick & Co., Limited, was held at the 
Hongkong Hotel on 28th Feb. ‘Thera were pre- 
sent Messrs. W. Parlane (Chairman), A. Rodger 
(Director), W. G. Winterburn (General 
Manager), R. C. Wilcox, F. Henderson, W.S. 
Bailey, J. Rodger, T. Arnold, G. C. Cox, and 
H. Hyndman, Jr. : 

The CHARMAN said—Gentlemen, it gives 
your Directors and General Manager much 
pleasure to mest you with what they hope you 
will consider a most satisfactory balance-sheet 
and report for the year 1897, and which [ trust 


you will allow me to consider as read. The. 


first thing noticeable is, I think, the much 
earlier date at which we have been enabled to 
present you with the accounts, thanks princip- 
ally to the energy of Mr. Hyndman, our book- 
keeper. You will be pleased to see from the 
report that we have succeeded in disposing of 
the Kowloon property, and I. would like to ex- 
plain that although the profit and loss account 
shows a profit of $8,5U0 on its sale we did not 
really net that profit, as over $3,000 expended 
over it during 1896 was debited to that year's 
account. The’ expenses in connection with it 
in 1897 were small and consisted almost wholly 
of six months’ crown rent, which is included 
in the crown rent and taxes of the present pro- 
fit and loss account. On the whole transaction 
we made a net profit, not allowing for interest, 
of between $4,000 and $5,000. The gross earn- 
ings in 1897 were smaller than-in 1896, out 
they are, we think, highly satisfactory, and we 
must expect variations in it. The main thing 
is to see the work we dois profitable. The cost 
of labour, material, and working expenses is 
much less in proportion to the gross earnings 
than was the case in 1896. This is partly ac- 


counted for by the fact that we expended no. 


material on some of the largest and. most pro- 
fitable jobs we had. At our last annual meet- 
ing I mentioned that we intended to renew and 
extend our plant, and you will notice we 
have expended about $6,000 in this way. 
For this we have made a dynamo, which 
now lights up the fitting and turning shop, 


and have acquired some modern labour-saving 
tools and other plant which enables us to turn 
out a superior class of work at a lower cost 
And I may tell 
you that the improvement in machine tools 


-| than was formerly. possible. 


[March 5, 1898. 


during the last twenty years has been so great - 
that enterprising engineers now ‘discard their 

old tools—although not worn out—to make. 
room for the latest and best; and this policy - 


we would recommend should be gradually ~~ 


followed, as we are convinced it is only: by..- 
so doing we can hope to continue to earn good 
dividends. We trust you will.also approve 

of our taking advantage of a good year to. - . 
write more than usual from both plant and 
property account. In addition to that wo ex- 
pended $1,500, in reconstructing the smith’s 
shop, raising the roof 9 feot and the floor 2 feet, 
and in rebuilding anew the whole of the 
hearths, the whole cost of which is 
included in the working expenses, The bad 
debts written off are made up of an account we 
have against a gentleman in Manila, who 
lately got into trouble there, and had his pro- * 
perty confiscated, and of an old claim of some 
years’ standing against an agent at-home for 
defective material supplied us, and as both are 
extremely doubtful assets, we think it prudent 
to write them off. We also trust you will 
approve of our adding to the reserve fund, and 
in carrying forward a good sum in view of 
further improving the place; and now that we 
are more in funds it is our intention to have 
London bills for material drawn on us at 30 
instead of 90 days’; thus saving interest. 
Another item of increased expenditure 
is caused by the change from Consulting Com- 
mittee'’s to Director's fees, but: we hope you will 
in this case consider the labourers worthy of 
their hire. The profit this year is unusually 
large. This to a certain extent is accounted 
for by the large amount of work in progress at 
the end of 1896, the profit on which, to be on 
the safe side, we estimated ata low figure; but 
on the completion of that work we 

made a larger profit than we had allowed 
for, which consequently now goes to swell that 
of 1897. Of course, we harily expect to have 
always as profitable a run of work as these’ 
accounts shew, but we have every reason to 
be hopeful of the future. With the exception 
of two months during the summer we were 
full of work during the whole year and at 
the slack time Mr. Winterburn took the. 
opportunity of one of the steamers we built 
going to Manila, to pay that place a visit, with 
the most satisfactory results. We continue to 
be fully employed, and although at the moment 
we have no large contracts to begin, our pro- 


were at this time last year. I may also. 
you that owing to the uuusually high price of 
teakwood at the present time it is extremely 
dificult to gat enquirers to place orders for 
steamers. I do not think I need say anything 
further, but before proposing the adoption of 
the accounts, I will be glad to answer any 
questions in connection with them. 

No questions were asked, and the Chairman 
moved the adoption of the report and accounts. 

Mr. Witcox—I have much pleasure in 
seconding the adoption of the report and accounts. 
I think we are all agreed that the report before 
usis avery satisfactory one, and that the re- 
marks of the Chairman, throwing a good deal of 


I think we all approve very much of the policy 

of improving the property and plant out- of 

earnings. We have no very large reserve fand, 

aud it may be as well to keep that intact against 

any future contingency. With these remarks .-- 

I have much pleasure in sezonding the adoption 

of the report and accounts. ; 
Carried. : Se not 3h 
On the motion of Mr. Barbey, seconded by 

Mr. J. Ropesrr, Mr. 

director, was re-elected. ; x 


by Mr. A. Ropcer, Mr. Arnold wag ra-elected 
auditor. ? 
The CHAIRMAN.—That concludesthe business. 


I thank you for your attendance. The dividend 
warrants will be posted this afternoon. — . 


A telegram has been recaived by the Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha from its agency at Seattle, says 
the Japan Herald, stating that the Company's 
steamer Riojun-naru come into collision with a 


harbour, and received soms damage to her bow. 


and was to have left on the 15th Pebraary. 


spects in general work are quite as good as ree A ; 
t ; 


CT eT Pi oee Poe Wats nih 


light on the working, ara equally satisfactory... — - 


Parlane, the. retiring’ - ‘, 


On the motion of Mr. HENDERSON, seconded... " 


foreign steamer while lying at anchor in tha~ 4 


The Riojun arrived at Seattle on the 8th inst., _ _ 


~ . 
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_PUNJOM MINING COMPANY, 
gee LIMITED. 
ee 
Thé.sixth ordinary general meeting of the 
Punjom Mining Company, Limited, was held on 
26th Feb. in the office of the Company, Praya 
Central. Mr. D. Gillies presided and there 
were also present Messrs. J. H. Lewis, W. H. 
Loxley (Directors),. Thos. Howard, E. W. 
Terry, Captain Tillett, Hart Buck, G. Murray 
Bain, G. C. Cox, M. B. Polishwalla, J. R. 
Michael, G. T. Veitch, D. W. Craddock, J. M. 
E. Machado, 8. B. Bhabhh, and J. B. Duncan 
(Secretary.) - 
. The Sxcrerary read the notice convening 
the meeting. - ; 
The CHAIRMAN said—Gentlemen, the report 
having been in your hands for some days we 


will take it as read. The returns for the twelve: 


months: under review are not so satisfactory as 


- .. we anticipated, owing to our reserves of payable 


,ore haviug been almost worked out, so that 
during the last three months we had nothing 
better to pass through the mill than the old 
headings left by the Chinese who were at work 
on the Jalis mine many years ago; of these we 
have crushed about 2,000 tons a month, which 
yielded from. 20 to 250 ounces of smelted 
gold, barely enough to cover the working 
expenses. Karly last year it was decided by 
the Board to deepen the August shaft with a 
view of proving the value of our reef at greater 
depth, and work was commenced to put the 
upper part of the shaft in proper order, 
and to make such alterations to the pumping 


- arrangements as were deemed necessary; sink- 


ing was commenced on the 15th April and com- 
pleted to a depth of 315 feet by the 27th day of 
August.. A cross-cut was then started at the 
300 feet level to go ont to intersect the course 
of the East and West reef, but the progress 
made with the cross-cut was rather slow, owing 
to the rock being very hard and difficult to 
blast. On the 18th instant, a telegram was 
received from Punjom advising that the cross- 
cut was now beyond the line of the reef, the. 
lode being much split up with many leaders 
which appear to be running East towards the 
North and Sonth lode. Quartz is also coming 
in the face of the North shaft, and 


in the opinion of Mr. Phillips, the manager, | 


our prospects are now most favourable. This 
telegram, as you know, does not affect the 
old Company, but as our position as share- 
holders in the new Company is now so vastly 
impwoved, I thought it. well to recall this 
very important information to your notice. 
Probably in another week we will be in receipt 
of letters giving fuller particulars of this new. 
development, which I trust will prove to be the 
most satisfactory news we have over received 
from the Jallis mine. In the month of June 
last, finding that all the stopes on the main 
bodies of the payable ore, both above and 
below the 100 feet level, were almost exhausted, 
every effort was made to seek! in other places for 
a supply of ore to keep the mill going. Several 
-small shafts were sunk at various places for the 
purpose of prospecting the upper ground, but 
we failed to find anything of value. In the early 
part of the year work was resumed at Goban, 
and a shaft commenced to test the reef at a 
greater depth, the intention being to go down 
to 100.feet from the surface, but as the water 
became very heavy and we had no mechanical 
means ready to cope with it; we decided to 
eross-cut at 60 feet, which was done and the 
reef intersected at 28 feet from the shaft; 
the width of the reef where seen is l4in. but 
. as the stone was of a very low grade, and our 


‘funds nearly exhausted, work was discon- 


tinued and has not since been resumed. The 
calcining works have been ran almost con- 
tinuously during the year, but on account of 
the heavy charge for firewood this process of 
treating the concentrates is not satisfac- 
tory, but wo hope to be in a_ position 
shortly to treat them by cyanide and 
‘obtain: much better results, ‘he cyanide 
works have also” been run _ continuously 
throughont:the year, but the returns, owing to 
the very low value of the bullion obtained, may 
be “considered fo fall far short of what we 
anticipated. ~The process is worked by a Mr. 
‘Kraal who’ picked up. the little he knows of 
chemistry-at, Punjom, and we fear that his lack 


2 _ , OF skill and experience: is the principal cause of 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


ny 


our failure. We are now-in correspondence 
with our agents at Charters Towers with 
regard to the engagement of a capable cyanider 
and ;hope to have an able man at the works 
very shortly, The ‘cyanide process is now 
being worked most successfully in Anstralia, 
and we hops that eytally good results will 
be obtained at Punjom in the near future. 
In the moaths'of January, February, and March 
of last year, there was a greatly diminished out- 
turn of gold from the mine, while our expendi- 
ture at tho isame time continued to be very 
heavy ; then'with no reserves of payable ore in 
sight, and our working balance reduced to a 
very low ifigure, our financial affairs. really 
seemed to be in a very critical position indeed, 
so that your Board of Directors could see no 
other way out of the difficulty than a scheme of 
reconstruction. Accordingly, at a meeting of 
shareholders held on the 27th day of October, 
1897, the neéessary resolutions to wind up the 
old company were duly passed, and confirmed 
at asubseqnent méeting. Our attendance here 
tosday isto adopt and pass the report and 
accounts of the old Punjum Gold Mining 


-Company, and with this business completed all 


further connection of the shareholders with the 
working of the old company will cease. Ido 
not think I have anything more, gentlemen, to 
say with regard to the old company, and as for 
the new company all I would like to say with 
regard to it had better be reserved for our next 
meeting, the statutory meeting, when I hope 
to.be able to communicate some further inform- 
ation with regard to the development of the 
mine. Our business now is to pass the report 
and statement of accounts. 

No questions were asked, and the CHAIRMAN 
proposed that the report and statement of ac- 
counts be adopted and passed . 

Mr. VEITCH seconded. 


Carried. \ 


- The CHAIRMAN— Gentlemen, [ may mention 
that the dividend duo upon preference shares 
will be paid shortly by the liquidator. We 
received a letter from Mr Builey a short-time 
ago, which possibly might interest shareholders, 
and I now ask the Secretary to please read it 

The SECRETARY read some correspondence 
from Mr, Bailey. . 1 


The CuarrMan—Gentlemen, I thank you 
very much for your attendance to-day. Al- 
though the information I have placed before 
you is not of a very satisfactory nature, yet it 
is a duty we have to perform in closing the old 
Company. That has now been done, and I think 
that a brighter future is in store for us with 
regard to thé new Company. I hope onr next 
letters from the mine will give us some definite 
information, and will be quite up to, if not 
exceeding, our expectations. (Applause.) 


The Secretary of the Punjom Mining Co., 
Limited, advises us that he has received the 
following progress report on the operations 
carried on at the Company's miné for the 
month ending 31st January, 1898 :— 


August Shaft, 300 feet Level. Work was 
resumed here on the morning of the 10th ult. 
after the water had drained off. The water, 
however, got into the soft ground causing small 
falls of rock, so that it wa8 necessary to timber 
this portion of the level. This has now been 
done up to the face of the drive, 74 feet having 
been strongly timbered. Fair progress has 
been made for the time worked, 22 feet having 
been driven, making total distance from shaft 
173feet. Thopein my next report to advise you 


of having struck the lode with payable stone. 


200 feet Level—This has been driven during 
the month 14 feet, making total distunce from 
west crosscut 38 ft., very good progress for the 
time worked. I have stopped this for the pre- 
sent, it having in my opinion passed through 
a chute of ore, and I preferto prospect this chute 
at a deeper level. : ; 

North Shaft.—This has been sunk 20 feet, 
making total depth from surface 234 feet. At 
17 feet below the 200 feet we struck what ap- 
peared to be the lode, but it proved ta be only 
a hanging wall leader of 2 feet thick carrying 
good looking mineral, but no free gohl. You 
will see from plans sent you that we should 
strike the main chute of stone at about 40 feet, 
or in 18 feet more of sinking. We should get 
fairly good stone here when met with,  .  ~ 


| | 2a 
Chinese New Yenr.—All works except: mill- 
ing was stopped for four days. Malays were put 
on to tram to mill, se: eee 
Milling was carried on for 28 days, crushing’ 
2,400 tons of headings for a Yield of 300 ozs; 
of smelted gold. | Pe 
Berdan Pans treated 36 tons of concentrates 
for a yield of 36 ozs. making total output 836. 
Soak This should leave a profit on the month's 
work. : _ eee 
Cyanide Plant worked 26 days, treating 720° > 
tons of tailings for a return of 264 ozs. 5 gra... 
of bullion, valued at 15/73 per oz This-also: 
should leave'a profit on the month’s run, . ~~: 
Fire.—On the night of the 31st ult. fire de- ” 
stroyed two-thirds of the Chinese camp; In-.: 
the business part of it all,the shops were burnt“ 
down, The camp is built on either side of the ~ 
Jalis river and is so closely built that.if one. 
house takes fire there is no hope of saving the | 
smallest portion; The Company have suffered. 
no loss. ’ een? 
General.— Everything coming under this - 
head is having attention and things generally 
are in yond order. a G * 
Labour.—Very plentiful and the health of 
camp is good. , 


Rainfall for the iaonth is 13% inches. 


PRINCE HENEY’S: MOVEMENTS. 
——_q-—____ : 
(SpeciaL TELEGRAM TO THE “ Darny Prrss.] . 
SINGAPORE, 24th February. 
Prince Heury of Prussia arrived at Singa- . °° 
pore to-day with his squadron—the Gefion and 
Deutschland. He landed as an Admiral and at. — 
once culled on His Excellency the Governor. _ - 
He then drove to the German Cousulate, after 
which he returned to Government House and - 
attended Lady Mitchell's reception. - 
In the evening, Prince Henry dined with . 3 
His Excellency the Governor and afterwards 
attended a reception at the Teutonia Club. 
To-morrow Prince Henry goes to Johore 
tiger shooting. . 
SINGAPORE, 27th February. 
Prince Henry of Prussia will leave Singapore. 
with his squadron on Monday afternoon for  _" 
Hongkong. ook 
- II8° HONGKONG ENGAGEMENTS, 

_The arrangements for the visit of Prince - 
Henry of Prussia and his squadron to Hong- : 
kong have been practically completed. ~ His 
Excellency the Acting Governor, Major-General 
Wilsone Black, C.B., telegraphed to Hig Royal 
Highness at Singapore inviting him to dinner 
the nights he was in Hongkong and also 
offering him a garden party if the length of his - 
stay hers permitted it. His Royal Highness 
replied that he would dine with His Excellency 
on Wednesday evening, the 9th instant.. After 
dinner he will go to the German Club to a 
reception to be given by the German community. 

The Prince will be here only two days and 
therefore there will not be sufficient time fora ; 
garden party to be given. aes 
THE SHANGHAI ARRANGEMENTS, 
Ata meeting of the German residents of — 

Shanghai, held at the Club Concordia on the- 
26th February, toconsiderthereception of Prince | - 
Henry of Prussia, Dr. Stuebel and Mr. Korff,- . 
the president of the Club, were elected a com: 
mittee to wait upon His Imperial Highness - 
during his stay in Shanghai. It was also'de-" .. 
cided that, subject to H.I.H.'s approval, a:balk 
should be givéh in his honour. It-is algo“pro- °; - 
-posed that Prince Henry shall ata future period. ©. 
unveil the monument to be erected by.German:: - 
residents in Shanghai to the memory ‘ofthe: 
brave men who went down in the Iitis,-- The: 
monument is being made in Berlin and should 
be presently on the way out. It is to be erected —__ 
on the Bund. ; acres 


} 


GREAT Fikl IN CANTON, 
Se = ee 

A disastrous fire broke out in Canto: 
5 pm. on the 26th February and “bef 
flames were extinguished sixty shops”. 
destroyed. The-fire originated in'a joss paper. 
shop in West Hing Loong Streat, and as most: 
of the shops in that neighbourhood. ‘trade 
crackers and joss-paper -the: fire spread 

rapidly. It is not ktown how’ the 

caused. -Most ofthe shops: burnt w 
cae 


about six years ‘ago,- 
in the same locality. we 


THE NEW BALMORAL GOLD 
MINING CO., LIMITED. 


The General Managers, Messrs. John D. 
Humphreys and Son, have received the Tollow- 
ing reports from their mining manager :— 

te Mount Macdonald, 
; 26th January, 1898. 
Since last report the sinking of Queen main 
* shaft to a depth of 350 feat has been completed 
and a drive to cut reef started and driven 
, Tkfeot, Ground favourable and well mineralised. 
Contractors for battery making fair. progress. 
Re eracting battery and engine sheds. 
the fortnight two men have been prospecting 
on the Balmoral mine without success, working 
on the half share and half pay system. 
: Motnt Macdonald, 
7th February, 1€98. 
I have the hononr to report: having cnt reef 
at a depth of 350 feet in the Queen Mine, 

distant from the shaft 12 feet west, having a 
slight easterly underlie. 
at 205 feet level the reef has a strong westerly 
underlie as had also the main wall where passed 
through in sinking below the 205 feet level. 
The change may regarded as a good indication, 
seeing the good shoots of stone near the surface 
on the Grant and Queen Mines-had an easterly 


T may here state that 


I can give no definite information as to 
‘size. and quality of the reef beyo 
that it is to all appearances a 80 
defined lode. We have broken into it a distance 
of 2 feet and no sign of. being through it. 
is highly mineralized, but no gold visible yet, 
- but from the quality of the mineral it contains 
-we confidently anticipate finding gocd gold in 
the reef: before we get through it and north 
and south of the crosscut. 
that the striking of this reef at the depth 
- stated definitely settles the question re the 
existence of .a second -formation, as all the 
reefs worked in the Grant Mine tailed out 
before reaching the bottom tunnel, and now by 
driving south from our present level we ought 
to cut the second formation of all reefs or 
shaters worked near the surface. 
New Balmoral Mine.—One party of tributors 
have a small parcel of stone carted to the 
_ battery ready for treatment and another party 
are prospecting on their own account on terms 
highly satisfactory to the Compiny. 
Contractors for re-erection of battery making 
fair progress, there being a lot more work to-do 
than they at first. anticipated; but it will bea 
first class job when completed. 


wre 
——————— 
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I may here state 


es 
yt Bai 


_OLIVERS FREEHOLD MINE 


- | more water.: . 


Managers, Messrs. John -D. 
Humphreys & Son, have received the following 
_ reports from their Mining Manager :— 
Mount Macdonald. 
26th January, 1898. 
Eureka Main Shaft.—Have cut chamber at 
: The reef was struck at a 
~ * distance of 10 feet from the shaft. 3 feet has 
been driven into it without any indications of 
It is of very promising 
appearance, solid hard stone, showing gold to 
the naked eye. Will report more fully upon it 
‘when more developed and size ascertained. 
Stoping is being carried on at back of 150 and 
200 feet levels, where large bodies of ore are 


The General 


~ 300 feet level. 


being through it. 


ged. 
eka B Shaft.— Tenders for sinking this 
shaft a further depth of 167 feet were opened 
on the 20th-inst., but although there were at 
the time a large number of men seeking employ- 
~ ment the prices asked for the work were much 
above the estimated cost, consequently none of 
The work will be 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND | ‘. [March 5, 1898. . 
Mount Macdonald, DAKIN, CRUICKSHANK AND. CO. 
; 7th February, 1898. (IN LIQUIDATION.) Bete 
Eureka Mine.—Since last report have driven a - e—s—<“ 
through the reef at the 300 feet level. Total A general meeting of the members of Dak- — . 
width of reef 8 feet between two good walls and | in, Cruickshank and Company. (in liquidation). 
showing gold thoughout. Consider .the pro- | was held at the Hongkong Hotel Ist March fat, 
spects at this level equal to, in fact better than | noon, for the purpose of having an account laid -.. 
at, the 200 feet level, there being more clean | before them shewing the manner in which the 
stone at the bottom and the gold is coarser. winding up has been conducted and the property 
Stopes above the Nos. 1 and 2 levels yielding | of the Company disposed of and of hearing any 
good average ore as required for the battery. | explanation that might be given by the liquidator, 
Pushing on the drives north and south at the and also of determining by extraordinary reso- 
150 feet or No. 1 level whenever men can be | lution the manner in which the books, accounts, 
spared from the stopes. Mine throughout in | and documents of the Company and-of the 
first class order with an unlimited amount of | liquidator thereof shall be disposed of. Mr. F. 
ore in sight. Maitland (liquidator) presided and there were 
_Battery.—Owing to an unforeseen and un- | also present—Messrs. H. L. Dennys (solicitor),- 
precedented accident to one of the Watson and | A. G. Stokes, E. Jones Hughes, Ho Fuk, W. 
Denny pans, and having to put new segments | Hay, R. A. Gabbay, W. R. Loxley, Chun A 
in another, we did not get through near the | Yat, A. A.H. Botelho, M. S. S. Sassoon, and 
average quatitity of stone. Everything has been Rozario. : 
remedied and the full 20 head and 4 pansare/ Mr. MarTLanp said—Gentlemen, in accord- 
now in full work, and during the coming fort- | ance with the notices published in the Govern- 
night a fair average of stone will be taken from | ment Gazette and the daily papers, we meet 
every part of the mine, and we hope to get | here to-day for the purpose of having an ac- 
through at least 400 tons. count laid before you showing the manner in 
Have two men engaged sinking the Eureka B| which the winding up of Messrs. Dakin, 
Shaft, making good progress. No other work | Cruickshank & Co, Limited, has been con-. 
being done at present. - ducted, the property disposed of, and of hearing. 
.|any explanations from me, as liquidator. I 
have now to state’. that-the original offer, © 
referred to at the private meeting of the. 
shareholders of the Company on 17th Decem- 
ber, 1898, was made by the purchasers ' as 
follows :-—$75,000Mlown ; if accepted, the pur- © 
chasers to Over every asset and leave a 
liquidator to meet all the liabilities, but at 
my own suggestion I got the purchasers to make 
an alternative cffer as under:—75 cents per, 
share on the capital of 28,050 shares, if accepted, 
the purchasers to take over all assets and all li- | 
abilities except capital. For two reasons I ac- 
cepted the latter offer, fot not only did this 
facilitate the liqidation, but, as I confidently an- _ 
ticipated, it turned out to prove a more advan- 
tageous one for the shareholders, as the follow! 
ing statement will show :— S : 
98,050 shares at 75 cents per share ...$21,037.50 
Bank overdraft at time of.sale... ... 29,935.65 
London liabilities af. time of sale. ..; 11,650.89 
Local and Amoy liabilities at time 
of sale... 6.6.0 co eee eee vee oe 10,998.92" 
Goods not paid for but delivered on 
acceptances to drafts “documents 
for acceptance” ....... ... ... 4,800.00. 

; , _ $78,422.06 
or $3,422.96 at least better than the original 
offer of $75,000. I might add with regard .. 
to this that it was absolutely impossible to | 
get the oxact figures. These figures I have 
agreed on with- the purchasers and they are 
rather under than over, as the liquidator - 
would have to be answerable for every 
agreement with the whole staff and. as re- 
gards the lease and other matters which had 
not been taken into consideration in these 
figures. As regards the purchasers, on the 
other hand, they settled the London liabilities 
promptly on much more favourable terms than 
a liquidator having surplus assets in hand 
could have done, as would have been the case ards ee 
if the $75,000 offer had been accepted. With ft 
regard to the remarks I made on the condi- 
tion of the Company at the extraordinary meet- 
ing held on 17th December, 1896, I trust the 
shareholders will agree with me that it was 
impossible to continue the concern without 
_fresh capital and some extensive alterations in 
the management, and I would explain that for 
several months before the Company went into 
liquidation there was a talk of selling it asa 
going concern if it could not be carried on, but 
no other bena fide offers reached me, although 
several parties talked of buying at figures consi- 
derably short of the oid would andaccepted, 


Messrs. John D. Humphreys and Son. Gen- 
eral Managers of Olivers Freehold Mines, 
Juimited, inform us that they have received the 
following telegram from the ‘mines:—* A 
crushing of 350 tons of stone from the Eureka 
Mine has yielded 136 ounces of gold.” 


GkEAT EASTERN AND. CALEDUN- 
IAN GOLD MINING CO., LIMITED. 


———_>___—_— 

The following report kas been received from 

the Manager at the Mines :— 
i Mount Macdonald, N.S.W., 
28th Jan., 1898. 

Great Eastern Main Shaft has been extended 
a further depth of 9 feet, making a total depth 
from the brace of 120 feet. ~ All timber, ladder 
stages have been put in position, so that this 
shaft is complete to the above depth. At pre- 
sent there is a hard bar of country in the bot- 
aes which, however, should pass out in-a few 
eet, , s 

Old Great Eastern drive 50 feet level —After 
hauling the broken quartz to the surface, we 
have started to continue this drive in-order to 
cut the shntes of gold higher up the hill. 

Caledonian Main Shaft has been sunk a 
futher depth of 10 feet, making 87 feet in all 
from brace. We seem to be getting now into 
better country, but the shaft is making a little 


~ Zulu Main Shaft.—I am glad_to be able to 
inform you that we have recovered the shute of 
gold in the foot wall, where we have been look- 
ing for it after being unable to trace it in the 
hanging wall. The reef, after cutting out on 
a floor, has made again, and whilst it was only 
9 inches wide above the floor it averages now 
18 inches, tha width improving with depth, 
which speaks well for the future of this mine, 
An average sample sent-to Sydney for assay 
gave: 
3 ozs. 0 dwt. 10 gr. Gold. 
SG 12” Bllver } per ton 

a very pleasing result. Owing-to the. prospect- 
ing work and timbering we have only been able 
{o sink three more feet, making the total from 
brace 83 feat. 

Prospecting Shaft—This has been sunk a 
further depth of 12 feet, or a total depth from 
brace of 74 feet. There is nothing fresh to 
report from here. The formation is still going 
down and in very broken country, three open 
cracks or floors being cut in the shaft last 
week. ; ; 

Rain.—We had two splendid showers and 
have now aimple water 2 


-There was a fairly good attendance at St. 
John’s Cathedral on Monday afternoon, when 
Mr. A. G. Ward gaye an organ recital, assisted 
by Mrs. Vallings as vocalist. The items were 
nicely varied in character, and Mr. Ward 
played each with his usual marked ability. 
Mrs. Vallings sang her solos with excellent ex- 
pression, her items making a very agreeable 
_' variation in the programme. 
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offer if I advertized the business for sale. 
With these remarks, gentlemen, [ have now to 
lay before you an account of the liquidation 
and I sball be pleased to answer any questions 
you may wish to ask. 


There were no questions and the CHAIRMAN 
‘ asked-some gentleman to propose the necessary 
resolutions, 


“ Mr. Stoxes—I beg to propose that the ac- 
count submitted to this meeting and showing 
the manner in which the winding up has been 

. conducted and the property of the Company 
disposed of be recaived and adopted. 
- Mr, Gussay seconded. 
. Carried. 
: Mr. Sassoon proposed that the books, ac- 
counts, and documents of the Company and of 
the liquidator thereof be retained by the said 
liquidator upon the understanding that he will 
retain such for five years from this date. 
Mr, Stores seconded. 
- Carried. 
Mr. 8toxzs—What about 
dends—the $1,300°? 


The Cuateman—lI shall pay that over as fast 
as I ¢an. There are some shares that ought to 
be in the colony, bnt they have not been pro- 
duced yet, and there are some in Shanghai and 
other places. I am going to send out a circular 
to every registered shareholder. In regard to 
the unappropriated $80, it was impossible for me 
to get the exact sum. I may state that the 
unappropriated sum is a little more than I {had 
anticipated owing to shareholders not collecting 
their dividend and the Bank’s interest. being more: 
than I expected. ee - 

This concluded the business of the meeting. 

- The following are the accounts preseuted to 
e Hw 35 ‘the meeting :— , 


' 


the unpaid divi- 


Voluntary winding up as per two special 
resolutions passed at an extraordinary general 
meeting of the shareholders held at the Hong- 
kong Hotel on 17th December, 1896, and duly 
confirmed at an extraordinary meeting held at 

~the same place on 11th January, 1897." 


.  Reoerts $ @. 
_ To A. 8. Watson & Co, Inmited, on nsecount 
"of the concerned for business of Dakin, 
Cruickshank & Co, Limited, both here and 
at Amoy, including all assets and all liabi- 
lities except capital 75 cents per share on 
28,050 shares. eececeeeeees 21,037.50 
To Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corpor- 
i ation, interest on current account ..... ..... 
To fees for new scrip ooo... cece ceeeee cece 


293.33 
1.00 


$21,331.83 

: PAYMENTS. $ o. 
By Chairman; fees for signing minutes of 
meetings of 17th December, 1896, and I1th 
January, 1897, at $25 per meeting ......... 

- By Supreme Court Registration fee 

By H. L. Denuys, legal expenses .. 

By advertising .......00...cc0oc cesses ve ue 

By rent hotel room, stationery, printing, and 
Potties. oebeeis. saci vecvecseuss ceaatawssane caetes 

+ By liquidator’s fee ow. kee cette eee 
» By firet and final dividends paid to shareholders 


5.00 
3.00 
163.60 
149.45 


48.75 
500.00 


on 26,346 shares at 724 cents per share ... 19,100.89 
By balance in Hongkong and Shanghai Bank- 

ing Corporation... eeeeeee ees 3,816.14 
, $21,331.83 


Balance as above, representa :— 
. Unpaid dividends, 1,704 shares at 72} cents 
per share................ a 
Unappropriated 


~ $1,816.14 


HONGKONG CRICKET CLUB. 
: i On 26th Feb. a match was played between 
two Club elevens, the ‘ A” Team and the “B” 
Team. Mast winning the toss sent in Moberly 
and Nicholas. These men were not separated 
until 51 runs had been scored, Moberly being 
the first to go with 32 runs to his credit, 


: a ep A The bowling at first was very indiffer- 


ent, but after a double change -was made, 
BONS ies Campbell and Cox going on in tien ‘of 
. Langhorne and Bodington, the wickets soon feel, 

z -‘Robingon, Vallings, and Wood causing a little 
‘trouble at the finish. The innings was over 
_ before 2.30 p.m, for a totel of 173 runs. 


OHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


| 
4 
i 
i 


The “B” team. could make no headway 
against Vallings’ bowling, Campbell being the 
only one who made any stand, and he was ex- 
tremely unfortunate in not carrying out his 
bat. He was the first man to go in and his was 
the last wicket that fell. The eleven only 
totalled 90, of which Campbell made 34 
Vallings managed to get a great deal of work 
on the ball, the sticky ground just suiting him. 

Following on the “B” team did better, 
Campbell and Atkinson putting on 62 runs for 
the second wicket, When time was called 103 
runs had been scored for seven wioke(s, 

Score and bowling analysis :— 


A" TEAM. i 
Lt Moberly, HK.R,cand b Campbell ... 32 
Lieut. Nicholas RN.,b Campbell .......... 46. 
Capt. Simmonds, b Cox ............ Fhadieesseen: TOS 
A. Mackenzie, o and bCos ..... 4 
BH. Mast (Capt.), cand b Campbell .. ....... 8: 
8. Hastings, R.N., b Cox oo... ocoeeccsecececeeee 9 
J Robingon, b Cox o.oo. eee oe eee eee 20. 
‘ — Rev. @. R. Vallings, ¢ Dewar, b Campbell... 19” 
Lt. Lethbridge, K.0.R, notout 0.0.00... 6. 
David Wood, b Cox.......ccccccccecececeee eee 14 
Extras ... Ms . 12 
Total... 173 


Bow rye ANALYsIs. 7 
Overs, Maid, aay Wides. NB. Wickets. 


H.8.Langhorne — 1 9 — _—- = 

A.E. Bodington — — 19 1 _- — 

Dewar ....00.. — 2 17 } —_- - 

G.D.Campbell —-_ — 81 —~ — 4 

P. A. Cox ...... _-. = 2 — l 5 
“py” TRAM. 


First Innings. 
H. D. Campbell, b Leth- 
bridge... veces, 84 ¢ Sub. b Lethbridge 15 
@. §. Langhorne, 1.b w., b 
— Vallings ooo. 
P. A. Cox, c substitute b 


Second Innings. 


4 c Lethbridge, bWood 28 


c Hastings;b Robinson 0 
A. @. Bodington, ¢ and b 


Vallings. oo 8 : 
E. H Ellis, b Vallings ... 4 b Lethbridge .. ....., 16 
Capt. Tancock, c and b 
allings...... ou. 2 runout. wo a 0 
Lt. Dewar, ¢ Vallings, b 
Lethbridge 0... 6 . 
J. M. Atkingon, c Hast-: . 
. ings, b Vallings ........ 7 ¢Sub. b Vallings. .. 30 
J.§, Bartrum, not out ... 0 ¢ Simmonds, b Vallings 1 
A.R Greene, ce Simmonds, 
b Vallings ....00..0..00.... 8 
Extras ........... 12 Extras ...... 13 
Total ............ 90 Total ...... 103 


Bowirmxa ANALYSIS. 


First Innings. Af 
N.B. Wickets. 


Overs. Maid. Runs. Wides. 
Vallings ...... 12 49 —, — 8 
Lethbridge...... 17 8 29° = ee, 8 
= ‘Second Innings. 
Lethbridge. ... 14 2 2% — — 2 
Vallings......... -6 1 30 — — 2 
Mackenzie...... -2 — 330 - —- 
Robinson ...... 5 1 do — il 
Suleadewaees 2— 10 — _ 1 


Wood 


ROYAL HONGKONG YACHT CLUB, 
—_—_—»—____ 

ROYAL ENGINEERS’ CUP—SECOND RACE. 

February 26th, 1898.—Course— trom Police 
Pier, Kowloon, round Channel Rocks. Kowloon 
Rock, Meyer’s buoy, Channel Rocks (all to port), 
and finish at starting Vine; 9$ miles. 
_ -HANDICAP. 

scratch, allows 

seconds per mile 


’ Brica 


‘Maid Marian ., 9.51 1 min. 30 sec. 
Plosbe * .. 2368 3; 86 ,, 
Chanticleer ... 26.03 4 ,, ier 
Meteor ... .,. 26.19 4 ,, 8 ,, 
Active ... ... 3440 5 , 26 ,, 
Ladybird . 47.12 7 , 27 ,, 
Dart re . 57.28 9 ,, 4-,, 


There was a strong east wind, and Phebe, 
Ladyhird and Dart were reefed. Erica went 
off with the lead, but was passed off Meyer's 
“Oil Works by both Maid Marian and Chanti- 
cleer, but got into second place to the Maid 
Marian at Channel Rocks. Dart went well 
with the A class boats in the strong wind, but 
Ladybird soon fell behind: Phobe, with her 
reefed sail, was going fairly well, but it was not 
her weather. . There was not much difference 
in time between first and last at Channel Rocks, 
but in the ran down to Kowloon Rock-and the 


- reach to Meyer's buoy, the fleet got rather 


-extortion of the officials, the piracy rife throuch- -& 


spread out. The wind was harder on the-second 
beat up, and the Maid Marian, -Erica,: and 
Chanticleer wont away from the rest. Meteor: 
lost hor rudder at the start*of the race, and had 
to retire. Active was sailing a- good average: 
with the whole fleet, and was a good fourthi- 
In the run down to the finish, Phasbe passed 
Dart, but this was the only change, anda quick 
race was finished as follows :— aeaiig 


H. : 
Maid Marian... 3 54 34 10 marks first 
Erica .j. ... 3 55 31 pn ees 
Chanticleer ...3 57 54 4 ,, second 
Active . 3 59 33 2 a 
Phabe i a ie | ee 
Dart we a. 4 2 564 1, 
Ladybird |. 4 3 57 ee 
The marks scored in this competition ar 
now :— % 

. Meteor... 10 
Maid Marian 10 
Dart ... ... SL 
Chanticleer we ape Cates. vevey 7A 
TSELOG jc gl, - Salk ed ond se add 


CORRESPONDENCE. | 


_ eae : 
- [We do not hold ourselyes responsible forthe ©~ 
‘opinions expressed by our correspondents. ] - 


SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PREs8,’”: 
S1z,— Within the last two or three weeks the | 
writer has been informed by several well-to-do ‘ 
Chinese that they are selling their land and’: 
house property in the interior and bringing - 
their money to Hongkong for investment; in : 
each case giving as a reason the fact that the - 


out the. country, the failing resources of the. & 
people, aud the sense of impending rebellion and 
consequent disorders influences them in doing so, = 
~ When level-headed business men, who usually - 
reverse the operation and take money. made in- fy 
the colony to the, mainland for investment in § 
real estate, are doing this and bringing their~ 
families to. Hongkong there must be some-: 
ground for their action. - te ae 

ALERT... 


Hongkong, Ist, March, 1898, 


THE PROPOSED NEW FOST OFFICE 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRESS.” « 
SrR,— Russia on behalf of herself and France & 
and France on behalf of herself and Russia on - 
one side, and Great Britain on behalf of herself .§ 
and all the world on the other, were for a long” § 
time engaged in a very keen diplomatic coptést’ 
in regard to re-arrangements in China,~Fora ff 
time the result was doubtful, but at last the : 
unholy alliance seemed to hayb-dchieved success - 
and Freedom.skrieked, for if was supposed that. 
England had fallen. Their:grasp seemed firm, - 
but success is not success till it has succeeded, -: 
A new power, the Hongkong and German:: 
Banks, appeared on the scone, Liberty triumphed, 
and all men will be gainers. - ae 
The Hon. Mr. Chater on behalf of himself 
aud the Justices of the Peace and the Hon. Mr. 
Whitehead on behalf of himself and the Cham- 
ber of Commerce on one side and the Hon, Mr 
Belilios on behalf of himself and all the. pnblio 
-of Hongkong on the other have for a long time 
been engaged in a keen diplomatic contest in ré 
to rearrangements in Hongkong. For : 
time the result was donbtful but at last the local 
alliance seemed -to have achieved success an 
Hongkong wept in despair, for it was supposed 
that public interests had gone to the wall. Th 
grasp of the oligarchy seemed firm, but a-ne 
power, the Hon. Mr. Ormaby, appeared on. th 
scene, Independence triumphed, and all mé 
in Hongkong (except one or two interested 
parties) will be the gainers. I have not the hon 
our to be a member of the Chamber of Com 
merce, nor even & Justice of the Peace, but if 
had I should still- say that my representatives : 


were not representing a ae 
: MY INTERESTS, ° 
Hongkong, Ist March, 1898. Eee 8 


TO THE EDITOR_OF THE“: 
S1z,—I think it is undoub at: the 
hitherto been an impression thatthe ov 
property on the new Pra dhe 


having the Government Offices built (here, but 
as:you clearly show they. would gain more by 
having the Post Office retained on its present 
te. The question is consequently being asked 
hy the Hon. Mr. Chater, who is known to be 
‘the largest holder of land in that district, should 
80 anxious {fo have ‘it there in spite of his 
-own personal interest to the contrary. The 
-question, 1 fear, is prompted by that spirit of 
spicion and uncharitableness with which most 
“of us are more or less endowed. Even if there 
should still remain a doubt I think that Mr. 
-Chater, considering the long time ha has 
“peen ‘amongst- us and the great advan- 
tages which his energy and foresight have 
*eonferred on the colony und on many of us indi- 
“¥idually, should be given the benefit of it. ‘To 
‘my mind the answer to the question is that Mr. 
“Chater is a public spirited citizen and is will- 
Hing, and in such a position that he can afford 
8 to- sacrifice his personal interest for the public 
>good, This was shewn by the great amount of 
Vhis valuable time which he devoted to collecting 
‘from the public subscriptions towards the cele- 
“bration-of Her Majesty's Jubilee. He did that 
without any thought of reward or recognition, as 
‘he himself publicly declared, but Her Majesty's 
- Government, who could in no way be influenced 
‘by feelings of personal friendship, rightly hon- 
‘-oured him and the colony by conferring on him 
a’. Companionship of the Most Distinguished 
Order of St. Michel and St. George. Why, 
‘then, should it be assumed thal he would not 
“be likely to forego a little personal benefit to 
chimself for what be conscientiously believes to 
be for the public benefit? That Mr. Chater 
- ean be thoroughly conscientious in such mafters 
~ he showed by his declaration in the Legislative 
? Council that he never gave to his partner in- 
. formation on public affairs which came to his 
“knowledge through his position as the senior 
 anofficial member of our local Legislature, and 
“that notwithstanding it is known that their 
- transactions involve very large sums, in the 
-tarniug over 6f which a few hours or even 
-@ few minutes information in advance of 
=the public would be of great benefit to them. 
“Of course it may be said that Mr. Chater's 
- position places him above those petty considera- 
tions to which most of us, and perhaps even 
he himself under other circumstances, .would 
“paééumb; but here again I say that he is 
‘entitled tothe benefit of the doubt. Why 
“should we doubt or be jealous because we 
~ ourselves are incapable of standing -on such a 
shigh: plane? Cuution and suspicion are in- 
‘ stincts formed and inherited in the course of 
“ ages by our struggle for existence, but I think 
. the public will agree with you that it was very 
“. wrong in Mr. Belilios or anyone else to impute 
: self interest to Mr. Chater.— Yours faithfully, 
: W. 


Hongkong, 2nd March 1898. 


0 THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRESS.” 
PS §$rex,—You invile ideas on this subject. [ 
hink there are'only two, that held by Mr. 
hater, his henchman, My. Whitehead, and 
yourself, and that held by the community at 
_latge. As to sites, seeing it is now certain that 
he New Praya will not be extended eastward 
ere would in one case -be on the north: the 
arbour, on the east that buge folly, the now 
esarted Hongkong Club, and the Taikoo Hong, 
nly these and nothing more, on the south and 
est-sides the whole of the town, businessand re- 
ential ; in the other we have and will continue 
‘have, however much and in whatever direction 
»: town may extend, as central a position. as 
d possibly be got. The Reclamation will 
nd west of Ice-House street as well as east 
f if. And the time is coming when all Chinese 
dters will have to passthrough the General Post 
Mffice. We have also to consider the Treasury - 
s well.as the Post Office. From all I can hear 
you are going dead [against public opinion, and 
:venture to think that you and Mr. Chater are 
nly.beating the. wind — Yours Ee 


“Hongkong, ‘3rd March, 1898. 


“yO THE EDITOR OF ‘THF “ DAILY PREss,” 
'- Dear Sre,—I have just been examining a 
p of Hongkong and fail to see how the. site 
the Reclamation can be considered central, 
likely to become go. It ig bounded on the: 
orth by the sea, communication to the eastward. 
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is limited to the Hongkong Club, Butterfield 
& Swire’s and the Telegraph Company, as beyoud 
that the Naval Yard acts as an :effective and 
-apparently permanent barrier. A stretch of 
nearly a quarter of a mile following the road 
in a south-westerly direction separafes it from 
the busiest portion of the City of Victoria. If 
a pillar box were asked for at the corner of the 
Reclamation site I should say by all means, but 
to build a General Post Office away from the 
business centre of the town, in the hope that 
the business will follow it, seems to me to be 
expecting too much and rather reminds one of 


the fable of Muhomet and the Mountain. I do- 


not believe there is anywhere a precedent for 
carrying out such a proposal as the suggested 
erection of 9 G. P. O. on the Reclamation site. 
Sydney is not unlike Hongkong in-its geo- 
graphical position, being a large town with a 
fine harbour, but although it can boast of a 
magnificent G.P.O this Post Office is not 
erected on the harbour frontage for “look see 
pidgin,” but, on the contrary, is built-in the 
business centre of the town, where it is most 
wanted. Again, take London. ‘The G.P.O. 
is not situated on the Thames Embankment but 
in the heart of the City. 

’ A good deal of apprehension seems to exist 
in some quarters that if the Post Office is re- 
tained where it is, it will, in time, be snrronnded 
by Chinese shops. In answer to this I wonld 


point ont that it is. proposed to have roads on. 


all four sides of the new building, whichever 
site is selected, and that globe trotters and pro- 
perty holders alike would prefer to face such 
‘* Chinese shops’ as Lock Hing’s and A Tack's 
than such dilapidated looking structures as the 
block of “ European” houses which stretch 
from Deacon and Hastings’ offices to “ Crosby's 


Store.” Ido not think that Chinese shops such 


as those seen at East Point and West Point 
would be permitted, or pay if they were per- 
mitted, because the shops in the neighbourhood 
of the present Post Office wonld depend largely 
on Europeans for support. There is nothing 
offensive to the eye about such Chinese shops 
as the two I have mentioned by name; in fact 
they are superior both inside and outside to 
nearly all the European stores in the colony. 

If the idea is to make the Reclamation the 
swell quarter of the colony, by removing thither 
all the principal public buildings, it seems tu 
me that {le removal of the Post Office to this 
site will defeat this object, as practically only 
Chinese nse the Post Office and ‘L'reasury, where 
crowds of dirty coolies can be seen loafing about 
at all hours of the day, The only Europeans to 
use the Post Office to any extent -ara globe 
trotters. Now a globe trotter’s first act after 
landing atthe first central wharf (which will be 
Pedder's) is to seek -the -best hotel; having 
arrived: there he enquires as to the whereabouts 
of the Post Office, and what more handy to the 
Hongkong Hotel than the present one ? 

I am afraid, Mr. Editor, IT am taking up a 
lot of your space, but you ask in your leader of 
this morning for ideas of a noa-personal nature, 
and I have attempted to give you a few which 
must be taken for what they are worth. 

: -- ~ Yours truly, 
H. 


Hongkong, 3rd -March, 1898. 


HONG KON 

a eee 

The weather wobbled veryconsiderably during 
the past week. We have had fine weather with 
dull intervals and dull weather with.fine intervals, 
and the temperature-has been cold one minute 
and hot the uext, while. the wind’ has been 
boisterous at one period of the day and a dead 
calm at another. Riuderpest has again broken 
out in the colony, but so far ouly a small farm 


chas been affected. The Sanitary Board has 


held two special meetings to discuss the subject 
and ‘after much talk the’ members decided to 
take certain steps to prevent the spread of the 
disease. On the 28th February the Legislative 
Council held a meeting, and a long discussion 


took place on the question of the new Post Office 


site. The Jubilee Committee have presented 
their accounts and are now taking active mea- 
gittes to secure the establishment of the hospital 
for women and children and the nursing insti- 
tute at the Peak, the idea at present being to 
purchase Craigieburn. On the 26th Feb. Mr. 
W. V. Drommond delivered a lecture at the 
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City Hall on “The Secret of the British Em: - 


pire,” During the week several Company is 


meetings have been held. 
Owisg to Hon. H.E. Wodehouse being in- 


dispésed, Commander Hastings has been sitting - 


as Magistrate during the past week. 

The Commodore's pennant was hoisted on 
board H.M.S. Tamar on 3rd March, when 
the crew of H.M.S. Victor Emanuel were 
transferred to her. 


Mr. W. M. B. Arthur, first clerk at the. - 


Magistracy, went home onJeave on 1st March by 
the Sachsen. We wish Mr. Arthur a pleasant 
voyage and hope he will enjoyably spend his well 
earned holiday in England. - 

The Hon. Treasurer of the Alice Memorial 
and Nethersole Hospitals begs to acknowledge 


with thanks the following donation to the funds - 


of the Hospitals :— 
C. Holdsworth 


The Right Rev. Dr. Carvalho, the new Bi- 


shop of Macao, who arrived by the French mail, 
left on Ist March in the Portuguese gunboat 
Bengo to assume the duties of his diocese. Great 
preparations had been made in Macao for his 
reception. “ - 

It is stated that instructions have been 
received by the authorities’ at Canton from 
Peking to proceed with the construction of a 
railway from Canton to Wuchowfu. We hope 
this project will not hang fire as long as the 
projected Kowloon and Cauton Railway. 

On 25th February the matshed barracks at. 
Kowloon occupied by a company of men of the 
King’s Own Regiment caught fire, and before 
the flames were extinguished a considerable 
portion of the barracks was destroyed, together 
with most of the men’s clothing and accoutre- 
ments. - 

Her Majesty held an investiture at Osborne 
on the 25th January. Amongst the gentlemen 
who .-had the honour of kinghthood conferred 
upon them was Mr. Justice Ackroyd. 
The gentlemen afterwards partook of luncheon 
at thé Palace. They travelled across the Solent 
from and to Portsmouth in the Royal yacht 
Alberta. ‘ rs 

There was a large attendance ‘at the Theatre 
Royal on Saturday night 26th Feb. when the 
Amateur Dramatic Club made their final 
appearance in “The Ducltess of Bayswater & 
Co.” and “-A Pantomime Rehearsal.” Hach 
piece was loudly applauded and during the 
evening bonquets were presented to the lady 
performers. 

The result of the argument in Chambers in 
regard to the question of costs in the share case 
was that His Lordship the Chief Justice decreed 
that Mr. Gorham, the defendant, should pay 
the full costs of the suit up to the date of hear- 
ing, and two-thirds of the costs from the date 
of the commencement of the hearing to date of 
judgment. 


We learn that in accordance with thé leave 
granted by the Chief Justice in his judgment 
delivered on the 12th February, the plaintiffs 
in the synagogue case have appliéd to amend : 
their petition so as to make a case for specific 
performance. It will be remembered that what 
they asked for before was a declaration of trust; 
and upon that issue they failed. 


Several lots of property at the Peak were 
offered for sale by auction by Mr. G, P. 
Lammert at his sales room on 1st March. - 
Craigieburn was to have been one of the lots, 
but the sale of this property was postponed by 
request until the 16th March. The reason for 
the postponement is that the idea of acquiring 
the property for the purposes of the Jubilee 
Hospital for Women and Children and Nursing 
Institute has been brought forward.and is now. 
under consideration. Tha - first lot offered’ 
for sale yesterday was No. 6, Stewart Terrace, 
which was put up at $3,000. The bidding ad- 
vanced by $100 and $50 to $4,450, at which sum 
the property was knocked down to Mr. Ka Poo. 
The second lot was No. 7, Stewart Terrace, 
which was knocked down to the same buyer 
for $4,150. No. 8, Stewatt Terrace was 
bought by Mr. Pinckney for $4,500, and 
No. 9, Stewart Terrace was bonght by Mr. 
Ka. Poo for $4,250. Rural building lot No. 
82, containing 10,080 square feet, with the 
two houses known as Wageningen and The 
Retreat, was then offered, the upset price being 
$15,000, but as no bid was made in advance of 
this figure, the property was withdrawn, — - 
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. - ‘the speed required of her. 


-- morning. 


TEA. 


BRITAIN. 
1897-08 
Ths. 
Canton and Macao ......... 5,887,884 
Shanghai and Hankow ... 14,088,939 
Foochow v...ccccceee ovens 12,309,891 
AMOY ... cece cecee cece tweens ees 685,681 


ie : 32,912,265 


' - 1897-98 
Ibe. 
Shanghai......... deeeeeeae yeoe 18,823,511 
~ AMY crecesessccccnveernenees 15,107,721 


Foochow ......00 cece 9,316,905 


41,418,135 


* _ EXPORT.OF TRA FROM CHINA TO ODESSA. 
: : , 1897-98 | 1896-07 
Ths. r lbs, ~ 


2, Shanghai and Hankow...19,462,293 


: 1897-98 
: The. 
Yokobama........0..-:.6. 26,414,853 
. Kobe co. ccceccccrevccetenere 15,602,283 


to SILK. 


Caston, 18th Febraary.—Tsatlees.—The 
market is quite bare of Tsatlees of all grades 
and nothing is expected on the market for the 


COMMERCIAL. 


H.M.8: Powerful went out for another trial 
of her engines on Wednesday morning.“ She 
left the harbour at 9.30 and returned abont 
four o’clock in the afternoon. We hear, that 

7 she accomplished a. speed of nineteen knots an 


hour. ' This is an-improvement on the previous 
trial, but it is still three knots an hour below 


|. EXPORT OF TEA FROM CHINA TO GREAT 


EXPORT OF TEA FROM CHINA TO UNITED 
. STATES AND CANADA, 


~: 


* EX?tORT OF TEA FROM JAPAN TO UNITED 
; STATES AND CANADA. 


42,016,641 


48,671,758 


On Sunday. the steamer Tai On, which was 

. chartered by Mr. L. J. Xavier, made an enjoy- 
able excursion trip te Macao. The wharf at 

. Macao was decorated with flags and leaves and 

. . the excursionists spent a very pleasant time, the 
-great feature of interest being the procession 
-of the Cross. ‘The: return rneythe was com- 
_ menced at 11 p.m. and owing to jon fog Hong- 
‘kong was not reached until 4 a.m. on Monday 


EXPORT OF SILK FROM CIILNA AND JAPAN 


Shane ad veneer O77 BBL |New Butane weer nceene an "260: chest 
Yokohama ” OG. Old Patna. ii. cceeecce cee cnteeeeee L470 
okobama .........ceeeeeee) 28,5380 | 18,892 New Benares 4507 
. oo NOW OTATES cas seeseerensee eee sdaeenres . 0 
18.785 21,870 | Maan IE poo 


New(this vear’s) $750 with allowance of 0 to. 
Old (2/3 yrs. ) $770 ny 2 to 8. 
” (1/6 » ) $800 ” : a 1 to3/: 
“ (6/7 ” ) $820 ” + 0 to 2 

8/10 ,,-) $890" , 4,0 1049 


we " 


ot » oD : 
" Pegasus Chop No. 1 (Haining) 595 12114 


YO AMERICA. 
1897-98 © 1896-97 
hales. balis. 


for Oily, and 8340 to 
according to quality. _ 
‘No-day’s stocks are estimated as under :—. 


Peraiatt ccccccescecse pea cee tice sangeceee ELIOT" 


EXPIRT OF SILK FROM CHINA AND : 
Course of THE Honaxone Orium MARKE 


JAPAN TO EUROPE. 
1897-08 1896-97 


balos. bales, 


PATNA. | BENATES. 


Shanghai ...cceceeccceeeecee 430933 39,868 | PATE | on 
F Cramton .oicceceensce cecceeee 19,842 19,737 Now. | Old. | New. | Old 
Yokobama...ccccsccesces cores 17 8u2 2,91 _ ~ | 
o ‘ Tu “ists, |S s | 8 $ |-s | -: 

- — a eb. 10 | 715 | 7038 | 710 | 730° 
1896-97 - 82.982 72.547 | Reb, 27| 7074 | 715 | 7039 | 710 | 730 
te. |, —_—-- Feb. 28] 7074 | 715 | 7033 | 710 | 730- 
6,277,746 7 CAMPILOR,. Mar. 1 710, 7 6} i ‘7034 \ 710 730 
17.809,184 lHlonaxona, +th March.—Some imprevement Mar. 710 | 7I7$ 1 705 , 7124 | 730 


12,518,868 | has taken place in the condition of the market 
: §89,474 | and prices ara a little higher. Quotatiuns for 
————— | Formosa are nominally $44.25 to $45.50. Sales, 

37,105,277 | 400-piculs, . . : 


1896.97 
I's. 
18,214,124 
19,122,415 
11,405,219 


22,940,123 


1896-97 
Ybs. 
27,365,005 
11,777 490 


42,142,495 


7 ; next 3 months. He-reels—Nothing obtainable. 
: Some orders at $553 for No.1 Grant could not 


¢ be executed, there being no sellers. 
t Very little has been done since last report. 


Filatures.— 


There is some demand for Best ecnops 11/13 
and 13/15, but other sizes aud lower qualities 
From = prices 


f are almust entirely neglected. 


we quote: $815/805 for Kwong Shun Cheong 


7 and ‘Mia King Lun 11/13 and 13/14, $790/780 
for Kwong Gun On 11/13 and 13/13, $720 for 
Kwong Lun Fung 11/:3 and King Wo 13/la. 


Short-reels—Have been in little demand. From 
prices paid we quote: 8784 for Hau King Lun 


14/16, for Hip Sam Choy 14/16, $709 for Yut 
Cheong Wo 14/16, Waste.—A good business 


_ ‘has been done at hardening prices. Stocks.— 
~~ T'satlees, 500 bales. Filatures, 4/500 baie=. 


Sa#anowar, 28th February.—(From Messrs. A 
B. Buckill & Sons’ Cireular).—London messages 
to 25th current quote Blue Elephant 11/0; Firm 
market. In Lyons Gold Kilins are quoted 


¢ >: 98.75. Baw Silk.—Seitlements are restrictel to 
? about 100 bles each Tsatlee:, Taysiams, Yellow 
: 1 Silks and Filatnres at quotitions given below. 
~ . Arrivals, as: per Customs B turns, 19th to 25th 


ments 3:0 picals. 


\ ot . current:_19 bales White, 7 piculs Yellow, and 29 
picule Wild Silks. The Export of Steao 
Filatures to date is: to America 4,380 bales, to 
Continent 3,253 bales, to Japan 45 and to London 
“92 bales. Waste Silk.—‘I'ussah Washe 1 and 2 
(60 and 40) ig. quoted Tls. 25 per picul. Settle- 


Prices calculated by Maerten’s Tables at 11 per 
cent ; Exchange 2/3}; Freight Ts. 7.45 per bale: 


Tis. Stig. 


a4 . per pel. per lb 
. ‘Teatlees:—Mountain 4 ......--::ceccreareseeceeeceesenes 505 11,0} 
” Gold Kiling .. 4924 10/04 
San EEA gia ah BR 
Taysaam.—Green Kahi wnghan .......-.2--0+ 4 . 
~ ad White ne Gold Lily-Hower 3... 4324 9/64 - 


” 9x12 Moss Green Stork 8 ...........- 412 8/1 


remained firn at thé priess last reported. 
Quotations are :— . 
Sheklooug, No. 1, White...8$7.33 to 7.38 jer yc. 


Shekloong, No.1, Rrown,,, £92 to £95 ,, Shanghai anil Japanese,.. 22.00-to 23.00 o 
do. a Rrown,., 4.80 to 485 ,, Tungchow and Ningpo... 22.00 to 23.0U _,, oe 
swataw, No, J, White... 723 to 7.25) ,, Madras (Best) ........00.0... to “a. oe 


Swatuw, No. 1, Brown... £26 tao £90 ,, 
z, 


85 bales rattan shavings, 18 cases curios, 12 


cs. 


2 
Mar. 3) 7ilf} | 720 | 706% ° 715 730 
4] 7174 H 7223 7074 | 720 | 730 
| . { 


COTTON. a 

Hoycxona, 4th March.—Fair amount of busi 
ness has been transacted at steady — rates 
Market closes firm. Stock-, ab ut 2,000 bales. ~ 
* Bombay v..cccece ceeeeeeees $16.50 to 19.00 p.. ple 
Kurrachve cccccecsecsecesers cee FO gg 
Bengal (New),Rangoon, -- m4 ; 
and bacon | 17.59 to 19.59 ya 


Stlaiard, 
Honckona, 4th Mareh.—The “warkeb bas 


do. ve 6%, Whate. 70Qte FOL ,. 


do. +’ White... 695 to 6.98, Sales: 1,400 bales Bengal (New), Bangoon, and 


Dacta. 


do. wd Urown... 4.7610 4.50 5, 
Foochow Sueatr Candy ......11385 ta 11.40 4 
Sheklaone te tae eee 10.00 ta 10.02. ,. 


_RICE. — a | 

Hoxexbne, 4th March.—The demand hag- 
continued and prices have .hown a daily advance 
Quotitions are :— 3 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. Saig ~ 2 89: oR 
Per German steamer Irene, sailed on the 19th "gon Pry saatttg is ° a ! 
February. From Hongkong for Suez :—150 cases M TiOng se eeceeveecessetee sees 330 tO 3,58 


cassia. For Havre :—265 rolls mats and mat- Siam, Field, mil Ceaned, No, 2... 2.89 to 2.9 


ting. 60 packages split bamboo, 55 boxes cam- » Garden, , No. 1 ... 3.70 t) 8.78 
phor, 25 boxes staraniseed, 24 cases chinaware, ve WHIEG ee cece enn eee eens « 4.40. to 44 


20 boxes cantharides, 6 cases human. hair, 2 cases 
silks, 2 cases’ chiua ink, and 2 boxes feathers. 
For Havre option [i:amburg.:—127 bales canes, 
40 casks ginger, and 20 boxes bristles. For 
Havre and/or Hamburg and/or London :—503 
cases camphor, 75 packages bristles; and 50 cases 
cassia lignea. For Hamburg :—480 bales fea- 
thers, 302 bales canes, 255 cases broken cassia, 


go Fine Garg) ccecce cece screens 4:55 tO 4,60 


: COALS. ; ns © 

Honuxons, 4th-March.—Saiall Sales of Jag i 
panese on private -terms. Market steady 
‘Quotations are i— ° - ; — 
Candiff .........$20.00 to 22.00 ex ship, steady. 
Austratian......$10.00 to 12.00 cx ship, steady. - 
MRE SLInP L 9.00 to 10:25 nominal. 
Moji Lump ... 7.73 to 1.40 ex ship, steady, 
Hongay Lump 9.00 to — - os 
Hongay Dust... 4.8)to — 
Briquettes ... 10.00 to. — 


’ MISCELLANEOUS IMPORTS. . < . = 
Honckone 4th February.—Amongst the sale 
reported are the following :— at ee 
Yarn anp Prece Goops:—Bombay Yarn 
bales No. 8 at $77.50, 1150 bales Ne. 10 at $7 
to $91, 60) bales No, 12 at $52.50 to $91,- 
bales No. 16 at $91 to $100,850 bales No. 2 
$97 to $102.59. Grey Shirtings.—750 piecos 
Blue 5 méa at $3.85, 600 pieces 8}. Ibs: 
Crab at $2.57}. 250 pieces 10 Ib3.: ‘Weighi 
8372}. White Shirtings—2,00).pieées Oat ; : 
2,000 pieces. S. Q. nt $t,50, 5Y0 pieces. 8:'S 
$1.70, 1,00) piecss Flower at $495,730. pi 
Blue Drag-m at 3.10, 300 pidcus N. : 
250 Gold Goo zat $ 4.424, 1,009 pieces 3 $3271 
. Green -Pagoda 


exivan: Gold “Drag 
XA 


packages sundries, 10 cases fans, 10 cases tea 
woodcanes, 10 boxas paper, 6 packages rattan 
chairs, and 3 cases china ink. For Hamburg 
option London :—10 boxes bristles. For Ham- 
burg option Antwerp :—20-boxes bristles. “ For 
Antwerp :—8 bales leaf tobacco. For Copen- 
hagen :—7 cases chinaware, aud 6 cases private 
effects. 


Per steamer Diomed, sailed on the 22nd 
F. bruary. For London:—100 bales waste silk, 
1,950 bales hemp, 184 bales canes, 62 bales 
feathers, 1 case silk, 45 cases chinaware, 2,002 
cases ginger, 10 cases essential oil. 318 packages 
shells, § packages cassia, 12 packages rattanware, 
and 14 packages sundries. For London and/or 
Manchester :—100 bales waste silk. For Liver- 
pool :—1,400 bales hemp. For Hamburg :—6. 
bales feathers. , 


Por steamer Sydney, sailed on the 26th u 
February. For France :—193 bales raw silk, 
2 ‘cases silk piece goods, 21 cases essential oil, 


5 eases curios, and 31 packages hair. 


‘OPIUM. 

Hoxexona, ith March.—Bengal—Prices have 
improved owing to favourable advices from Shang- 
Kai and Calcutta, combined with the fall iu the 
exchange on India, Current rates are $7173 for 
New Patna, $722} for old Patna, $707} for New 
Benares, and $720 for old Benares, ‘ 
«Malwa.—A very small amount of business bas 
passed in this-drug during the interval. Rates 
are almost uvaltered, the following being the 
latest figures :— : y 


200 cases t4/2-) ozs. ab $31.° - 
Corton YABN. — aon 
Bombay—Nos, 10 to 20s. ....: 
English—Nas. 16. to. 24. 

- 4, 22 t0% 


J per piece 
- Grey Shirtings—6lbs, .......... 1.75 to ‘1.85 
: T1UB. Ln... 2.00 to 2,07} 
8.4 1bs....... 2.50 to 3.20 
; Ntolu lbs 3.40 to 415 
- White Shirtings—54 to 56 rd.-2.4) to 2,60 
5S toG0 ,, 2.75 to 3.46 
644066 ,, 3.55 to 4.40 
Fine ...... 4.35 to 7.15 
ae Book-folds. 8.80 to 6.70 
Victoria Lawns—12 yards ... 0.65 to  1.20° 
T-Cloths —6lbs. (32 in.),Ord’y. 1.55 to 1.76 
: 7lbs.(32,,),  « 2199 to 2.15 
* Glos. (82 ,,),Mexs, 1.70 to 1.85 
; lbs. (32 4,), 4, 2.10 to 2&0 
a 8 to 8.4 0z.,(8Gin.) 240 to 3.23 
| Drills, am ha da } 3.75 to 6&.15 
1a co : SB seccccoes 
| Fancy Corrons 
| | Turkey Bed Siietinger it to 1.80 to 4.0 
:{ Brocades—Dyed 3.90 to 5.¢0 
i per yard 
i Damaaks..... eee ceceeee O12 to 0.16 
s|  Chintzes—Aasorted .........:.. 9.08 to 06.14 
i Velvets—Black, 22 in......... 0.20 to 0.30 
.| Velveteens—18 in, oo... 0.16 to 0.18 
os per dozen, 
'  Handkercbiefs—Imitation Silk 0.45, to <0.90 
i Wootngas : 
' ; per yard 
Spanish Sttipes—Sundry chops. 0.55 to 1.35 
1 : German....... 1.15 to 1.50 
- ~Habit, Med.,and Broad Cloths. 1.18 to 5.23 
i per piece 
‘Long Ells—Scarlet ............ 6.50 to 9.00 
ee Assorted ......... 6.60 to 9.10 
: oe oe Pact 12.00 to 32.00 
astings—30 yds.,31 inclies, 
Saar aeraain a} 11,00 to 20,c0 
Orleans—Plain ........ Baie chen oe 7.00 to 8.50 
per pair 
Blankets—8 to 12lbz. ......... 5.50 to 12.00 
Merars 
Vy : per picul | 
i} Tron—Nail Rod .............. 00. “4.10 to —- 
fe: Square, Flat Round-Bar ... 4. to — 
= Swedish Bar ............ ... 5.50 to — 
“);. Small-Round Rod ... 4.80 to. — 
| ee = Cole) eee 5.50 to — 
- | Wire 15/25 oe. veceseces 9.00 to — 
-!  — Old Wire Rope lies... 1.50 to 3.00 
| Lead, L. B. and Hole Chop ... 845 to — 
ol Australian. 845 to 
eat Yellow M’tal—Muntz,14/28 oz. 82.00 to — 
; Vivian’s, 14/200z. 31.00 to — 
| Elliot’s, 14/20 oz. 31.00 to — 
| Composition Naile 0.0... — to — 
‘| Japan Copper, Slabs... 30.69 to — 
| Tiles .., 29.00 to — 
Le DEM watesasssa diate cesccussstocteies —- too — 
| per hox.. 
\ Tin-Plates oe 600 to — 
| per cwt. case 
2 Bteeld tog ..... shdeeiebescedce 5.50 to — 
‘SUNDRIES 
:{ : : per picul 
: I Quicksilver ..........0000000606622126.60 to | — 
i ~ per box 
| Window Glass o...02...... 00000. 4.20 to — 
‘ per 10-gal. case 
“1 Kerogene Oil 2.00... sccccssacesese 1.87 to _ 


_ SHANGHAI, 26th Felruary.—(From Mesars. Noél, 
urray & Qo.’s Piece Goods Trade Report).— 
he market though.firm has ruled very quiet 
luring the interval, the d:alera being fally os- 
upied in preparing their shipments for Ticntsin 
the steamers that leave here to-morrow wor- 
faing, nineteen having cleared for that Port to- 


ot anticipated that there will be eny difficulty 
large as it. seeins. 


: With regard to the new loan, which will not only 
* felp them out of their present financial difficulties 
generally and dispel 
at-feeling of uncertainty regarding the future 
this country that has been lianging over this 
rade for.so long: now. It will of course take 
ome time before any. very appreciable Lenefits 
e.derived from the new markets that will Le 
pened to the trade world hy the perwission to 
reigneérs to navigate all the internal waterways 
this vast coantry, bnt it isa step in the right 
irection and will no doubt be taken fall advan- 
of by our enterprising Steamer Companies, 


i 
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There is a good enquiry for the heavier classes 
in unusually short supply, 
to obtain in Manchester, 
the market there having gone up 3d. a piece in 
the lost week or ten days. and then only for late 
to-day’s 
Planters must be Lolding 
which is the only way this 
advance in pice can be accounted for. Offers 
for some fair lines of American goods have been 
submitted but that market also seems to be firm, 
have not heard of anything going 
through. The Yarn market is quiet but steady, 
Indian Spinnings only meating with a moderate 
demand this week at unchanged prices. Local 
Spinnings are firm, and going off well, but most 
of the Mills are in need of Cotton, which is 
At a meeting 
of the Laou-Kung-Mow 
Weaving COmpany, to be 
hell on 9th Marcb, the Directors will recommend 
an increase in-the number of Spindles from the 
25,000 which are now erected to between 40,000 
and 50,000, the building being quite capable of 


of Shirtings, which are 
and are also difficult 


shipment. Cotton is higher 
quotation Leing 32d. 
back thair_Cotton, 


again, 


and ve 


strongly held by the natives. 
of the sharcholders 
Cotton Spinning and 


housing that number. 
Meraxs, 28th February.—(From Messrs, Alex. 


Bielfield & Co.’s Report) :—There has been great 
spot cargo eapecially being in demand, 
as will be seen from the list below, the 
dealers have at last made up their minds to order 
freely. We bear that much more than the amount 
we reported has been done, but so far we 
have been unable to secure particulars. About 
reported 
6d., though we 
but as prices have 


activity, 
while, 


500 tons “Goffin” Nailroads 
to have been done at 127s. 
quote 1293, to 130s., 
been well waintained we can scarcely credit it. 


eee, 


EXCHANGE. 
Fripay, 4th March. 


are 


On Lonpoy.— 
Telegraphic Transfer 
Bank Bills, on demand 


‘ Credits, at 4 months’ sight ......... 1/10} 

Documentary Bills, 4months’ sight 1/16} 
On Parts— 

Bank Bills, on demand ............... 2.31 

Credits, at 4 months’ sight ......... 2.344 
On GERMANY.— 

On demand .............., Meonsigeet ene 1.86 
On New Yorx.— ; 

Bank Bills, on demand .....'.......,. 4A 

Credits, 60 days’ sight ~<.............. 454 
On Bompay.— : 

Telegraphic Transfer................. 136 

Bank, on demand........,.... err 1364 
On CaLcurra.— 

Telegraphic Transfer.................. 186 

Bank, on demand.................., vee L8G 
On SHancHar.— 

Bank, at sight 200... cccecccces. 745 

Private, 30 days’ sight................... Tt 
On Yoxouama.— 

On demand 0.00.0... ececceeeee 103 % pm. 
On Maniia— : 

On domand................csecceseceeees 94 % pm. 
On SINGAPORE.— 

On demand... cece ceccceeee °/, pm. 
SovEREIcns Bank's Buying Rate ...... 10.7 
Gop Lear, 100 fine, per tael ............ 55.75 


JOINT STOCK SHARES, 

Honaxona, 4th “March—The market has 
been active and a good business put through. 
during the week under review, chiefly in Banks 
and Sugars. Rates generally close steady to 
strong. 

Banxks.—Hongkong and Shanghais —The de- 
mand reported last - week. continuing and 
holders being firm, ‘the rate further improved 
from 182 to 195 per cent. prem. with sales at 
that and intermediate rates. The market then 
became erratic and the rate again fell to 191 
for cash; on time shares changed hands at 
191 to 196 per cent. prem. for March and at 
193 to 198 per cent. prem. for April. The 
market closes steady at 192 per cent. prem, 
Nationals remain neglected and out of favour 
at quotation. ee © 

Marine Insvrances.—China Traders have 
found buyers at $68 and $674, closing with 
sellers. Cantons have further declined to $145 
and more shares are obtainable at the rate. 
Unions have ruled steady, but without business. 


| result of the year's working, showing a profit 


‘| and close with further small sellers at that 


‘without much business. 


kong and Whampoa Docks continue in good 


[March 5, 1998; 


An enquiry for Yangtszes has sent the rate 
up to $142 without bringing out shares, whilst 
sales are reported by wire in Shanghai at $141 
exchange 74. North [Chinas and Straits con- 
tinue unchanged, neglected, and without 
business, ; 

Fizz INsvuRANCES.—Both Hongkongs and 
Chinas have ruled weak with small sales of the 
former at $345 ex dividend and of the latter at 
$101. : 


SuIPPINa.—Hongkong, Canton and Macaos 
have ruled much firmer and in fair demand, 
a fair business having been put through at 
advancing rates; whether the improvement is — 
due to the bolder policy of fighting the several: 
small native oppositions, at present pursued 
by the directors. or to short sales for the 
settlement it is difficult to say, but most things 
point to the latter as the more probable reason. 
A good -many shares have changed hands - 
during the week at $264, $263, $27, $273, and 
$274, all for cash, with only a few isolated sales 
on time for April and June; the market closés 
firm at $274. Indo-Chinas have been negotiated 
at $54, but more shares are wanted at the rate 
and do not seem to be forthcoming, holders 
demanding$55. China Manilas on the strength 
of a rumoured good report anda 15 per cent. 
dividend hhve improved to $81, after small 
sales at $79 and $80. Douglases have been 
enquired for at $584 to $59 without leading 
to business. China Mutuals continue in 
demand at quotations. : n 
REFINERIES.—China Sugars have further 
improved their position and sales have been 
effected at $173 to $176 for cash, at $175 to. 
$177 for March, and at-$179 and $1784 for 
June, the market closing somewhat easier at - ; 
$175. It is currently reported and may be ’ 
taken as a fact that the Consulting Committee ~ : 
will recommend a final dividend of $10, to 
pe $140,000 to an equalization dividend 
nd, to write off gome $75,000, and carry 
forward about $13,000, a very remarkable 


7 
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of $508,000. Luzons have been done at $41 


rate. 
M1nING.—Punjoms have ruled firmer, but 
A few sales have 
taken place at $6.60 to $6.75, the market closing 
rather quieter at $6.60. Charbonnages con- 
tinue to advance and sales have been made 
at $150; the market closes with a few shares 
on offer at $1474. New Balmorals have 
changed hands ai $1.60 and $1.90, Olivers B 
at $7, and Jelebus at $2. Raubs ruled steady 
to strong during the week at $24 to $244, 
until the end, when the news of a good crushing 
—2,050 oz. (about) from 2,200 (about) stone : 
crushed—suddenly jumped them to $26. During ; 
the week shares have changed hands at $24, 
$244, $242 $25, and $26, the market closing 
with sellers at $263. Great Easterns have 
been very quiet and with few if any sales at 
quotations. 
Docks, WHARVES, AND Gopowns.—Hong- 


apecnet 6 AV ee Tb 


demand and with very few shares obtainable 
the rate has risen to 237 per cent. prem.; a few 
shares have changed hands at 234 and 285 

r cent. prem. for cash and at 237 and 239 
or settlements. The market closes firm at ran: 
237. Wharves (Kowloon) have found buyers at me | 
at $58 and close with sellers at that rate. & 
Wanchais have changed hands at $40 and wo 
are obtainable at quotation. 

LANDS, HOTELS, AND BUILDINGs.—Hong- 
kong Lands have somewhat improved with 
small sales at $74 and $744. Hotels are en- 
quired for at $51, both for cash and at equiva- - dee cy 
lent rates'on time, but holdersseem disinclined ae 
to part except at an advance. West Points Os 
and Humphreys continue more or less neglected oe 
with sellers at quotations. 

MiscELLANEOUS.—Green Islands oontinus 
very weak and sales of the new issue ara re- 
ported at $15 and at $30 for old. Watsons 
have changed hands at $12. Electrics at 
$9}. Fenwicks at $29 ex dividend, and Ropes at se hls 
$1744 and $174. A small sale of Ices has. taken 
place at $107 and more shares are wanted at ees 
the rate. Ewos have found small buyers at par.. Set 
Hongkong Cottons are on offer at $15. In . Se ere 
other Cotton Mills there is no local business. : 4 
to report and quotations are taken from latest 
Shanghai advices. 


me 
“March 5, 1898.] 


Closing quotations are as follow :— 


CoMPANY, Pap UP. QUOTATION. China Sugar Refining shares were placed at $176, 

Banks— [$336,sal.& sellers | Hongkong wanting shares at $173). Luzon 

Hongkong & Shai... $125 [192 o/, prém=| shares chunged hands at $40} and therg are 

China & Japan, pri. £5 nominal buyers at tho close: Mining—Punjom Mining 

. ordinary...| £38 10s. nominal Co., Ld.—Shares were sold tu. Hongkong at 

; Do. deferred... £1, |£5. 5a., buyers $6.46.. Docks, Wharves & Godowns.—-Boyd & 

Natl. Bank of China - Co.. shares are wanted at Tls. 187}. S.C. Farn- 

B. Shares ......... £8 ($17, sellers ham & Co. shares have been placed at Ts. 

Founders Shares.. £1 /$17, sellers 168/170, and are wanted. Shanghai Dock shares 

Bell’s Asbestos E. A.. £1 ‘nominal changed hands at Ts. 75. Shanghai & Hongkew 

Campbell, Moore & Co. $10 ($3.75 Wharf shares were placed at Tis. (27 cash and 

A China, Sugar ............ $100 |&175, sales & sellers | T1g. 130 for the 3ist May, and are obtainable on 
a ..2 Cotton Mille— “\ the same terms. Lands.—Shanghai Land Invest- 
e Ewo... wees Tle. 100 Tle. 100, sales ment shares are offering at ‘[ls. 95. Industrial. 
: Hongkong . $20 $15, sellers --There are buyers of Major Brothers shares at 
International ......... Tis. 100 (Tis. 112, sales Tis. 32. International Cotton Mill shares 

Laou: Kung Mow .../Tis. 100 [TIls 110 changed hands at Tls. 1114 for the 31st March, 

E Soychee .......... (Eis. 500 [Tla. 520 and Laou-Kung-mow shares at Tis, 110 cazh. 
Yahloong ........0... Tis. 100 ;Tls. 90 Ther@\has been a demand for Shanghai Ice 

Dairy Farm Co. ..... “| $i $59 . share:, which were placed at Tls. 115 and Tis. 

Fenwick & Co, Geo....| $25 $21, ex div. sales | 196, with buyers at the close. China Flour Mill 

ee Green Island Cement. $10 $30, sales & buyers ) shares were sold at ‘IIs. 60 and ore o ‘ering, 
& Do. New Issue...... $24 $15, sales & buyers | and American Cigarette shar.s at Tle. 95. 
a H. & China Bakery - $50 $33 Tugs and Cargo Boals.—Shanghat- Cargo Boat 
Hongkong & C. Gas .. £10 $126 Co., bd.—The rep: rt and accounts for 1897 have 

Hoeven Electric . $10 $94. sales &secller | heen published for the meeting of shareholders 

Serene $100 '$:05 , called for the 4th March. The net profits amount 

Hongkong Hotel ...... $50 $51, buyers to Tis. 38,656.23, equal to 19.83 per cent. on the 

: Hongkong Ice ......... $25 $10/, buyers capital, as compared with 23.57 per cent. in 1896 
: H.&K. Wharf &G...) $50 $58, sellers and 38.40 per cent. in 1895. Including a balance 
+ Hongkong Rope......... $50 $174}, sal-&eellers | of Ts. 1,408.22 from the previous year, and 
es H. & W. Dock ........{ $125 1287 p. ct. prem.= deducting an interim dividend of 6 per cent. paid 
/ Insurances— $421.25, sal. & b. | in August, there is a sum of $28,059.45 to be 
i Canton sisedette $50 $146, cales & sellers | doalt with. The Directofs recommend the pay- 
China Fire ............ $20 $101,.ex div. ~alee | mentof a final dividend of 7 per cent. making 13 
~-China Traders’ ...... $25 $67 4; sales & sellers | per cent. for the year, to place ‘t'ls. 10,000 to the 

“Hongkong Fire ...... | $50 $345, exdiv.sal.&s | credit of the Reserve Fund, which will then stand 

North-China ......... £25 Tis. 168 at Ts. 125,425.39, and to carry Ts. 4,059.45 for- 

: Straits... ee | $20 $13, sellers ward. Shares are wanted at Tis. i85, but are 
e Vion o..e.seetece esses $25 $229), sal-& buyers | held for higher rates. Taku ‘lug and Lighter 
F Yangtsze ...........-000 ' $60 $142, sules& buyers | shares ave ‘offering. Miscellaneous. —Sh inghai- 
> Land and Building—' \ , Sumatra ‘ohacco Co.—The report, with the work- 
: H. Land Investment, $50 ($744, sales ing account for 1896, anda balance sheet to the 
Humphreys Estate... $10 |$9, sellers 31st December last, has been publish d. ‘Ihe net 

Kowloon Land & a $30 [$173 profits for 1896 amonnt to Tls. 97,283.75, equal 

West Point Building’ _ $40 /$20 to 51.25 per cent. ou the increased capital. An 
Luzon Sugar .....6. see{ $100 [$41, sales & sellers | interim dividend of 10 per cent. was paid in 
Mining— Septewber last, absorbing Ts. 20,020, leaving a 
Charbonnages ......... Fes. ee ia 474, sellers balance,.including Ts. 1,211.20 frota the previous 

Great E. & C’donian! year, of Ts. 85,474.95 at the profit and loss 
Do. Do. $2) ss, sellers account. The Directors propose to pay a final 
= Jelebu .... $5 |$2, sales & sellers | dividend of 25 per cent., Ilr. 48,425.U0, to place 
New ‘Balmoral aah $1 ($1.60, sal. & sellers | Tle, 36,514.69 to tho Reserve Fund, which will 


Do. Preference ... $1 $1.0, sal. & sellers 


* Oliver’s Mines, A. «.. $5 |$19, cellers 
Do. B... $24197, sellers 
Punjom ......sscceeees ss) $64, buyers 
‘Do. Preference $1 \$1.90, buyers 
; Raubs .. ..e4..[188. 10d. 28), sellers 
- New Amoy Deck ...... $10 ($174, sellers 
Steamship. Coys.— ; 
China‘and Manila... $50 |$31, sales & buyers 
_ China Mutual Ord... £10 |£7 10s. buyers 
~~ . Do. pa ae £10 |£5 16s. buyers 
Do. £5 j£2 15s. buyers 
Douglas 8. 8. Co. $50 ($533, buyers 
H., Canton and M... $15 |$274, sales& buyers 
Indo-China 8. N. £10 $54, sales & buyers 
Tebrau Planting Co. $4 (85, sellers 
- Do. $2° $2, sellers 
United Asbestos.........| $2 |§2, sellers 
; Do. - $10 sia! oa ee 
Wanchai W: sae ee Col-  $373'54 
F Watson & Coy As 8... $10 i! ales 


.V. ¥. VERNON, Broker. 


peers 


SHana@wal, 28th February.—(Froma Messra- J.’ 


P, Bisset & Co.’s Report)—The loan made to the 
Chinese Government cf £16,000,000 by the 
’ Deutsch-Asiatische and Hongkong & Shanghai 
Banke, caused a steome demand for the shares 
of. the latter Bank, which is the chief feature of 
the week’s business. Banks.—Hongkong & 
Shanghai Banking Corporation.—The news of the 
Chinese Loan, published on the 23rd, caused an 
immediate demand for shares, both cash and time, 


iand s large local business was done at 180 to 195 


’ per cent. premium for cash, {and 190 fer March, 
and 193.for April, and from Hongkong at 176 to 
193 for cash and 185 for March delivery. This 
Jatter price, with exchange 74}, is equal to 189} 
and 73, which we quote as ‘the closing rate. 
*Marine Insurance:—North China Insurance 
shares were-placed at Tls. 200, and there are 
more offering on the same ‘terms.. Yangtszes 


are offering. Fire Insurance.—No local business 
has been reported this week. Shipping.—Busi- 
ness ‘has been confined to Indo-China 8. N. 
shares-at Tis. 39.25 cash and Tls. 40.50 for the 
Sist 
share 
i 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


been done nt Tis. 38}, Tis. 39, aud Tis. 


were placed at $144 for the 30th April, and shares’ 


arch. Sugar’. Companies.—Perak Sugar 
jbave been in demand, and business has 


40. 


then stand at Tis. 42,000.00, and to carry forward 
Tis. 535.06. Slates have been placed at Tls. 90 
cash, Tls.93 for March and Tis, 96 for July, at which 
sbares are offering. No business is reported in 
Shangbai-Langkat Tobacco shares. Hall and 
Holtz shares have been placed at $39}, £40, 
and $41. Loans.—Debentures were sold, plus the 
accrued interest :—Municipal 6 per cent. at Ts. 
102, 5 per cent. at Tis. 98, Shanghai Waterworks 
6 per cent. at ‘I's. 102, Shanghai & Hongkew 
Wharf 6 per cent. at T's. 102, Perak Sugar 
Company's 7 per cent. at Tls. 100, and Shang- 
hai-Langkat Company’s 10 per. cent. at Tis. 
100. Perak Debentures are offering at ore 


TONNAGE. 


Howrexone, 4th March.—Fusiness during the 
past fortnight compares favourably.” 

Business since last report compares favourably 
with the previous fortnight, and has been somewhat 
restricted owing to a scarcity of suitable tonnage. 

There is gill a good-demand for steam tonnage 
hence to Jazan and as high as 36 cents per picul has 
been paid for Kobe. 

Saigon to Hongkong, the rates continue firm, at 
25 cents per picul. 

Bangkok to Hongkong, small carriers are wanted 

at ie and 32 cents per picul, while large boats com- 
mand 25 cents outside the bar. - 

Coal freights have declined, owing to a large 
amount of tonnage offering, Moji to Hongkong April 
loading $1.55 per ton, to Singapore $2.50 per ton. 

The British ship Genista, 1,718 tons, proceeds to 
Manila, and the German. barque Paul Rickmers, 7,840 
tuns to a southern rice port both under orders from 
owners. 

There are no disengaged vessels in port. 

The following are the settlements:— 

West York—British harque, 702 tons, Hongkong 
to San Francisco, gold $5,000 in full. 

Min—British steamer, 1,92! tons, Meji or Kuchi- 
notzu to Singapore, $2.0 per ton. 


Singapore, $2.50 per ton. © 

Hermeg— Norwegian steamer, 849 tons, Moji to 
Hongkong, $1.70 per ton. 

@ 


Hongkong, $1.65 per ton. 


Hongkong ‘$1.55 per ton. 
Hongkong, $1.55 per ton. 
Hongkong, $1.55 
to Fra 
Swatow, $2 per ton. 


Langbank—British steamer, 2,966 tons, Moji to. 


British steamer, 1,925 tons, Moji to 


Glenearn — British steamer, 1,425. ‘tons, | Moji. to 
Germania—German steanter, 1,778 ions, Moji to 
Glenavon-—British seanen 1,912 tons, Moji . to. 
per k picul. a 
Tordenskjold—Norwegian steamer, 904 tons, Moji 
Re $1, 65, Canton $2. a 
Prosper—Norwegian steamer, 788 tons, Maji_ tof 
Hainan—German steamer, 741 _ tons, Tivifo ‘to 
ac eer 24 cents per picul: 
hampao—German steamer, 1,109 tons, Tloilo to 
Hongkong, 24 cents per picul. - ‘ 
Glenaron—British steamer, 1,912 tons, Saigon. to 
Kobe, .36 cents, Yokohama 37 cente per picul. 
Benvenug—British steamer, 1,461 tons, Saigon, to” 
Hongkong, | 9 cents per picul. ; 
diberg—German steamer, 782 tons, Saigon fo. ot 
ee. 20 cents per picul. as 
Sishan—British steamer, 897 tons, three trips, Sai- 
gon to Hongkong, 1 cents per picul, an 
Dante—German steamer, 1,302 tons, Saigon to: 
Hong kong, 20 cents per picul. : 
Decima—German. steamer, 1,151 totis, Saigon to 
Hongkong, 20 cents per picu!, 
Kongbéeng—British steamer, S¢ 2 tons, Saigon to 
‘Hongkong, 21 cents per picul. ss 
Holstein—German steamer, 1,103 tons, Saigon to - = 
Monehong, $6,800 in full. a 
ee—Gertuan steamer, 929 tons, Saigon to’ 
aoa 22 cents per picul. : 
Oslo -Norwegian steamer, 778 tons, Saigon to 
Hongkong, 25 cents per picul. echo 
Benlarig—British steamer, 1,453 tons, Saigon. to Pos 
Hongkong, 22 cents per picul. alae 
Siam—British steamer, 992 tons, Saigon. to Hong- 
kong, 28 cents per picul. 
Quarta—German steamer, 1,145 fons, Saigon to 
Hongkong, 24 cents per picul. 
Venus—British steamer, 2,3.2 tons, hence to San 
Francisco and back, mouthly. 

Else—German steamer, 890 tons, monthly, 6/2 : 
montlis, $6,000 per month. : 
1 ‘aifu—Germ: in steamer, 1,063 tons, monthly, 5... 
months, £620 per month.. ; 
Astrid -Nerwegian steamer, {57, to 8, monthly, 5 

months, $6,250 per month. . 
Tritos —German steamer, 1,341 tons, monthly, 6 é 
months; $6,000 per month. — 
VESSELS ON THE BERTH. 
For Lonpon.—Japan (str ), Prometheus (str. ) 
Oopack (sir.). 
for San Fuancisco.— Venus (str. ), City of Rio 
de Janeiro (atr.). 
For New York,.—Ghazee (str.). 
For Vancouver.—Empress of Japan (str.). 
For Bremzn.—Crefteld, Bayern (str.). 
For Portitanp.—Brdemar (str.). 
For AUSTRALIA.— Airlie (str.), Tokio Saru (ctr. ) 
_ For Magsgtiies.— Tosa Marz (atr.), Natal (str.)._ wt 
For Szatris.—Riojun Marw (etr.). : 
For Vicrorta.— Olympia (str.). 


25, Atlantic, German bark, from Rejeig. 
95, Apenrade, German str., from Haiphong. 
25, Else, German str., from Moji. 

26, Lyeemoon, German str., from. Canton. | 
26, Bengo, Portuguese. g-bt., from Macao. 
27, Contest, British bark, from Taiwanfoo. 
27, Venus, British atr,, from Cardiff, : 

27, Ariake Marn, Jap. ‘str, from K’notzu. 

27, Hohenzollern, German str., from Y’hama. 
27, Ingraban, German str., from Sigon. | 
27, Meefoo, Chinese str., from Amioy. - 

- 27, Melbourne, French str., from Marseilles. 
27, Nanyang, German str., ‘from Taiwanfoo. 
27, Foochow,; British str., from Canton. a 
27, Kweiyaug, British atr., from Canton. *: 
27, Oslo, Norwegian str., from. Bangkok. 
28, Sachsen, German atr., from Shanghai. -- = 
28, Sungkiang, British atr:, from Manila. 
28, Wingsang, British str., “from Shanghai. 
28, Frojr, Danish-str., from Pakhoi. .- :- 
28, Minpie, British atr., from-New York 
28, Daphne, German atr., from Canton..: 
2B, Taiyuan, British str., "from Anstralia 
28, Clam, British str., from Singapore. : 

March— 

1, Fooksang, British airs -trom C ton: - 
1, Lightning, British str, from aloutta: 
, Haitan, British str.; from Sw 


SHIPPING... 
ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 
Maitt. 
HONGKONG. es 
February— ABBIVALS. ro 


1, Pronto, German. str., fro 
1, Desealics, British str, 


184 
‘1, Cowrie,. British str., from Singapore. 
1, Ask, Danish str., from Haiphong. 
1, Glengarry, British str., from Moji. 
-. |, Pathan, British str., from Now York. 
- 1, Sabine Rickmers, Ger. stn, from Shanghai. 
2, Quarter, German str., from Bangkok. 
2, Hunan, British’str., from Chinkiang. 
2, Rosetta, British str., from Yokohama. 
2, Nestor, British str., from Amoy. 
ie 2, Lyderhorn, Norw. str., from Shanghai. 
2 2, Hainan, German str., from, Iloilo. 
: 8, Emmortalite, British cr., from Chusan. 
ta 3, Hailoong, British str., from Tamsui. 
o 3, Oceana, German str., from Hamburg. 
3, Triumph, German str., from Haiphong. 
3, Woosung, British str., from Taku Bar. 
3, Wingsang, British str., from Canton. 
3, Coromandel, British str., from Shanghai: 
3, Hart, British torpedo boat, from Tinghai. 
3, Tolna, Amr. schr., from Tamsui. 
3,. Thames, British str.,from London. 
3, Loksang, British str., from Canton. 
3, Kansu, British str., from Saigon. 
8, Loongmoon, German str., from Shanghai. 
8, Fausang,. British str., from Saigon. 
. 4, Boston, Amr. cruiser, from Chemulpo. 
4, Chusan, German str., from Canton, _ 
4, Kashing, British str.. from Tientsin. 
4, Concord, Amr. cruiser, from Chemulpo. 
Pe 4, Hinsang, British str., from Saigon. - 
= ’ 4, Mathilde; German str.; from Haiphong. 
ak 4, Hertha, German str., from Yokohama. 
. February—< DEPARTURES, 
‘96, Germania, German str., for Saigon. 
26, Mongkut, British str, for Saigon. 
: 26, Dante, German str., for Saigon. 
: 26, Dardanus, British str., for Amoy. 
we 26, Oanfa, British str., for Shanghai, 
296, Socotra, British str., for Yokohama. 
~:26, Sydney, French str., for Europe. 
: 26, Tailee, German str., for Swatow. 
com 27, Amara, British str., for Saigon. 
ce 27, Ceres, German str., for Yokohama. 
27, Glenshiel, British str., for Shanghai. 
27, Haimun, British str., for Swatow. 
27, Lyeemoon, German str., for Shanghai: 
27, Progress, German str., for Saigon. 
27, Ad. Nachimoff, Rus. cr., for Singapore. 
27, Wongkoi, British str., for Hoihow. 
28, Apenrade, German str., for Haiphong. 
28, Benlomond, British str., for Nagesaki. 
28, Hanoi, French str., for Hoihow, 
28, Loksang, British str., for Canton, 
28, Meefoo, Chinese str., for Canton. : 
28, Wingsang, British str.. for Canton. 
28, Moeroe, German g-bt., for Matupi. 
March— : 
1, Cholydra, British str., for Calcutta. 
1, Chwnshan, British str., for Swatow. 
1, Foochow, British str., for Takow. 
1, Kiangnan, Chinese str., for Kobe. 
1, Kweiyang, British str., for Tiontsin. 
1, Nanyang, German sir., for Swatow. 
1, Sachsen, German str., for Europe. 
2, Fooksang, British str., for Saigon. 
2, Zafiro,British str., for Manila. 
2, Benlarig, British str., for Saigon. 
2, Cowrie, British str., for Yokohama. 
2, Kong Beng, British str., for Saigon. 
‘2, Ocampo, British str., for Macassar. 
9, Hunan, British str., for Canton. 
2, Sumatra, British bark, for London. 
: 3, Devawongse, British str., for Swatow. 
oe 3, Frejr, Danish str., for Hoihow.. 
= ' 8, P.C.C. Klao, British str., for Hoihow. 
7 8, Seitoku Maru, Jap. str., for Kobe. 
_* 8, Ingraban, German str., for Saigon. 
7 3, Nestor, British str., for London. 
a 8, Pathan, British str., for Shanghai. 
it 8, Peru, Amr. str., for San Francisco. - 
8, Woosung, British ‘str., for Canton. 
_ 8, Archer, British cruiser, for India. 
‘4, Taiyiok; German str., for Kobe. 
4, Sungkiang, British str., for Manila. 
4, Ask, Danish str., for Hoihow. 
4, Else, German str., for Bangkok. 
4, Haitan, British str., for Swatow. 


. 4, Kashing, British str., for Canton. 
4, Fausang, British str , for Kobe. 
4, Hinsang, British str., for Kobe. 
4, Kansu, British str., for Kobe. 
4, Oslo, Norwegian str., for Saigon. 
‘4, Thames; British str., for Shanghai. 
. 4, Wingsarg, British str., for Shanghai. 
4, Santa Cruz, Amr. sch., for Yap. 
4, Loongmoon, German str., for Canton. 


‘| man, Miss M. Woodman, Master Woodman, 


4, Humber, British storeship, for Shanghai. 
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PASSENGER LIST. 

. ABRIVED. 7 
Per Peru, for Hongkong, from Yokohama, 
Messrs. W. Bass, R. G. Johnson, E. D. Gerwing 
and-R. M. Kopp; from Shanghai, Mr. H. 
Burnett. 

‘Per Zafiro,- from Manila, Misses A, de 
Marcaida, Delfina Hubosa and Trinidad Tino, 
Messrs. F. Focken, Francisco Natividad, José 
Natividad, Capt. Holm and Capt. Nanjelsdorff. 

‘Per Phra C. C. Klao, from Bangkok, Messrs. 
Breninger and Kessler, and Miss Jacobsen. - 

Por Gatimun, from Tamsui, Capt. Douglas. 

Per Nanyany, from Taiwanfoo, &c., Messrs. 
Orange, Haesloop and Monree. 

Per //fohenzollerr, from Yokohama, Mrs. Mor- 
gan and child, Mr. U. C. Deck, Mrs. Mosle and 
children, Mr. and Mrs. Davison, Mrs. Putzier 
and child, Mrs. Woodman, Miss M.S. Wood- 


Mr. Ch. und, Mr. and Mrs. McNeil and 
children, Messrs. Huhne, Kirchner, Straus, W. 
Mahon, Hutton, W. Hunt, Wyers, P. Stullberg, 
and Capt. Crikson. ; 

Per Melbourne, for Hongkong from Marseilles, 
Messrs. Jayme H. Silva Costa, A. A. Rod. Bello, 
Bishop de Carvalho, Cannon M. Carvalho, Father 
dos Santog, Sisters Arnaud, Menegatti, Caro- 
lina,. Nunes, Silva, Leite, Lopez, Brothers Bra- 
ganca, Rei, Clandio, da Silva, Pedroza, de Lésus, 
Taborda, Teixeira, Sarmento, and de Rosario, 
Father Guinand, and Trennissen ; from Colombo, 
Messrs. J. and W. H. Dixon, Miss Dixon, Miss 
Janson, aud Colonél H. A. Sawyer; from 
Singapore, Messrs. 2. Krauss, G. von Bergen, 
Bishop C. D. Foss, Messrs. F. G. Price and E. 
Bidermann, Mr. and Mrs. Goh Liang King, 
Messrs. Oh Lock Guan, Marcel Le Roux, Cho 
Sing Ki, Lam Tak Wing, Girolami, and Father 
P. Connor; from Saigon, Mr. A. Layra (Spanish 
Consul.) 

Per Suchsen, from Shanghai for Hongkong, 
Mr. and Mrs. August Ehlers and-child, and Mr. 
J.W. Appleby; for Singapore, Dr. and Mrs. von 
Tunzelmann and child; for Port Said, Miss 
Hanslik; for Naples, Capt. Feye, F. G. Navy; 
for Genoa, Capt. and Miss Muenter; for South- 
ampton, Mr. and Mrs. C. Guinness and children, 
Mr. W. J. Ving, and Rev. Bramfitt; for Bre- 
men, Mr. Jack Moller, and Mrs. Lindberg. 

Per Taiyuan, from Australia, Miss Jones, 
‘| Messrs. J. Marshall, G. Boyer, A. Dewhurst 
and B. Glew and Capt. Bennet. 

Per Deucalion, from Sandakan, Mr. Jupp. 

Per Haitan, from Swatow, Mr. and Miss 
Gittins. : 

Per Lightning, from Calcutta, &., Mr. Cecil, 
Mrs. Ridgeway, Mrs. Murchie, Mrs. Belson, 
Dr. and Mrs. Hossey, Mr. and Mrs. Macaulay. 

Per Ask, from Haiphong, &c., Messrs. Paul 
Balas, Pouller, Monchet, and Brunsching. 

Per Rosetta, from Yokohama for Hongkong, 
Messrs. F. W. Hone, Chas. Barber, C. G. Crane; 
for London, Capt. N. P. Pollock; from Kobe for 
Port Said, Messrs. Edward N. Osborne and 
Howard W. Commons; for London, Mr. James 
Dempster; for Marseilles, Mr. More; from 
Nagasaki for Hongkong, Mrs. F. B. Stewart, 
Mrs. A. A. Sugamuma, Messrs. E. A. Measor, 
Ah Tai, Ah Sing, Sun Cum; for London, Mrs, 
H. Collbran, Miss C. Colibran. 

Per Hailoong, feom amsui, &c., Messrs. H. 
Kotani and 'T, Wada. 

Per Oceana, from Hamburg, &c., for Yoko- 
hama, Messrs. Dohrn and Krell. 

Per Coromandel, from Shanghai, Mrs. Wade 
Gardner aud 2 children, Messrs, C. Smith, M. 
A. Tomasoff, J. H. Pye, W. Kenny, and Major 
‘ Conolly.- 

Per Thames, for Hongkong from London, 
Mr. H. W. Aitken, Mr. and Mrs. Godfrey Bird, 
Miss E..Poole, Messrs. H. Thomas and Selby; 
from Colombo, Mr. A. Harvey, Misses Pelton 
and Short. Mr., Mrs. and Miss Head; from 
Penang, Mr. Clayton; from Singapore, Mr. A. 
J. Battle, Mr. and Mrs, Collinge, Mr. and Mrs. 
Rodriques, Mr. Lagenbach, My. and Mrs. 
Brough, Misses Temple, Watt Turner, Har- 
rington, Hardy, Monkman, Mr. and Mrs. Plum- 
mer, Messrs. G. Majorini, M. Majorini, Me- 


Mr. end Mrs. Hards and infant, Mr. 


Gardiner, Messrs. W. Twist and G. Gardiner ; 


child, Mr. E. E. Emmett; from Brindisi, Misses 


oo 


lntyre, Robinson, Shine, Roberts, Hamilton, 
nd Mrs. 


for Manila from London, Mr. Simpson; for 
Shanghai from London, Mrs. Williams and = 
‘Printed and Published \by 
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Vanwerk; from Venice, Count and Countess . 

Pomiski; from Colombo,-Miss M..Cameron; 
from Singapore. Mr. H. C. Gulland; for Yoko- *~ 

hama from London, Mr. W. Palmer, Mrs. St. 
John, Miss Smith, Miss Oliver, Dr. and Mrs. 
D. G. Walters, Mr. A. Snowman, Mr. and Miss 
Hay, Messrs. J. Hellis, W. Blain, W. Knox, 
Lord Dormer, Mr. J. Crowle, Mr. F. W. Heald; 
from Calcutta, Mr., Mrs. and Miss T. Thorn- 
dyke; from Colombo, Mr. M. Visvesranya; for 


agasaki from London, Mr, Carndaff. 
DEPARTED, ; 
‘Per Sydney, from Hongkong for Saigon, 


Mr. Abbe L. Mossard; for Singapore, Mr. 
Raat, Mr. A. Alves; for Marseilles, Mr.. and 
Mrs. Cazeaux, Mr. D. J. Whitaker, Mr. R. 
|G. Bolton, Mr. Mocauslin, Earl de Turck 
de Kersbeck, Earl de Gaspero de Turck de 
Kersbeck; from Kobe for Saigon, Mr. Gaston 
Dessoles; for Suez, Mr. J. Israel; for Marseilles, 
Mr. Batron Wright, Mrs. Bouchard, Mrs. Tore- 
yama; from Yokohama for Marseilles, Mr. J. B. 
Chaimard; from Shanghai for Singapore, Mr. 
Goh Ah Ming; for Bombay, Mr. Murai; for 
Suez, R. P. Massés d’Anrizio; for Port Said, 
Messrs. W. H. Sturtwant and Phillippos; for 
Marseilles, Mr. Tillot, Mrs. Appay, Messrs. 
Dilberg and Tavares. 


Per Melbourne, for Shanghai from Hongkong, 


Messrs. Kore Wittengstein, Lee, Hao, Wo Hang 
Kwai, and J. W. Lee, Sir Nitholas Hannan and 
Lady Hannen, Miss Hannen, Messrs. N.J.Han- . 
nen, C. L. Pietroni, ‘Tong Sui Che, Low Ching 

Chun, Leung, Tsing, E. F. Alford, C. 8. Taylor, 
Alesees Haimon, A. J. de Souza, Henri Horwitz, 
Mr. and Mrs. Stuhlmann; for Nagasaki, Madam 
Crowley, and Mr. A. Wolden; for’ Kobe, Mr. 


Albert Graff; for Yokohama, Mr. Heramoto 


Onotaro. 


Per Sachsen, from Yokohama for Genoa, Mrs. 


Wivelmann and children; for Bremen, Messrs. 
Huhne, Kirchner and H. Strauss; from Kobe 
for London, Mr. T: Wyers; from Nagasaki to 


Port Said, Mr. T. M. Baidack and family; from 


Japan for Deli, Mrs. Othama; for Genoa, Mr. 
H. C."Deck, Mrs. A..G. Mosle and children, 
Mr. J. Hutton, Mr. and Mrs. H. F. Davieson 
and child, Mrs. R. E. Woodman and children, 
Mrs. E. Putzier and child,’ Dr. F, Sekiba, Dr. 
K. Azuma, Prof. T. Kurimoto, Prof. E. Yama- 
guchi, and Mr. H. Onishi; for Southampton, 
Mr. W. Hunt; for Bremen, Mr. LP. Stollberg; 
for London, Mr. Chas Lund, Mr. and Mrs. Me- 


Neill and children, Mr. J. Shirai; from Shang- 


hai for Singapore, Dr.. and- Mrs. von Tunzel- 
mann and child; for Naples, Capt. z. See Zeye; 
for Port Said, Miss Hanslik; for Genoa, Capt. 
A. B. Miinter, and Miss Minter; for: South- 
ampton, Mr. and Mrs. C. Guinness and children, 


Mr. W..J. Vine, and Rev; Th. Bramfitt; for- 
Bremen, Mr. Jack Moller, Mrs. Lonise Lind- 
berg; for Bremerhaven, Messrs. Ponath and 
Bendisili; from Hongkong for Singapore, Mr. 
Sou Chet Wan, Mrs. Chun Si; for Genoa, Mr, 
and Mrs. Bolles and chill, Rev. and Mrs, R. 
Ott and child, Mr. R. Burgwadt; for South. ~ 
ampton, Capt. and Mrs. ‘Davis and child, Mr, 
C. F. de Carvalho, Mr: and Mrs. J. S. Hagen 
and child, Mr. and Mr. P. H. Grimble, Mrs. P. 
Jordan and children, Messrs, W.M. B. Arthur, 
H. Burnett and Hugh Marr; for Bremen, Mrs. 
EK. H. Melbye and children, Mr. F. Hartlep; for 
Bremerhaven, Messrs. Anders and Schilke. 
Per Chelydra, for Singapore, Mr. MoMahon. 
Per Nanyang, for Swatow, Mr. Fred. J. Focken. 
Per Haimun, for Amoy,| Mr. H. 8. Wheeler. 
Per Zafiro, for Manila, Mr. W. Viniegra, 
Master Jose Gaskell, and Mrs, Cora G ‘andon. 
Per Peru, for Shanghai| Messrs. Pan Gillet, 
J. A. Coleombet, Chee Kang Shin, Chee’ Shin 
Tsun, J. A. Pond, Hong Wo, Yuen Hoo, Baron . 
G. de Gunsbrug, Mrs. Solberg, Miss.M. EH. 
Jones, Messrs. F. Sikora, Ho Yai Shee,- W. A. 
Robinson, P. Bennett; for Nagasaki, Mr. G. 
Friesland; for. Kobe, Mr. T. Takahashi; for 
Yokohama, Messrs. F. G. Price, A. Dewhurst, 
Mrs. Jacobson, Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Horne, Mr, 
G. Poullet Osier, and Mr. T. Kimura; for San - 
Francisco, Messrs. J. R. Crosser, Lieut. W. G. 
Neiller, Lieut. Landor, Messrs. J. G. Gannon 
and A. Gridgui; for New. York, Mr. E, Bilder-. 
mann; for London, Mrs. F. Ridgway ; for-Paris, 


minger. 


Mr. Chas. Monchet; for Bremen, ‘Mr. H.-Bren-- oe 


D. Warres Surrg, at: 
. 29, Wyndham Street, Victoria, Hongkong. ° 


